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Looking for the right and the best art college is a very personal 
decision. One of the important questions you need to answer 
while choosing your path to an art or music education is what 
you will fi nally do with your talents when you complete your 
course. Would you like to become an artist, a designer or a 
musician? Is it going to be a part-time job, or a hobby? If 
you are serious enough to earn a living from your creative 
talent, then an extensive and rigorous training in a highly 
reputable and recognised art college is a must. This is where 
the Malaysian Institute of Art (MIA) comes in. 

Founded in 1967 as a non-profi t organisation, MIA has trained 
thousands of professional artists, designers and musicians 
for creative industries in Malaysia. Today, MIA offers a wide 
range of Diploma courses in the fi eld of art, design and music, 
including Graphic Design, Interior Design, Illustration, Fine 
Art, Industrial Design, Textile and Fashion Design and Music, 
with comprehensive and well-designed course contents. All 
the courses offered by MIA are accredited by the Malaysian 
Qualifi cations Agency (MQA) and MIA has been awarded a 
5-star ranking in the Malaysian Quality Evaluation System for 
Private Colleges (MyQUEST) 2010/2011 by the Ministry of 
Higher Education.

Quality Creative Education
Having been around for 46 years is a testimony to MIA for 
its commitment in providing quality and affordable education. 
With over four decades’ experience in nurturing students 
with the emphasis on holistic education, MIA has produced 
competent graduates who are ready for the market. 

The learning emphasis in MIA is placed on the mastery of 
creative skills, in-depth inquiries, conceptual development, 
critical thinking and IT knowledge. The Institute makes every 
effort to integrate software applications and multi-ethnic 
cultural values into its training programmes to enhance the 
scope of learning and creative quality of the students. MIA 

endeavours to provide affordable and quality education in 
the creative arts by providing a conducive environment for 
the students to develop their creative potential and strive 
for artistic excellence. The academic staff, who possess 
qualifi cations from local and foreign universities and vast 
practical creative experiences in their relevant fi elds, train 
students to be industry-ready.

Internationally Recognised Syllabus
MIA has established links with prestigious universities and 
colleges in the UK, Australia, New Zealand, Taiwan and 
China. Through these linkages, MIA graduates may proceed 
to complete their Degree programmes. The uniqueness of 
this arrangement enables students to save time and cost to 
pursue their degrees overseas. It is also a very ideal pathway 
to obtain a well-balanced education which combines the 
Malaysian and overseas learning experience and exposure. 
With the MQA accreditation, MIA graduates may also further 
their studies in local universities.

That’s not all. MIA graduates are well-recognised and sought-
after in the job market. For instance, MIA students were 
offered scholarships by foreign universities such as The Korea 
National University of Arts (KNUA) and National University of 
Singapore (NUS) to pursue their respective degrees.

MIA has three intakes a year which fall in January, April and 
August. With an art gallery available, budding talents of MIA 
are given the opportunity to exhibit their wide range of creative 
works. Students who are interested to pursue studies in art 
and design are welcome to visit the campus and the gallery 
to get an in-depth idea about how their creative potential can 
be developed at MIA and jumpstart their careers.

MIA: 
DEVELOPING 
CREATIVE MINDS 
FOR OVER 
40 YEARS!

For more information, kindly visit www.mia.edu.my, 
call +603 – 4108 8100 or e-mail registry@mia.edu.my

A d v e r t o r i a l
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Welcome to the Inaugural Issue of easyuni.com 
Ultimate University Guide 2013 

For those of you who have been following the easyuni.com site for some time 
will see this new direction as a natural progression in our efforts to give our fans 
and followers something more... and it’s about time, too, as many students and 
parents have requested a guidebook version for a long time. This guidebook will 
complement easyuni.com – a place students have been relying on for all the 
latest information and guidance on higher education.

Starting university is a time of great change and challenges. It only comes once 
in your lifetime, so make the most of it. To help you make a better decision 
and guide you through your heightened expectations, we have compiled all the 
essentials a fi rst-time university student needs into this guidebook. 

So, what’ll you be getting in this fi rst issue? From the often-given advice of 
‘Following Your Passion’ to choose your ideal profession to secrets of entering 
an Ivy League university, from ‘Picking the Perfect University’ to winning the 
scholarship application, they’re all here. Interviews with a student counselor and 
a mother who has three top-university-going children will also give you different 
perspectives a student needs to ace their overseas education. 

If you have a burning desire to study any of the top six courses, namely 
Accounting & Business, Arts & Creative, Engineering, IT, Medicine, and Science, 
you couldn’t have picked up a better guidebook. This guide explains each course, 
career option and pathway and also covers interviews with current students, 
recent graduates and industry experts to give you an all-rounded look at your 
favourite fi eld so you can take the right steps to achieve your dream career. 
What’s more, we’ve also included top-ranked institutions around the world for 
each course.   

In short, easyuni.com - Ultimate University Guide 2013 has all the information a 
prospective student needs in one handy package. 

Best of wishes, 

Edwin Tay          Thiaga

Editor’s Note

    Publisher                     Editor
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What to Study? 
Is ‘Follow Your Passion’  

a Good Idea?
What are you passionate about in life? Healing the sick? Flying a plane around 

the world? Or even kicking a football for a living? You’ve heard this advice a 
hundred times: “Do what you love and the money will follow.” If you love what 

you do, it won’t feel like work. But what if you have no idea what your passion is?

One way to determine your profession is to focus on your 
passion – something that inspires you the most. So what are you 
passionate about? For instance, if you love fl ying so much, being 
a pilot can be a career choice. One who is passionate about 
photos and putting thoughts onto paper can pursue a career in 
photojournalism. With powerful enthusiasm, passion and hard 
work make a wonderful combination.

No doubt all of us have to work, unless you are born rich. If you 
have always known what you want to do when you grow up 
and what path to take to pursue your dream, congratulations, 
as you can count yourself amongst the lucky few. For the rest of 
us, we just have to fi gure out what we want to do in our future. 
Is following your passion alone enough for choosing the right 
course to study to sustain your life in the future?

People often say, “Follow your passion.” That’s just an advice 
but putting it into practice is never easy. Should you follow your 
passion to fulfi l your dream, or be practical and fi nd a major that 
will serve you in practical terms to carry you through life? There is 
never an exact answer. We have successful people on both sides. 
A more balanced approach would be to do what you love, using 
your talents and to meet your needs. Follow your passion and 
fi nd ways to make it profi table.

Passion or Pay?
Many students choose their degrees or postgraduate programmes 
based solely on the salary or benefi ts of the job they hope to 
obtain after they graduate. But are you sure that salary alone will 
guarantee you long-term happiness, since the average full-time 
employee works more than eight hours a day? It means that you 
will be spending most of your daytime in the workplace. So you 
had better enjoy your work. There are lots of ways to make money. 

But as the proverb goes, what’s the point of gaining the whole 
world if you lose your soul? The key is to have both.

If you are thinking of starting your own business, think of what 
you are passionate about. Even entrepreneurships begins when 
someone pursues a passion, probably against all odds. It may not 
be easy, but it will be worth the effort. Howard Schultz smelled 
the opportunity for great coffee in America and Starbucks 
spread around the world. Michael Dell seized the opportunity for 
inexpensive computers and Dell was born. These are examples of 
talented and passionate people who chased their dreams boldly.

What to Do Next?
After understanding your passions and talents, identify a long list 
of related careers, then refi ne the list and fi lter the possibilities. Just 
make sure that all the possibilities will help you make the impact you 
desire. Don’t disagree with your parents just because you are going 
through a late teenage rebellion and feel that you should be able to 
do what you want, just to prove a point.

You will need to weigh up factors with the job market such as salary, 
stability, potential career progression, hours, work-life balance, 
location and whether you need to move or travel. Try to fi nd out 
as much as you can about the jobs and industries that interest 
you - read related news and magazines, research online, talk to 
your family members, search for advice from career counselors and 
industry professionals, talk to someone who is currently working 
in the fi eld, or attend career and trade fairs. Then, you can make 
up your mind whether to pursue your passion as a career. Don’t 
just jump into something because it is exciting at the moment. 
Understand that a career takes a major part of your life, and it 
would be wiser if you can enjoy the hours you put into it.
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You might want to consider the type of schedule and work 
environment that you would have envisioned working in. Work 
in a fully air-conditioned offi ce or be more on the ground like 
being a civil engineer whose job includes fi eld work under the 
scorching sun, or a doctor who deals with all kinds of sicknesses 
and must be on-call all the time. Sometimes it just looks good on 
paper or appears cool in a TV drama series. Get practical and see 
clearly what the job really offers.

If you’re stuck or even feel being ‘controlled’ by your parents to 
pursue certain courses, fi rst of all, don’t blame them. They are 
just people who love you and want you to live life comfortably. 
Sometimes, it is hard to argue against parents’ concerns when 
they are the ones who will be funding your studles abroad. 
Maybe you will turn out to like what you do if given a chance. 
You never know.

Being Successful Following a Passion
Successful people are passionate people. Take, for example, Mark 
Zuckerberg, the 28-year-old billionaire CEO of Facebook. It can 
be said that he followed his passion - not money. The money 
came after he founded Facebook. Even if you don’t end up 
making a fortune, you will at least be doing what you love. Even 
the late Steve Jobs, the ex-CEO of Apple, believed in the power 
of passion, and once said, “People with passion can change the 
world for the better.”

However, passions aren’t fi xed – they are fl exible and alive. 
They grow and change in connection with our abilities and 
accomplishments. You can consider working part-time or be an 
intern in a particular fi eld to get a better idea of what is involved 
and get acquainted with what is really going on out there. If you 
really fi nd yourself engaged doing it, you can consider it as a 
career to pursue. On the other hand, if you lose interest after a 
while, that profession might not be your choice.

Develop Your Passion Through Different 
Experiences
There are some who found their passion through different 
experiences. Abraham Lincoln, the 16th president of United 
States of America was a failed businessman before he became 

a president. Have you ever watched a Walt Disney movie? Walt 
Disney himself was actually fi red by a newspaper editor because 
“he lacked imagination and had no good ideas.” Today, Disney’s 
revenue is in billions garnered from merchandise, movies and 
theme parks located around the world. Following your passion is 
just a starter. The key to success is hard work.

If you are still confused and unsure of what you are interested in, 
try some personality tests to help steer you to the right direction. 
It will evaluate your skills, personality, strengths, and weaknesses, 
and give you a list of suggested occupations. You could dig up 
some possibilities that you have not considered before. Step out 
to develop your passion. When you have shortlisted the careers 
associated with your passion, you can then narrow down the 
courses to pursue.
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Steps to Consider When Choosing a Course/Programme:1. Know more about your ideal work: Newspapers, magazines, online, talk to your 
family, search for advice from career counselors 
and industry professionals, talk to someone who 
is currently working in the fi eld, attend career 
and trade fairs

2. Consider your ideal work situation: Offi ce-
based/open work space, individual/team3. Research job market: Salary, stability, potential 

career progression, hours, work-life balance, 
location, travel

4. Assess your skill: Join a group, take a part-time job, or internship to get real work experience

If you don’t know what to study, one great way is 
to visit www.EasyUni.com and take an online course 
recommender.
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Studying Abroad vs. Locally 
What’s Best for You?
Studying abroad has always been the better option 
for students. For a number of years, only the elite 
could think of studying abroad. However, things have 
changed and more students are now able to further 
their studies abroad, be it with their parents’ rising 
wealth or their own ability to secure a scholarship. But, 
is studying abroud really your thing? Or might it be 
better to complete your studies locally?

Financial Considerations
The main factor to consider when you want to study abroad is your 
fi nancial status and the planning required. Depending on where 
you plan to study, it can be really expensive. You will need suffi cient 
money when you arrive in the country with strong fi nancial support 
from home as most countries don’t allow foreign students to work. 
Keep in mind that other than your tuition fees, you will also need to 
worry about your living costs.
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Compared to studying abroad, the cost of studying in Malaysia can 
be signifi cantly lower. Melissa Ram, 25, from Petaling Jaya, who 
completed her Bachelor of Jurisprudence degree in law in Malaysia 
said that her four-year course cost only RM50,000. It would have 
probably cost her three times more if she had completed her 
course overseas. Melissa also added that you don’t need to worry 
about homesickness as you are closer to your family. Other than 
that, you don’t need to go through the cultural difference and the 
hassle of making new friends again.

Studying locally also allows you to do as you please during 
semester breaks as you can fi nd temporary employment easily 
without the language barrier or worrying about your work permit. 
The variety of food is also wider in Malaysia compared to other 
countries. 

Expand Your Horizons 
Despite all that, studying abroad expands a student’s horizons and 
provides  an enriching experience along with new insights. Things 
that you could only see on the television can now be experienced 
personally; food, clothes and architecture, among other things. 
You will also be able to experience different traditions and 
customs. While we Malaysians always emphasise the strong bond 
between family members, you will notice that it may not be so in 
Western countries. Exposing the young ones to different cultures 
and experiences is important to teach them that every culture is 
unique and should be given equal respect, even if it is not what 
you are used to. At the same time, others around you will also be 
picking up on your culture. 

You should also possess a strong will and determination as it will 
not be easy to study abroad; you have to swiftly adapt to the new 
culture, interact with people different from you and experience 
a different way of life. These challenges will result in a more 
independent and confi dent person.
 
A Well-rounded Employee
Studying abroad also makes your curriculum vitae (CV) look 
more impressive. Although it isn’t always so, some employers do 
prefer those who have studied in a foreign country. According 
to Malaysia Employers Federation executive director, Shamsudin 
Bardan, there is generally a preference for foreign graduates due 
to their profi ciency in English. Moreover, they have better thinking 
skills, as well as being more mature and independent, compared 
to local graduates. Although there is not much difference between 
local graduates and foreign graduates in terms of qualifi cation or 
technical ability, the soft skills will differentiate these two types of 
graduates, clearly benefi ting the foreign graduates. 

w
T

Studying Locally Vs 
Studying Abroad at a Glance

Studying Locally Studying Abroad
y Signifi cantly lower cost   y Currency might be  
y No homesickness               higher than ours
y No cultural difference      y Possibly high living costs
y More fl exibility to work   y Most countries  
   during semester breaks      don’t allow foreign    
                    students to work
� � � ���y New insight
� � � ���y Experience different   
                    culture fi rsthand  
              y Learn to respect and  
                    accept other cultures
� � � ���y Be more independent  
                    and confi dent
� � � ���y More desirable 
                    by employers 
� �� � ���y A developed   
                   cultural awareness and 
                   language skills
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Country 
Overview

Choosing the right university may be the most 
important decision in your life. Here are a few 
factors you need to consider when choosing 
universities abroad.

Choosing 
Universities 
in the US, UK 
and Australia

The United States (US)
The United States has thousands of colleges 
and universities renowned for numerous quality 
programmes of study, and the fl exibility to change 

fi elds of study and schools. The US remains the world’s leading 
destination for nearly 700,000 international students. One reason 
for this includes the Ivy League – a name generally applied to eight 
prestigious universities (Brown, Columbia, Cornell, Dartmouth, 
Harvard, Pennsylvania, Princeton, and Yale) which attract highly 
talented students in USA and across the world. These eight 
institutions stand in the list of Top 15 universities in the USA 
every year. Besides the eight, other top-class institutions like the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT), California Institute of 
Technology (Caltech), Stanford University, John Hopkins University, 
University of Michigan, Duke University, etc which constantly make 
the Top 20 World Universities ranking are in the US.  

There is more to life on campus than just studying to pass 
examinations as the US universities have various active student 
societies, clubs and sports teams for players of all abilities. Besides, 
accommodation is an important part of the student experience 
since a caring and supportive environment is essential for students 
to be able to focus on studies and to live more independently 
and make long-lasting friendships. For international students, 
university residence halls, private student housing and homestay 
accommodation are provided. 

Most US universities require students of the fi rst two years of 
undergraduate study to live on campus in residence halls. Living in 
a residence hall gives you convenient access to all campus facilities 
and social opportunities. Most students who live off-campus are 
in housing that is shared with other students or in a property 
occupied by a family or non-students such as an apartment 
complex, a townhouse, etc. Students who need to feel the care 
and comfort of a family home are advised to choose homestay 
accommodation, which helps them to be exposed to and 
participate in others’ cultures and customs. 

Of course it’s not only the quality of education that draws students 
to choose the USA. If you are drawn to the shiny lights and fast 
pace of big cities such as New York, San Francisco and Las Vegas, 
or sun-kissed beaches of California, Honolulu, Miami etc., this 
huge and massively diverse country will be able to deliver. The 
biggest city by population is New York, followed by Los Angeles 
and Chicago, although Washington DC is the capital city of US. 
Don’t worry if you don’t understand the local accent right away 
because some regional accents vary greatly in the US. The climate 
in the US is incredibly varied due to its immense size and spread. 
Hence, it is important to keep the weather in mind when selecting 
your university since that is where you will be spending most of 
your study years.
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The United Kingdom (UK)
London is the capital of England, and also one of 
the world’s fashion capitals. It is a place where 10 
million people call home. London is the beating 
heart of the UK and remains one of the world’s 

most expensive cities. All four of the UK’s constituent states 
(England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland) enjoy areas of 
outstanding natural beauty. Other languages including Welsh, Irish, 
Ulster Scots, Cornish, Scots and Scottish Gaelic are spoken besides 
English; the main language spoken in the UK. You can easily hop 
on a train or any other transportation and, surprisingly, you will be 
somewhere completely different in less than an hour! 

A UK qualifi cation is globally respected and recognised. There 
are over 450,000 international students from all corners of the 
world studying in the UK. The University of Cambridge is the 
second best university in the world (2012/13 QS World University 
Rankings), and not forgetting, the University of Oxford which stays 
at fi fth position in the same rankings. Indeed, beyond the four UK 
universities (University College London (UCL) and Imperial College 
London being the other two) that make the global top ten, there 
are a total of 30 institutions in the top 200, and 55 in the top 700. 

Most universities will try and house their fi rst-year students in their 
own accommodation which is usually a room in a shared fl at with 
other students. Students may choose private halls, but they are not 
owned by the university. The costs can also seem higher although 
it may appear to be similar to the traditional halls of residence. For 
years, the most popular form of student accommodation in the 
UK is private renting as students can live independently without 
supervision.

The spectacular UK landscape is made up of impressive views of 
breathtaking lakes and rivers, dramatic cliffs along the coastal 
lines, and magnifi cent valleys and mountains. There are a lot of 
choices for students interested in art and culture as the UK offers 
more than 2,000 museums and art galleries, many of which have 
free entry. A wide range of sporting activities which are ongoing 
at university campuses are provided for sports enthusiasts to 
enjoy major sports events held over weekends such as the English 
Premier League (EPL).

The UK has four distinct seasons. It is also a cosmopolitan place 
to live in. Students in the UK are able to explore the length and 
breadth of the UK under budget. The yearly Edinburgh Festivals 
and music festivals such as the Glastonbury Festival as well as plays 
and music concerts are the highlights for students in the summer. 
You can also view the sites which inspired J.K. Rowling’s famed 
Harry Potter novels in Edinburgh.

Australia
Australian institutions educate over 400,000 
international students per year. Students are also 
attracted by the country’s peaceful environment, 
the natural and man-made wonders, as well as 

the cosmopolitan cities. Australian universities are well known 
for the quality of their teaching and research. The University of 

Queensland is ranked among the top universities where its main 
campus is located in the suburb of St. Lucia in Brisbane. Australia 
offers signifi cantly lower annual tuition fees for many popular 
courses at institutions and universities. 

Australia is such a large country that its weather varies signifi cantly 
in different parts of the continent. In the north there are tropical 
regions with high temperatures and high humidity and distinct wet 
and dry seasons such as the Northern Territory, Queensland and 
the northern parts of Western Australia. Most of central Australia 
is usually in a state of drought while in the south are the temperate 
regions with moderate rainfall and temperatures ranging from hot 
to cold.

New South Wales has the largest population of any Australian 
state where it offers students an excellent climate that allows for 
year-round swimming and surfi ng in the north of the state and 
skiing in the mountain regions during winter because there is 
regular winter snowfalls along the mountain range.

Furthermore, there are choices where students can live such as on-
campus or off-campus. All residential colleges are well supervised 
by professional residential staff. If you prefer a family-oriented 
lifestyle, homestay accommodation could be the choice for you. 
Temporary or short-term accommodation is also available in 
Australia.

Australia offers spectacular views from mountains to reefs. For 
example, The Blue Mountains offer great walks in the bush or 
even for an outdoor adventure. The Hunter Valley is renowned 
as Australia’s oldest wine-growing region. The Great Barrier Reef, 
situated in the Coral Sea off the coast of Queensland, offers a 
diverse range of life including whales, dolphins, porpoises, turtles, 
sea snakes, stingrays and sharks. It is also the largest coral reef in 
the world. For those who are fond of natural habitats, Kakadu 
National Park, the largest national park in Australia which is 
situated in the northeast corner of the Northern Territory will 
satisfy you.

It is advisable to familiarise yourself with the country’s cultures 
and values by reading books, magazines, newspapers or surf the 
Internet to lessen any culture shock.

A quick look!

 US UK Australia
Population  ± 314 million ± 63 million ± 23 million

Number of Colleges ± 4365 ± 282 ± 60

Number of Universities ± 127 ± 120 ± 39

Currency (RM1) ± 0.32 USD ± 0.21 £ ± 0.31 AUD

Flight duration  New York London  Sydney
from Malaysia  ± 19 hours ± 13 hours  ± 8 hours
(Kuala Lumpur) 
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What’s Next 
after SPM? 

Explore Your Study 
Options Here

 

After years of burying yourself in books, you 
have fi nally completed your secondary education 
and can’t wait to get rid of your school uniform. 
The SPM (O-Levels) results will be released a few 
months after the end of the examinations, allowing 
you to get a few months of rest or seek a part-time 
job. However, these few months are best spent 
planning your next step. Some might even be eager 
to embark on their new path of knowledge before 
the SPM results are out, so it is vital to know the 
options available for you.

1Advanced-Level General Certifi cate of 
Education (A-Levels)

Traditionally introduced as a standard requirement for entry into 
universities in the United Kingdom, A-Levels is now recognised 
by many prestigious institutions outside the UK. Private colleges 
offer this course, where students are required to choose at least 
three subjects from 60 offered. Only two examination boards 
are represented locally – University of Cambridge International 
Examinations and Edexcel Limited, where they are different 
in assessment methods and course syllabi. However, both are 
equally recognised by universities. 

The courses offered in the institutions varies, therefore it is best to 
do your research on the various colleges and choose your A-Levels 
courses choice based on your desired course and personal learning 
ability. A-Levels is suitable for those who want to keep their study 
options open and enjoy a fl exible but challenging syllabus. Other 
than that, it is also good for those interested in pursuing studies 
overseas with English as the native language. 

2American Degree Program (ADP)
The American Degree Program (ADP) is designed to prepare 
students for undergraduate-level studies in American universities. 
With ADP, students will be prepared academically to be 
equivalent to 12th-graders in American high schools. ADP 
takes about one to two years to complete. The course structure 
revolves around a set of compulsory subjects (core) relevant 
to their future major and optional subjects (elective) which 
covers topics beyond their fi elds of study. Final exams, tests, 
quizzes, assignments, presentations and mid-terms contribute 
to the students’ fi nal grades. Rather than being as academically 
challenging as other pre-u programmes, ADP stresses more on 
class participation, making it more benefi cial for those seeking to 
improve their communication and people skills. 

Before enrolling in an ADP programme, do your research on the 
subjects you want to take and speak to a university or college 
counsellor as not all ADP course credits are equally recognised by 
all universities. Feel free to take up the ADP challenge if you have 
plans to further your studies in the United States or Canada, 
love class participation and group work, want to keep your study 
options open through broad-based education, or if you are 
independent and eager to decide your own future. 
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3 
Australian Matriculation
Allowing students to acquire their pre-u qualifi cation in a 

year or less, Australian matriculation programmes have topped 
the popularity chart for those who are seeking to pursue 
their higher education in Australia. Australian matriculation 
programmes are widely recognised by universities in Australia, 
certain private universities in Malaysia, and certain selected 
universities in the world. The three Australian matriculation 
programmes available in Malaysia are Australian Matriculation 
(AUSMAT) leading to Western Australian Certifi cate of Education 
(WACE), New South Wales Higher School Certifi cate (NSW 
HSC) and South Australian Matriculation. Although these 
three programmes are different in structure and syllabus, the 
weightings for grading comprise of 50% coursework and 50% 
external examination. 

On top of that, Australian matriculation students will earn an 
Australian Tertiary Admission (ATAR) rank which is calculated 
based on the students’ results after completing their courses. 
Although ATAR is one of the criteria when selecting applicants 
for admission, it cannot guarantee one’s admission into their 
university of choice. Other than being suitable for those who 
are interested in pursing their studies in Australia, Australian 
matriculation gives you variety in your studies while assessing you 
continuously throughout the course.

4Canadian Pre-University & Matriculation
 There are two Canadian pre-u programmes – International 

Canadian Pre-U (ICPU) and Canadian International Matriculation 
Programme (CIMP) – currently offered by local private colleges 
and universities, both of which leads to the Ontario Secondary 
School Diploma (OSSD) which is widely recognised and accepted 
as pre-u qualifi cation in Canada, United States and selected 
universities in United Kingdom, Singapore and others. It takes 
about 1 to 1.5 years to fi nish this programme and students are 
generally required to pass six subjects and an English course. 
Students should also know that in this course, students are 
required to complete a minimum of 10 hours of community 
service before they can graduate. 

Since coursework plays an important role in your assessment 
(70% of total marks), this programme is suitable for those who 
wants extra-curricular activities to play a bigger part in your 
course. This is also an opportunity to improve your English to 
prepare yourself for undergraduate studies overseas. 

5Diploma Courses
A diploma course is suitable for those who have decided 

on an industry which requires specifi c skills or vocational 
training. Other than equipping yourself with industry-related 
skills and knowledge, you can also opt to continue your 
studies or enter the workforce early. This course takes about 
two or three years to complete, depending on your subject. 
There are two types of diploma courses - skills and vocational 
diploma course, and diploma and advanced diploma for higher 
education, with the latter being able to prepare you for further 
studies later on when you pursue a bachelor’s degree. 

Skills and vocational diploma courses are suited for those who 
prefer to work with their hands. On the other hand, it is not as 
academically demanding as a full degree. 

6 Foundation Courses
 Foundation courses are regarded as assistance to students 

who move from SPM (O-Levels) to a specifi c bachelor’s degree 
programme. There are ‘twinning’ or transfer programmes 
with university partners, local or overseas, allowing you to 

complete your bachelor’s degree programme in less time as some 
foundation programmes allow students to take subjects that can 
contribute towards fulfi lling part of a degree’s requirements. For 
students who want to keep their study options open, there are 
broad-based foundation courses that are usually geared towards 
arts or science and it usually takes about a year to complete.

You should consider foundation courses if you already have an 
idea of your career path, want a head start or prefer assessments 
through tests, quizzes and assignments on top of a fi nal exam. 

7 Local Matriculation
Local matriculation serves as a bridge for SPM students to 

enter degree programmes at local universities. Local matriculation 
is also recognised by some universities in UK and New Zealand. It 
is a one or two-year programme, determined by the matriculation 
department of the Ministry of Education and there are two 
stream selections available – Science or Accounting. Students are 
also required to adhere to a formal dress code.

Local matriculation is a match for those intending to gain entry 
into a local public university and prefer to be assessed through a 
grading system similar to that of a public university. 

8Sijil Tinggi Persekolahan Malaysia 
(STPM)/Form 6

Students who want to stay longer in school can opt for STPM 
which is considered equivalent to the GCE A-Levels qualifi cation 
in the UK. It is accepted by the most reputable bachelor’s degree 
programmes in universities all over the world. You can also 
register as a private candidate to take the STPM. There are 23 
subjects you can choose from, including the compulsory General 
Paper. Now, two forms of assessment will be combined in the 
STPM – school-based assessment (20-40% of fi nal score) and a 
centralised examination (60-80% of fi nal score). Students will 
also be required to take the Malaysia University English Test 
(MUET) which is a prerequisite to enter public universities. 

STPM is ideal for those who want an affordable globally 
recognised pre-u qualifi cation. 



20 EASYUNI Guide 2013

How to Get Into an 
Ivy League University

Revealed

Getting into an Ivy League university has always been 
challenging, with so many other kids having performed 
as well, if not better, and the chances of being accepted 
into these institutions are pretty slim, given the high 
number of applications with a small number of seats. So, 
how did the successful ones make their way into the Ivy 
League universities? We spoke to some successful ones 
and came up with a list of how you can prepare yourself.

1. Grades & Standardised Test Scores
Needless to say, your grades are the most important determinant of college 
acceptance. Your path ahead is smoother with straight As and the admission 
offi cer will also tell you that they prefer straight-A students. However, just 
because you have a few Bs here and there doesn’t mean you are done 
for. Generally, you need to take as many Advanced Placement (AP) and/or 
International Baccalaureate (IB) classes as possible and score as high as you 
can; they help you to stand out and prepare you for the work load when you 
actually get into these Ivy League colleges. 

Class rank also plays an important role in ensuring your entrance. If you go 
to a high school where the top 5% regularly gets into the Ivy League, make 
sure you are in the 5%. If only the valedictorian gets in, do whatever you 
can to be the valedictorian.

SAT and ACT are the two most common exams requested by most colleges. 
You will be sitting for three main sections in these exams with 800 marks 
maximum for each section: Verbal, Math and Writing. A combined score of 
2100 is the minimum you should get, but it is safer to aim for a combined 
score of 2200 to 2250. The good thing about these tests is, practice makes 
perfect and a perfect score is possible with enough practice. There is also 
the requirement of at least two SAT II subject exams as well; the closer your 
score is to 800 for each exam, the better. 

2. Extracurricular Activities
Although you need to have outstanding grades, Ivy League colleges don’t 
want robots. In other words, you will have to be well-rounded which 
contributes to your success in the future, which is what the college wants: 
successful people. There are three main types of extracurricular activities: 
creative, athletic and volunteer. The admission offi cer will be looking at 
the three dimensions in each of your activities: commitment, leadership            
and recognition.

It is highly recommended that you have at least one creative, one athletic 
and one volunteer activity regularly for four years. It is good to start early 
and rack up extracurricular experiences that make your application stand 
out. Start now if you have none yet; better a year than none at all. A more 
prestigious-sounding activity will give a better impact; yearbook, debate, etc. 
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3. Essay
Then comes the writing where they say that they just want 
to get to know you. What they don’t tell you is that they are 
also looking for certain things in your writing. First off, they 
want to know if you are capable of writing decently. Secondly, 
they want see how well you can present yourself. Third, they 
want to know why you should be a candidate for their school. 
Finally, they want to get a gist of who you are, what you are 
into and what drives you. What makes you different from all 
the other applicants? No matter what you do, be honest as 
they can detect the smallest hint of a lie. 

One thing that you should know is that if one admission 
offi cer likes you based on your application and essay, they 
will defend you and get the others to accept you too. Write 
something that can give your admissions offi cer something 
to fi ght for. Make sure that your writing is fi lled with positive 
energy; instead of writing about what you dislike, write 
about what you love. Write something that you have passion 
in, something that you know much about, teach the reader 
something new and make it unique. Remember, never make 
stuff up to impress people. Be yourself and show them the 
best part of yourself. 

4. Recommendations
As scary as other criteria are in determining your admission 
into the Ivy League, recommendations are more critical as you 
have absolutely no control over them. You don’t even get to 
see the recommendation letters. However, you do get to select 
who to write the letter for you. Ask teachers whom you’ve 
scored As in their classes. Do not antagonise them. Since these 
teachers have to write recommendations every year, they 
know what they’re doing. Trust them, be courteous, and chill. 

5. Application Strategy
You might think that applying to all Ivies is a good move, 
hoping that you can get into one of them. However, you are 
just subjecting yourself to unnecessary stress, especially if 
you are not accepted by any. Less is more in this context. Put 

yourself in their shoes. If this kid applies to all, why should I 
believe that this kid will attend my college and not the others 
that also accept him? Thus, the universal rejection. 

Do your research, visit the colleges, talk to the professors in 
departments that interest you, speak to the students there and 
take their advice. You can also browse the college newspapers 
and blogs as they are able to give you an unfi ltered glimpse of 
student life, helping you to narrow down your choices to one 
or two. Apply early, give off a committed vibe and increase 
your chances of getting accepted. 

6. Interviews
You’re almost there if you’re at this stage. Not everyone gets 
an interview. Before doing anything, wear casual business 
clothing to show that you take them seriously. Strictly no 
jeans or t-shirts. Also, be punctual. Then, be prepared for the 
wide range of questions, from casual enquiries about yourself, 
family, goals and interests to probing questions about ethical/
legal issues. And don’t forget to keep yourself up-to-date with 
the current events.

Keep your answers short but informative, about four to six 
lines per answer to the question. Try to avoid responding in 
monosyllables. Show interest and sincere thought for the 
questions in your responses. Although you should talk about 
your achievements, don’t sound like you are boasting and 
self-centred. Accentuate your strengths and don’t dwell on 
your weaknesses. Keep your tone calm even when you are 
evaluated with stressor questions. Last but not least, listen to 
what the interviewer has to say. It gives a bad impression to 
ask questions on topics that have already been covered. 

Asking questions at the end of the interview also plays an 
important role – it is what successful candidates usually do. 
However, do not appear desperate for something to say. Be 
sincere and interested in your questions. Research the topic 
extensively before dwelling on it. Make sure that the answer to 
your question is not obvious or already covered.  
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Applying to 
Colleges and 
Universities 
in the United States
General Information About the 
US College and University System 

Eleven of the world’s top fi fteen 
universities are in the United 
States, according to the News 
& World Report rankings. 
Whichever survey you look 
at, most will rank in the US as 
having signifi cantly more top 
universities than any other 
country. Many students come 
to the United States because 
of the diversity of educational 
opportunities available. There 
are more than 600 major fi elds 
of study offered at more than 
3,800 colleges and universities.   
 
Understanding the application process 
to American schools is critical for parents 
who want their children to attend 
the world’s best universities. Getting 
into top American universities is very 
diffi cult as there are many well-qualifi ed 
applicants for each spot. So how does 
one get in? It’s a highly competitive 
process that involves planning, good 
grades in both everyday classes as well 
as on standardised tests, such as the SAT 
and the ACT, extracurricular activities, 
and your application. To maximise your 
chances of admission, your college 
application must make you stand apart 
and shine.   
 
As an independent educational 
consultant, I spend weeks on end, 
throughout the year, visiting universities 
around America, speaking to their 
admissions directors and counselors, and 

learning about the schools fi rsthand. 
These meetings allow me to better 
understand the personality of the 
university, its academic focus, and the 
types of essays that are likely to stand 
out for their admissions offi cers. This is 
not the type of information that students 
can easily fi nd on their own; however, 
it is essential knowledge for guiding 
students in the college search and 
application process. 

How Do Admissions Apply to 
International Students?
The number of international students 
studying in the US has increased by nearly 
200k students in the past 10 years. The 
US is a country that seeks out talented 
international students. China is the 
leading country in sending students to the 
US with increases each year. 
 
Students should review statistics on 
the number of international students 
that attend the colleges that they are 
thinking of applying to. It is critical that 
international students focus on what US 
schools expect in terms of information 
provided on letters of recommendation, 
the essay, resume and application in 
general. Essay writing for international 
students requires an understanding of US 
college application objectives which may 
include information that they might not 
normally be accustomed to presenting.

The Common Application and Essays
Approximately 500 of more than 4,000 
colleges and universities in America use 
what is called The Common Application. 
This makes the Common Application not 
so common. The Common Application 
or the university’s own application is 
the document used to present the 

student in a way that best highlights 
his or her credentials, background, and 
interests. This may sound easier than it 
is. Some colleges accept the Common 
Application while many require their 
own unique application. This causes a 
signifi cant amount of additional work 
for the student. Some schools take pride 
in differentiating themselves by asking 
the most esoteric questions from their 
applicants. Many schools will ask for more 
than just the Common Application. In 
fact, the US college application process 
can result in ten or more supplementary 
essays based on general or specifi c 
school/programmes. The supplementary 
essays required by many selective colleges 
necessitate signifi cant planning to 
brainstorm and organise the content of 
each essay.  

Preparing a well-written college 
application essay is very different than 
a well-written high-school essay. My 
students are often challenged by this task 
as it must be skilfully developed with each 
school’s question specifi cally in mind. 
The essays must be written in a way 
that allows a student to be seen three-
dimensionally.   
 
The college resume which is part of 
the application is often given minimal 
focus, but it deserves signifi cant focus, 
for it must be crafted based on the 
student’s activities in a logical and well- 
designed format. After all, it says quite 
a bit about a student academically and 
socially. Students often think some of 
their activities are irrelevant, when in 
fact, they may be critical in distinguishing 
themselves from other candidates.   
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By Dr. Rachelle R. Wolosoff
www.CollegeSearchExpert.com 

There are many factors that complicate the college 
search process. It is important to know how 
schools differ and how you fi t into these various 
schools. You will want to know many things about 
the schools before deciding where to apply. For 
example, think about the following items that 
must be considered when deciding on schools to       
apply for.

1. Academic Profi le of Enrolled Students 
2. Admissions Requirements/Process 
3. Admissions Selectivity 
4. Reputation 
5. General Education Requirements 
6. Honours Programmes 
7. Internship Programmes 
8. Learning Resource Programmes 
9. Cost of Attendance 
10. Employment Success of Graduates 
11. Enrolment Profi le 
12. Faculty 
13. Fraternities/Sororities 
14. Class Size
15. Campus Employment
16. Athletics
17. Computer Access
18. On-campus Housing
19. Features of the Academic Calendar
20. Payment Options
21. Programmes of Study
22. Religious Affi liation
23. Retention Statistics
24. Study Abroad Programmes
25. Transferability of Credits 
26. Student/Teacher Ratio

Once each of these factors, (as well as numerous 
others), is appropriately considered in fi ne-tuning 
the college selection process, the student is more 
likely to experience not only college admission, but 
just as important, college success! This is what all 
parents want for their children.

Success comes to those 
who prepare well. This is 
well illustrated by the old 
English proverb, the early 
bird catches the worm. How 
early is early enough to start 
thinking about college?

If you are a freshman or a 
sophomore, you should be thinking 
about many things in anticipation of 
the college process. 

 Ƒ Determine what your strengths 
and interests are and cultivate 
the connection of these with the 
activities that you are doing both 
in and outside of school. 

 Ƒ Earn awards in areas in which you 
excel.  

 Ƒ Take the practice ACT test 
and SAT test. Start to think 
about which one you are more 
comfortable taking. Consider 
obtaining tutoring for these tests.

 
If you are a junior, this should be your 
best academic year to date.  

 Ƒ Start to plan out the best dates to 
take the actual SAT and/or ACT 
exams. 

 Ƒ Strategise what courses you will 
take that are required, as well as 
the electives that might make your 
college application stand out.

 Ƒ Think about your recommendation 

letters and who will write them. 

If you are a senior, the formal search 
has begun.
 

 Ƒ Formalise your resume of activities 
to be used for your college 
application. Make sure to include 
the details which can be narrowed 
down for the application itself. 

 Ƒ Decide on your selection of 
colleges to which you will apply. 

 Ƒ Include in your college list those 
schools that include varying 
degrees of selectivity, often 
referred to as “reach”, “target” 
and “safety” schools. 

 Ƒ Organise which essays are 
required for the various schools 
you decide to apply to. 

In Summary
The college search, application and 
essay process is one fraught with 
complications, strategies, and lots 
of focused hard work. As previously 
noted, there are many qualifi ed 
candidates for each spot in every 
selective school. It is essential that 
applicants maximise their opportunity 
to differentiate themselves in ways 
that make their uniqueness stand out 
and shine. This is the work I do with 
my clients throughout the year. It is 
the work that opens the doors for 
them, to many wonderful colleges 
and universities in the United States. 

About Dr. Rachelle Wolosoff 
Dr. Rachelle Wolosoff consults with students and 
families all over the world using the Internet. She 
helps them with the entire college process: search, 
application and essay-writing. She has been successful 
in helping students get into their fi rst-choice US 
colleges and universities. Her credentials include a 
doctorate in Education Leadership. She continues 
to teach part-time at the university level, in addition 
to her full-time role as a college search expert. Dr. 
Wolosoff has consulted at the K-12 grade levels. 
She has achieved the teaching profession’s highest 
honour, the National Board Certifi cation, which 
requires satisfying the top teaching standards in the 
profession.Only approximately 2% of all teachers in 

the United States achieve National Board Certifi cation. 
Additionally, Dr. Wolosoff has been featured in 
numerous newspaper articles, professional journals, 
television and radio broadcasts. She has studied at the 
Harvard Graduate School of Education in the Change 
Leadership Group. In a prior career, she was a certifi ed 
public accountant and has worked for one of the 
world’s largest accounting fi rms as a senior manager. 
This gives her the fi rsthand ability to understand the 
connection between education and business and the 
need for education to be meaningful for learners. 

She can be reached by telephone at: 
001-516-208-7835 or via email at: 
Rachelle@CollegeSearchExpert.com.

The Early Bird Catches 
the Worm

26 Important 
Factors to 
Consider When 
Applying to 
US Colleges/
Universities



24 EASYUNI Guide 2013

For such a huge moment in their 
lives, a parent’s moral support has 
never been more important. Can 
you share with us how you show and 
provide support to your children?
Each child is different. My oldest, Brandon, 
graduated from the Royal Melbourne Institute of 
Technology (RMIT). He knew what he wanted, so 
we only helped him with his lodging and other 
practical needs. He was 21 years old. Our middle 
child Sophia is a sophomore in Stanford and is 
self-motivated. We remind her to balance her 
life with fun and healthy living whilst studying. 
Our youngest child, Sara-ling, is a lady of her 
own mind. We try to steer her to think of her 
priorities. We do this by ensuring that we have 
regular family meetings with her and check that 
she is on track with her objectives and deadlines.  

Not one but two of your children 
are studying in top universities. 
Needless to say, the stress and 
anxiety must be so overwhelming, 

having to prepare two kids at a time. 
How do you cope with it?
Sara-ling is applying to 10 universities, of 
which only two are in the top 30 and the rest 
are just good liberal colleges. Applying to US 
universities is a complex process so we engage 
CollegeSearchExpert to help organise their 
time, reduce the paperwork and give guidance 
in a professional manner. It’s often easier for 
a kid to listen to a third party than to a parent 
where academics is concerned. However, we still 
spend every weekend over a six-month period 
discussing and researching university choices and 
brainstorming essay topics.  

Your children must actually be 
under stress when they are applying 
and waiting for the results of their 
application. Do you have any advice 
for parents on how to deal with their 
kids during this period of time?
As the application process is a competitive 
process, especially for Ivy leagues where over 
90% applicants are qualifi ed, there is still an 

A Mum’s Story
We spoke to Lena Koh Maltesen who has three university-going children 
studying in top universities: one in RMIT, one in Stanford while another 
who is busy applying to good liberal colleges. 
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element of luck. It is important that the student selects a variety 
of universities of varying calibre but which have the courses they 
seek and an environment that they feel they can fi t into. The 
important message we give our kids is that they are not a failure 
if they do not get into the university of their choice, provided they 
had put in their best efforts. The important fact is to assure your 
child that you are not defi ned by just your college you got into 
but what you made of your experience in college, whether Ivy 
League or not.

Have you been planning for your kids to enrol 
in the Ivy Leagues or top universities before 
they were even born? Or has this been a gradual 
process or, perhaps, your kids’ wish?
Never. Actually, as they are Danish citizens, they would have free 
universities in Denmark and reduced fees in UK, so until Sophia 
was in Grade 10, that was the plan. However, our European 
friends choose to send their kids to the US and after hearing the 
advantages of US education, we changed our mind at the last 
minute and have not regretted it, even though it is more time-
consuming and a competitive process. We had visited almost 60 
universities in the UK and the US.

Undeniably, a student’s grades depend largely 
on themselves but it is important for a parent to 
be actively involved in their kids’ academic and 
learning lives. How have you involved yourself in 
your kids’ academics and guided them to become 
the teenagers they are today?
We believe that the child’s formative years are in the fi rst 10 
years and it is when we parents need to guide and impart our 
core values to them. Once they reached middle school, their 
peers’ opinions are more important. If they already know and are 
convinced with what their path and purpose in life is and able to 
critically think and self-refl ect, they will themselves arrive at their 

own conclusions without so much “drama” involved. However, 
the trick is not to push our  thoughts down their throats. It is 
like playing a string instrument. The right pressure is the most 
important. Whenever possible, we incorporate knowledge 
learning by getting them into camps, summer schools, and 
internships as part of their summer holidays and even discussions 
over dinner tables but balance them with fun stuff or they will 
dread their holidays as if it is just academics and might rebel 
internally, if not externally.

Do you have any tips to share with parents 
and hopeful students who are looking 
forward to submit their application into these               
sought-after institutions?
Start early to prepare yourself for SAT and ACT exams. Look at 
what these universities look for, be involved in interesting projects, 
keep track of your academic performance as GPA is one of the 
six considerations, show demonstrated interest in the institution 
you apply and the passion you claim to have. Keep healthy! US 
universities look for your profi le as from Grade 9 and sees the 
pattern of consistency and interest.  

During the whole journey, were there any 
memorable moments? Like, a specifi c obstacle 
that you and your children went through 
together? Or it could be something that you will 
look back to, laugh and agree that the whole 
journey was really worth it. 
There are many obstacles but what we can remember is when 
the computer broke down and a 4,000 word essay has to be 
re-written from scratch. Never leave things to the last minute. 
Remember Murphy’s Law! Save your data! The memorable 
moment is, after six months of sweat and tears, they fi nished the 
last application and pressed “Send”. 
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Course and the University
The course that you choose will play 
an important role in your choice of 

university in the future as most institutes 
now have specialised courses in certain fi elds. 
There are renowned institutes that students 
go to for medical courses. There are famous 
universities that students go for business 
courses and people know which college 
offers the best accounting course. Thus, it is 
important to know what you want to study. 
Do a thorough research on it and ask yourself 
if the course is really what you want. Research 
found that choosing the right course is crucial 
in determining a student’s performance as 
students usually leave universities early in the 
course due to choosing the wrong course.

Location
Another aspect to choosing your university 
is the location. It is more straightforward 

to choose your university if you want to live at 
home. However, if you want to live away from 
home, the distance or travel time is something 
that you should look into, be it locally or 
abroad. 

While living away from home has its perks, 
such as getting away from your parents’ 
restrictions and socialising without worrying 
about curfews, it will defi nitely be much more 
expensive. You will also be living far away from 
your home’s emotional security and comfort, 
forcing yourself to be self-reliant. To experience 
the best of both worlds, students opt to go 
for the 3+1 or 2+2 course where they will be 
studying locally for the fi rst two or three years 
and enjoy the other one or two years abroad. 

How to 
Pick the 

Perfect 
University

Choosing the perfect university 
can be tough and requires a 
lot of care. Not only will you be 
attached to it for at least three 
years, but it could also change 
your life altogether. It is costly 
to change universities, not to 
mention the tedious procedure 
that you will have to go through, 
do your research and be fully 
equipped with the knowledge of 
your chosen course.

ENGINEERING

ACCOUNTING

TOURISM

ARCHITECTURE

BUSINESS

ARTS & CREATIVE

MEDICINE

SCIENCE1 2
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Other than that, you will also need to consider the city centre’s 
location. While the city centre has more entertainment 
and excitement, it is considerably busier, noisier and not as 
picturesque. But then again, living off-campus incurs higher 
travel costs and restricted access. 
 

Costs
With anything, there is a cost that you need to consider. 
Living in some areas might be more expensive compared 

to others. For example, living in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia is 
considerably more expensive than living in other smaller cities. 
Besides food, accommodation and travelling expenses, teenagers 
also spend quite a bit on entertainment. Thus, you can always 
do your research and check if the university offers student 
accommodation. There is also fi nancial support available for 
students that you can make full use of. 

The tuition fee has also always been a factor that infl uences the 
decision of students. Public universities generally offer a much 
lower tuition fee compared to private ones. So, sort out your 
budget and how much you are able to spend on your studies. 
You should also fi nd out the other range of costs, such as the 
sports centre, library photocopier and even your graduation 
ceremony. However, students now worry less as there are loans 
that they can apply for.

Type and Size of University
Every university offers different student experiences and it 
all depends on your preference. Older universities generally 

do more research and recruit a higher 
proportion of school-leavers and offer 
more traditional academic courses. On 
the other hand, newer universities are 
more locally and vocationally oriented 
and recruit more mature and part-time 
students. Universities also vary in size. A 
smaller university gives a more personal 
and cozy feel but with fewer facilities 
and non-academic activities, while bigger 
universities offer more activities at the 
expense of more impersonal teachings as 
lectures can be delivered to hundreds of 
students at a time. 

Quality and Reputation
Every university has their own 
reputation and their quality 

varies from one university to another. 
Therefore, do your research and 
check reviews to see if that particular 
university you are interested in has a 
good reputation and quality. But keep in 
mind that higher quality and reputation 
will cost you more. So, factor that in. 
You should also view your own results 
as universities with higher reputations 
are more selective and demanding in 
admitting students. They might require 
you to score a near-perfect pointer. 

Facilities
Facilities in each university are fairly the same, with a library, 
sports centre, health service, career service and others. If 

there are specifi c facilities that you are looking for, it is always 
worth it to check the university out. Another factor to consider is 
the accommodation if you are staying away from home. Is there 
accommodation for the students? If so, where is it located? If no, 
are there any private accommodations nearby that you can live 
in? Is it in a good location a few minutes walk away? A positive 
answer for all these will put your parents and you at ease. 

In short, compile a short list of possible universities that are 
appealing to you, because they have better facilities, their good 
reputation, the course offered appeals to you, or a combination 
of all the mentioned factors. Then, get their undergraduate 
prospectus. The prospectus supplies most of what you need to 
know such as course details, facilities and entry requirements. 
However, university prospectus always portray the university on 
the bright and sunny side. Although they are rarely factually 
incorrect, there are students who claim disappointment over 
the experience. You can either go to the university personally or 
attend a higher education fair where you can gather information 
more effi ciently. However, going to the university personally 
could be helpful as you can experience the atmosphere of the 
university yourself. It might also help to talk to the teachers or 
those who have studied there previously, though you should 
always be critical of what you hear as some might be talking 
about how it was ages ago and universities have changed a lot 
since then.

3

4

5

6
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Getting 

Scholarships and 

Student Loans
Not every one of us has the capability for higher levels of education. That is why 
there are scholarships and loan programmes to encourage and enable the public 
to pursue their education. While a scholarship is an award of fi nancial aid for a 
student to further their education that does not need to be repaid, a loan will need 
to be repaid together with interest. 
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Applying for Scholarships 
and Loans
Most if not all top universities offer 
scholarships for their students. So, what 
are you waiting for? Start preparing 
your applications. You just need to do 
some research, such as what kind of 
scholarships they are, where to get 
them and criteria needed to be eligible. 
Although putting together a successful 
scholarship application can be time-
consuming and quite exhausting, the 
fruits of your labour will be worth it when 
you are successful at the end.

• Deadlines and Research
Before doing anything, always check 
the deadlines of the applications. The 
last thing you want to do is to prepare 
everything and realise that they are not 
accepting applications anymore. So, 
mark the due dates on the calendar, 
your phone, and computer desktop - 
anything that reminds you of the due 
date so you don’t miss it. Then, work 
your way backwards to fi gure out how 
much time you have left to fi ll in and 
submit the applications.  

Another thing worth noting is, 
start your research early. Never put 
unnecessary pressure on yourself and 
build up the anxiety. Instead of putting 
everything off to the last minute and 
apply for the scholarship that you’d die 
to get your hands on, you can get more 
options if you start early and search 
for the ample scholarships available to 
you. With good time management, the 
process of completing your application 
– scholarships research, information 
request and form application – will be a 
breeze and you might even have extra 
time after that to pamper yourself for 
the good job you have done. 

• Eligibility
Know what you are actually looking for. 
In this case, you need to fi nd out what 
scholarships you are actually eligible 
for. Why spend unnecessary time and 
effort in applying for those that you 
are not even entitled to when you can 
spend the precious time by applying 
for those that you are suitable for and 
increase your chance at scoring a good 
scholarship? Spend your time working 
on applying for those. 

• Organisation
While working on your scholarship 
application, lessen your headache with 
good organisation. For starters, come 
up with a separate fi le, consisting of 
only your scholarship material such as 
high school transcript, standardised 
test scores, fi nancial aid forms, parents’ 
fi nancial information, essays, letters 
of recommendations, and proof of 
eligibility for the scholarship. You 
might also need to prepare for an 
interview. Other than that, an audition 
or portfolio might be required if 
you’re competing for a talent-based 
scholarship. With a separate folder for 
your scholarship fi les, you will always 
know where to fi nd it and it will be 
easy to update. You will also be able 
to keep track of the multiple due dates 
of your scholarships. Maybe you could 
stick a scholarship due dates list in big 
red marker in front of your folder to 
make sure you are on track. 

• Instructions and Information
Follow the instructions given. If it is 
stated that your essay should be less 
than a thousand words long, don’t 
submit one with a thousand and one 

words. Keep to the word limit. Don’t 
send in supporting materials if they are 
not requested. 

Then, include all the required 
information and provide the correct 
ones. Make sure that you provide 
whatever that is required of you in your 
application. You don’t want to miss a 
thing; it simply does not make the best 
fi rst impression, especially if you omit 
specifi cally requested information. The 
correct information, such as your name, 
address, contact number and such, is 
important for a smooth processing and 
to avoid any delays as well as making 
you look professional with everything 
done fl awlessly.

• Check and Re-check Your 
Application
Before submitting your complete 
application, you should always 
proofread your applications or ask 
someone reliable to proofread it for 
you. Make sure that all the necessary 
blanks are fi lled and run spell checks 
and grammar checks. If you do 
not know how to fi ll in part of the 
application, do not hesitate to call up 
the scholarship sponsors. Ensure that 
your handwriting is legible to others 
and printed in a neat manner. Another 
important thing to note is your reused 
materials. With a few applications that 
you are fi lling in, you are bound to use 
the same one, such as a cover letter or 
essay. In this case, make sure that you 
are fi lling in the correct names. 

Last but not least, remember to sign and 
date your application. It is also a good 
idea to keep copies of your application 
for records purposes or just in case the 
application materials get lost during 
delivery. This suggests that you should use 
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a certifi ed mail or request a return receipt 
to confi rm that your materials are safe in 
the hands of the recipient. 

The concept in applying for a loan is also 
almost the same with how you apply 
for a scholarship. Do your research, 
check your eligibility, make sure that 
you know when the deadline is and 
keep your things organised and fi nally 
check your application for any fl aws                  
before submitting.

References/Referees
When you are asked to provide references 
or referees, do make sure you choose 
them carefully. This application will 
determine if you are going to further 
your studies or not. After making up your 
mind, you need to inform them about 
your application and brief them about the 
kind of skills and experience you need to 
demonstrate. With that, they will be able 
to praise you effectively and effi ciently, 
securing your application. It is a good 
idea to get your high-school teacher, 
preferably one whose subject you did well 
in, as they could recommend good things 
about you. Getting the teacher advisor 
of a club you are involved in to vouch for 
you is also a good idea. 

Increasing Your Chance 
of Securing a Scholarship
Some may feel that scholarship awards 
are too competitive for them to be 
eligible. But, you don’t know until you try, 
do you? Besides, if someone has to win it, 
why not grab it for yourself? If you have 
an outstanding GPA and standardized 
test scores, you can always target       
academic scholarships.  

• Play with the Numbers
Usually, you will qualify for 10% out 
of every hundred opportunities you 
found or 10 of those scholarships 
you apply for. This means that for 
every ten scholarship applications 
submitted, you will be able to win one 
scholarship award. So, by applying for 
more scholarships, your chances are 
increased to secure the award. This 
way, you can invest more of your time 
in the searching process. 

• Go for the Small Ones As Well
You should also pay attention to the 
smaller awards. With the large ones 
being targeted by most, your odds at 
being chosen will inevitably decrease 
– but this doesn’t mean that these 
big guys are out of your reach. It just 
means that there are loads of people 
trying, and if you can win several small 
scholarships, the total could be equal to 
the sum of the big one that everybody 
is aiming for. By hedging your bets 

and applying for scholarships where 
you have a 50% chance at winning, 
you are spending your time wisely and 
increasing your chances of getting that 
money for your higher education.

• Qualifi cation
Although it is good to widen your 
search and explore every nook and 
cranny for your scholarship, remember 
that you should utilise your time by 
looking for scholarships that you qualify 
for. These applications take time, effort 
and thought and you don’t want to 
waste them fi lling out applications that 
you are not suitable for. 

• Be Positive
Your attitude is important in the 
application process. Instead of being 
frustrated with this endless process, 
think of it as a gift and whether you 
win the scholarship or not, you are 
increasing your scholarship chances by 
putting yourself out there. If you are 
rejected, it is actually a reward for one 
of your future classmates. With this 
competition for scholarships, it is an 
experience you can take with you and 
learn to compete in the “real world” 
with every win and loss. 

What to Know Before 
Applying for a Student 
Loan
Like a scholarship, applying for a loan 
might seem a tremendous task when 
you are just getting started. However, 
once you have equipped yourself with 
the necessary information, it is actually 
not that hard. You just need to start 
early and keep track of the deadline so 
that you don’t miss it. Before applying 
for a student loan, it is crucial to fully 
understand what you are getting into, 
especially when most student borrowers 
have never had a loan before. 

Like any car loan and home mortgage, 
student loans also must be repaid 
with interest and the fi rst payment 
is usually required six months after 
graduation, regardless of whether you are 
employed or not. The interest rate on an 
unsubsidised loan should be a key factor 
in your fi nancial planning as it begins 
accruing interest while you are in school. 
Different loans also have different interest 
rates. So, don’t neglect the fees that 
come with most student loans. 

You also need to create or get a personal 
identifi cation number (PIN) and use it 
throughout the process of applying for 
and repaying your student loans. Then, 
visit the government website to download 
a list of all the documents that you will 
need in completing your loan application. 
After the closing date, you will know 
whether you are eligible for the loan and 
the amount that you are entitled to.

The fi nal step in applying for student 
loans is to accept your fi nancial aid 
reward package and sign the promissory 
note outlining the details of the loan, 
interest rates and terms of repayment. 
For fi rst-time student loan borrowers, 
they are usually required to attend a brief 
counselling session in most institutions. 

Keep in mind that this does not mean 
that you can slack in your academic 
performance as they have a minimum 
requirement to continue receiving the 
loans. That means that there is a certain 
grade point average you will have to 
maintain or at least avoid being under 
academic probation. 

Despite the burden of debt after 
graduation, borrowing under these 
programmes is a great way to pay for an 
education that might otherwise be out 
of reach. Just try to make the best out 
the borrowing opportunity by using the 
loans with the most favourable terms 
fi rst and managing your funds wisely 
in school while handling your debt 
responsibly after graduation. 

You can visit www.easyuni.com for the latest update on scholarships and download an ebook on Malaysian Scholarships.
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English 
Profi ciency 
Test: 
Practice 
Makes Perfect

There are a few 
recognised English 
profi ciency tests 
available that students 
can take. Like the name 
suggests, these tests 
measures your English 
profi ciency and the 
results are recognised 
by institutions; some 
are compulsory for 
gaining entry into 
degree courses offered 
at all Malaysian public 
universities. 
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Malaysian University English Test 
(MUET)

The Malaysian University English Test (MUET) was fi rst launched 
in 1999 and administered by the Malaysian Examinations 
Council. It is taken by students who intend to pursue their 
tertiary education at public universities as it is a mandatory test 
if you want to join Malaysian public universities. This test is 
carried out thrice a year and candidates usually register through 
their academic institutions, or State Education Departments for                   
private candidates. 

The drawback of MUET is that, unlike the International English 
Language Testing System (IELTS) and Test of English as a 
Foreign Language (TOEFL) which are globally accepted, MUET is 
recognised only in Malaysia and Singapore. 

There are four components in the MUET: listening, speaking, 
reading and writing. The listening and speaking component 
carries 15% and a duration of 30 minutes while reading and 
writing carries 40% and 30% respectively which has to be 
completed in 90 minutes. All the percentages contribute to a total 
score of 300. Students are then categorised into 6 ranks; Band 
1, 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6 with band 1 being a limited English user and 
band 6 being a very good English user.  

International English Language 
Testing System (IELTS)

IELTS is one of the pioneers for English language testing for 
the four skills since over 21 years ago and continues to set the 
standard of English language testing today. IELTS is recognised 
as a secure, valid and reliable indicator of true-to-life ability 
to communicate in English for education, immigration and 
professional accreditation. It is jointly owned by British Council, 
IDP: IELTS Australia and the Cambridge English Language 
Assessment through more than 800 test centres and locations in 
more than130 countries.

There are also 4 components of listening, reading, writing and 
speaking in IELTS. The listening component takes 30 minutes, 
reading and writing takes 60 minutes while speaking takes 
about 11 to 14 minutes. Like MUET, IELTS also works on a band 
system with band 1 being the weakest and band 9 being the 
best. The band is calculated based on the average band of the 
4 components. IELTS also has an academic training or general 
training where the listening and speaking task will be the same, 
while the reading and writing tasks are different.

English 1119
There is another English language profi ciency test sat by           Sijil 
Pelajaran Malaysia (SPM) (O Level) candidates called the 1119. This test 
is actually graded in the English paper that the candidates attempt. 
That is why students are given two grades in their English paper – one 
is for English and the other for 1119 English. The 1119 is equivalent 
to the GCE (O-Levels) English language in the Cambridge International 
Examinations (CIE). In this English paper, there will be a directed writing 
and continuous writing section, and a good grade for 1119 English 
depends heavily on your continuous writing. To get an ‘A’, your essay 
will need to be interesting, written in varied sentences, contain a wide 
vocabulary and be grammatically correct.

Test of English as a Foreign 
Language (TOEFL)

TOEFL is also quite similar to IELTS, with the 4 components of 
listening, reading, writing and speaking, plus the 9 bands to 
categorise its candidates. However, TOEFL lasts a little longer 
compared to IELTS where its reading and listening section lasts 
about 60 to 90 minutes. The speaking section lasts the shortest, 
about 20 minutes, and the writing consumes another 60 minutes. 
Each component has a maximum score of 30 which sums up to a 
total score of about 120. 

Depending on your location, test takers can take the TOEFL iBT 
test or Paper-based test (PBT) if the test centres in their location 
do not have Internet access. TOEFL offers more test dates, as 
many as 30 to 40 per year, and locations – 4,500 test centres in 
165 countries, than any other English-language test in the world. 
This test can be attempted as many times as you want. Depending 
on your location, the cost of this test can range anywhere from 
US$160 to US$250. 

Needless to say, preparation is very important if you want to score 
a high band. First of all, check the structure and format of the 
test. You can do this easily by getting them at the bookstore or by 
browsing their website as they do provide necessary information 
to guide you. Secondly, prepare early and don’t leave it till the last 
minute. Then, practise, practise and practise whenever you can. 
Think about how badly you want the good grades. Self- study, 
form a study group or join a class to make the most out of it. 

Listening and speaking needs a lot of practice and friends to 
guide you along. Take someone fl uent in the language and speak 
with them. Visualise the scenario and get used to it to avoid 
panicking too much when the real thing happens. When you are 
listening, don’t attempt to listen to every single word. There are 
techniques to catch the meaning. As for reading and writing, get 
the model questions and do it. The websites of these tests do 
offer practice tests that you can download and attempt. For the 
reading test, learn to skim and scan. Then, master the skill and 
express your thoughts, views, opinions and ideas on paper, in the 
most coherent manner and suitable vocabulary. 

You should also read a lot. Don’t read everything blindly; be smart 
in choosing your topics – those likely to appear in your test. How 
much do you know about social problems? Crime? Technology? 
General knowledge? If you don’t know, read them. There are 
newspapers, magazines and articles from English language 
websites. Finally, extend your vocabulary by getting a good 
academic workbook. Of course, you will need a better vocabulary 
level than your normal everyday English vocabulary. Remember, 
do not slack and practice makes perfect. So, try your best and 
practise till the last minute. 
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Medicine is the applied science or practice of the 
diagnosis, treatment and prevention of disease. 
A variety of healthcare practices has evolved to 
maintain and restore health by the prevention and 
treatment of illness in human beings. 

Popular Courses 
and Career Options

Medicine
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Health science, biomedical research and medical technology 
are applied in contemporary medicine to treat injury and disease. 
Although they are usually given through medicine or surgery, 
there are also therapies as diverse as psychotherapy, external 
splints and traction, prostheses, biologics, ionising radiation 
and others. 

The medical profession is an absolute must for the human 
society. They are the ones that make a real difference to people’s 
lives. With a person’s life in their hands, it is defi nitely not an easy 
profession. The period of training to become a fully qualifi ed 
doctor is lengthy and the training itself is challenging. Your 
strong interest in science and passion for helping others will be 
driving you to keep going through the ups and downs of the 
training period.

Other than your real commitment to the fi eld, if you want to 
enter a top medical school, you will have to show exceptional 
grades in science subjects, especially chemistry and biology, since 
you will be dealing with these subjects most of the time in your 
career. To show your commitment, you will need to gain work 
experience at a local healthcare centre, private consultancy or 
another type of care facility such as an old people’s care home. 
Keep in mind that this course is highly challenging, with intensive 
and time-consuming workload 
and an endless demand 
on intellect. It may also be 
emotionally draining at times. 

Before deciding on a location, 
keep in mind that medical 
training structures are different 
depending on countries. 
Other than that, the medical 
qualifi cations gained in 
one country might not be 
recognised in others. 

A medical school is a tertiary 
educational institution – or part 
of such an institution – that 
teaches medicine. The degree 
programs offered are usually 
Bachelor/Doctor of Medicine, 
Doctor of Osteopathic Medicine, Doctor of Philosophy, Master’s 
degree or other post-secondary education. A physician/associate 
program is usually offered in many medical schools. Although 
the entry criteria, structure, teaching methodology and nature 
of the medical programs vary in different countries, medical 
schools are often highly competitive using standardised entrance 
examinations to narrow the selection criteria for candidates. 

In most countries, the study of medicine is completed as 
an undergraduate degree not requiring any prerequisite 
undergraduate coursework. However, more places are rising 
for graduate entrants who have completed an undergraduate 
degree, including some required courses. In the United States and 
Canada, almost all medical degrees are second entry degrees and 
require several years of previous study at the university level. 
Medical degrees are awarded to medical students after the 
completion of their degree program, usually fi ve or more years 
for the undergraduate model and four years for the graduate 
model. Curricula are usually divided into preclinical sciences 
(biochemisty, genetics, pharmacology, pathology, anatomy 
and physiology among others) and clinical rotations (internal 
medicine, general surgery, pediatrics, psychiatry and obstetrics 
and gynaecology among others). 

What Will You Be Studying
Most medical schools offer a four-year programme, where the 
fi rst two years will be spent mostly in the classroom and lab. You 
will also be studying the fundamentals that you will need in the 
art of medicine and patient care. Undergraduate science courses 
will equip you with the basics needed to delve deeper into the    
good – and more complicated – stuff. So, this is where you will 
be putting your knowledge into good use and start learning 
about the intricacies of the human body. 

It might vary from school to school, but these are roughly what 
you will be studying during your fi rst two years – neurosciences, 
microbiology, pathology, physiology, clinical psychiatry and 
behavioural medicine, human anatomy, genetics, cell and 
tissue biology/histology, clinical ethics, biochemistry, human 
development and pharmacology. 

Some schools also offer courses that deal with things you 
may encounter as a physician that aren’t necessarily science- 
based, such as how to interact with patients in an effective 
and respectful manner; public health issues; gender, race, and 
religious issues in medicine; death and dying; and the legal or 
economic aspects of the healthcare profession. 

The last two years of medical 
school is when you will be 
practicing medicine. Most of 
your time will now be spent in 
completing rotations in hospitals 
and clinics where you will learn 
by observing and doing. A little 
of everything will be covered 
such as obstetrics, family 
practice, psychiatry, surgery 
and emergency medicine. While 
your third-year rotations are more 
fundamental, you will be able 
to choose rotations in areas that 
interest you in your fourth year. 

You will need to begin applying 
for residency late in the third year 
or early fourth year. Hopefully, 

you have decided on what you want to specialise with the 
various rotations that you have completed so far so that you can 
choose the residency programme that interests you. After the 
application, you will be interviewed and you will need to prepare 
a residency personal statement. Residents are also eligible for 
medical licenses after the third year.



35EASYUNI Guide 2013

Career Options 
Medical graduates can expect a fairly 
secure career as doctors are always 
in demand. Plus, they reap signifi cant 
fi nancial rewards. However, there is a large 
amount of variation in salaries, depending 
on the fi eld of medicine you choose to 
specialise in. Being a general practitioner 
is the common path taken by most, but a 
neurologist or plastic surgeon earns more. 

Although the majority of medical degree 
graduates become practicing physicians, 
there is a huge range of possible 
specialisations you can choose. Most 
medicine graduates make use of their 
degree one way or another during their 
career, considering the amount of years 
they have spent studying. 

While some go for hands-on challenges 
of clinical practice, working in hospitals, 
their own private practice or other health 
organisations, others choose to go into 
medical research, using their expertise 
to contribute to the understanding 
of diseases and development of new 
diagnostic techniques and treatments. 

This could also mean that they are 
researching the causes of different 
illnesses, examining the effectiveness of 
new drugs, or working of developing 
new medical technologies such as 
those involved in artifi cial limbs, fertility 
treatments and gene therapy. 

General practice is what we often hear of 
and graduates can choose to specialise 
in fi elds such as anaesthesia, cardiology, 
emergency medicine, neurology, obstetrics 
and gynaecology, ophthalmology, 
palliative care, psychiatry and surgery. 

• Physicians
They work in one or more of several 
specialties such as anaesthesiology, 
family and general medicine, general 
internal medicine, general paediatrics, 
obstetrics and gynaecology. Most medical 
students who are interested in becoming 
a physician in the future take specialised 
courses in their chosen area during 
medical school. Physicians with an M.D. 
title tend to use common medicines and 
surgery to treat medical conditions while 
those with the D.O. title use less common 
methods, focusing on preventive and          
holistic treatments. 

• Surgeons
Surgeons perform operations to repair 
or alleviate medical conditions. The can 
choose to specialise in specifi c medical 
areas – such as orthopaedic surgeons 
and neurosurgeons – or reconstructive 
and plastic surgery. Surgeons have the 
fl exibility to work in a hospital setting or 
practice privately.

• Teaching and Research Careers 

Not all medical graduates like hands-
on work. There are those who enjoy 
research or teaching as a career. If that 
is the case, they can always opt to be 
a medical professor or professional 
researcher. Medical professors often 
combine teaching and practice, working 
in a classroom as well as in a hospital 
environment where they could supervise 
medical students of practice part-time. 
On the other hand, medical researchers 
usually work in a laboratory, researching 
new medical treatments for disease or 
study medical conditions and disease. 

Is This Right for Me?
Before deciding on this course, ask 
yourself if you are comfortable being 
around sick and injured people or if 
you go pale at the sight of blood. Do 
you care about health and well-being? 
These questions are important to decide 
whether you are suited to become a 
doctor or not. It is never a good idea 
to study medicine merely because it is 
expected of you. This is because the path 
towards becoming a doctor (usually what 
most students choose to be) is 
long and anything but easy. 

Practicing medicine can be strenuous, 
stressful, frustrating and bureaucratic. It is 
not a job for everyone. You have to be sure 
that this job is really what you want and is 
the right choice for you. There is no better 
way to make up your mind and fi nd out 
that this job is your calling other than seeing 
a medical practice in action and talking to 
those who provide healthcare. 

That way, you can gain an insight 
into what it is and what to expect, 
as well as what it is really about. Get 
a realistic idea about the working 
lives of doctors as it is not what 
you always see on the television. It 
is not always an adrenaline-fuelled 
life-saving exercise in the emergency 
room plus all those dramas. Remember 
that this is a human’s life we are talking 
about: there is no take two. 

There are also those who enrol in this 
course concentrating on the social 
status and money instead of the long 

hours and huge workloads that doctors 
undertake. Undeniably, the career is  
fulfi lling, challenging, prestigious, secure 
and relatively well-paid. However, many 
of them neglect the fact that it is not an 
easy journey. You will have to study for 
years, often until you are well into your 
thirties. There are also many GPs battling 
away in the suburbs like any other small 
businessperson placed in a competitive 
environment. If you are able to take the 
stress, workload and possible emotional 
breakdowns that come with the job, it is 
going to be a rewarding career. 
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Pathway to Becoming a Doctor
As honourable as becoming a doctor seems to be, it is a 
profession which cannot be entered quickly due to its long and 
challenging path. Diligence, motivation and preservation are 
crucial to fi nish the training as it takes many years of study to 
practice independently. The path to being a doctor usually takes a 
minimum of 12 years after secondary school, depending on your 
specialty. Specialties with extensive training periods can take fi ve 
or more years while non-surgical specialties often take less time. 

Secondary school is usually the starting point in being a doctor. 
Good grades are necessary and science subjects are required for 
medical school. Volunteering is also a good idea as it gives you 
a chance to help people as well as look good in your CV if you 
decided to pursue medicine. Not only should you volunteer at a 
hospital, clinic or doctor’s offi ce, you can also volunteer for works 
that are not directly medically related such as a soup kitchen or 
Habitat for Humanity. 

Your Bachelor’s Degree is a good place to prepare for medical 
school. Score well in the core subjects such as organic 
chemistry, general chemistry, biology, physics, microbiology and 
biochemistry as these are the subjects scrutinised critically by the 
admissions team at each medical school. During the last year of 
school or when you complete the required classes, it is time for 

you to take the Medical College Admissions Test (MCAT) or UK 
Clinical Aptitude Test (UKCAT) and BioMedical Admissions Test 
(BMAT). For competitive MCAT score, aim to get a score above 
10 (the score ranges from 1 to 15 with 15 being the best score) 
in each of the fi rst three sections. A practice test is a good way to 
fi nd out where your base is and to know how much progress is 
needed to get good points.

After obtaining your MCAT scores, you can begin the application 
process which requires multiple letters of reference, interviews 
with each medical school that decided to consider you and 
essays. Your behaviour is also being observed to judge if you are 
mature enough to handle medical school, whether you are self-
motivated to complete the programme, whether you can present 
yourself in a professional manner and if you are clean and neat. 
Being a non-smoker is a plus, or you could quit smoking. Do not 
have the odour of smoke during the interview. 

The ‘year off’ year, when prospective medical students interview 
with the schools to which they have applied, may be a good 
time for you to consider a Doctor of Medicine (MD) or a Doctor 
of Osteopathy (DO) programme. They differ in terms of teaching 

styles and focus during medical school. Osteopathic schools 
educate their students to look at the whole patient instead of the 
injured or diseased part. Although this was a major difference in 
the past, allopathic programme are also embracing the “whole 
person” approach now. So, the difference is not as notable now 
anymore. However, DO students are educated in Osteopathic 
Medical Treatment (OMT) – body manipulation similar to what is 
done by chiropractors.

In medical schools, there are four years of education. First two 
years will be spent on learning the fundamentals of medical 
sciences, taking medical histories and performing a physical 
exams as well as learning the principles behind diagnosing 
disease. Before progressing to the third year, you will have to take 
and pass a test. In third year, you will spend one or two months 
in each of the major medical specialties and work with patients 
under the supervision of experienced physicians in hospital and 
clinics, learning acute, chronic and rehabilitative care as well as 
the social skills that give a doctor good bedside manners. Then, 
you will determine the specialty you want to pursue before 
going to fourth year as you will be spending your fourth year in 
electives based on preferred specialty and apply to and interview 
at residency programs. You will also have to pass the second test 
in your fourth year.

Once your place of residency is determined, residency training 
will take place in a hospital setting in which you will also earn 
a salary. You will be responsible for patients while supervised 
by senior residents as well as attending physicians. A fi nal test 
will also have to be taken to be board certifi ed in a specialty. 
Residency training can take 3 to 7 years to complete. After 
residency, you may consider fellowship training to become even 
more specialised within a fi eld. Fellowships typically take one to 
three years to complete.
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            QS 
Ranking  School Name
 01 Harvard University 

 02  University of Oxford 

 03  University of Cambridge 

 04  Stanford University 

 05  Yale University 

 06  University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA) 

 07  Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) 

 08  Johns Hopkins University 

 09  Imperial College London 

 10  Columbia University 

 11  University of California, San Francisco 

 12  Duke University 

 13  University of Pennsylvania 

 14  UCL (University College London) 

 15  The University of Melbourne 

 16  Mayo Medical School 

 17  University of Michigan 

 18  University of Toronto 

 19  McGill University 

 20  Karolinska Institute 

 21  National University of Singapore (NUS) 

 22  University of Chicago 

 23  University of California, San Diego (UCSD) 

 24  King’s College London (KCL) 

 25  The University of Tokyo 

            QS 
Ranking  School Name
 26  University of Washington 

 27  Boston University 

 28  University of Hong Kong 

 29  Cornell University 

 30  McMaster University 

 31  The University of Sydney 

 32  Washington University in St. Louis 

 33  University of Edinburgh 

 34  The University of Manchester 

 35  University of Wisconsin-Madison 

 36  Kyoto University 

 37  University of Pittsburgh 

 38  University of Zurich 

 39  California Institute of Technology (Caltech) 

 40  Erasmus University Rotterdam 
 
 41  Ruprecht-Karls-Universität Heidelberg 

 42  Monash University 

 43  University of Helsinki 

 44  Baylor College of Medicine 

 45  New York University (NYU) 

 46  Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin 

 47  Northwestern University 

 48  Australian National University

 49 The University of Queensland

 50 Ludwig-Maximilians-Universität München

QS World University Rankings by Subject (2012)

Source: QS Top Universities.    Visit: www.topuniversities.com

Medicine
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What are the career options and salary trends for medical 
doctors in Malaysia? 
Basically, there are two routes for medical doctors to take. One is 
to join the public sector while the other is to go private. However, 
in Malaysia, it is compulsory for doctors to undergo housemanship 
for two years after completing a medical degree under the Medical 
Act 1970. The doctor can continue to work for the government 
as a medical offi cer or a specialist, if qualifi ed. In the government 
sector, one can seek employment in the Ministry of Health, or work 
for the Ministry of Higher Education, posted in one of the many 
public universities. Lastly, one can even join the army. The other 
route is to join the private sector. In private practice, one can be a 
solo practitioner or join a private hospital. 

Salary wise, government salary is fi xed and may not be so high. A 
top-end government medical specialist can earn from RM18,000 
to RM25,000 a month depending on his or her rank, seniority and 
qualifi cations. A houseman can expect to earn from RM3,000 to 
RM4,000. As for private practice, there is no fi xed salary range.

What are the opportunities and challenges that 
candidates should look out for in the medical line?
It all depends on what you want. Looking at the complex world 
of medicine, you can opt to go into some specialisation or niche 
sections. You need to be trained for that. However, only certain 
countries provide training for specifi c areas of specialisation and 
waiting period to join the training could be long and you need 
to compete for a place with candidates from other countries. 
However, if you just want to be a general practitioner, then you’re 
going to be in a big pool of doctors.  

Apart from skills and knowledge, what other aspects 
someone new to medicine should have?
If you’re hardworking and intelligent, you can fare well in medicine 
but if you don’t have passion to practice medicine, this is not your 
fi eld as it is very challenging. You have to put all your personal 
interests and problems aside (at least while you’re working) if you 
want to become an excellent medical doctor. 

What is the employment outlook for the medical industry 
in Malaysia for the next 10 years?
For Malaysia, the current doctor to patient ratio stands at 1:900. 
But this is not all correct on the ground. For instance, in Sabah 
and Sarawak, the ratio is higher while at other urban areas the 

ratio is 1:400. In fact, at some streets you can see fi ve or six GP 
clinics in the same row with most of them empty. This is not a 
good scenario. The doctors tend to stick to urban areas rather than 
be in rural areas. Currently, we’re manufacturing doctors but the 
distribution is not right. Until now there is no control to where a 
doctor can open his practice. You can just about open anywhere 
you want. 

There is also a problem in area of specialisation too, where doctors 
tend to group into a certain and popular fi eld – often in those that 
are more profi table. This creates further unevenness in the medical 
service system. These are some of the factors for private universities 
to keep producing more medical graduates since the demand is 
always there.

We often read that many medical graduates dread being 
housemen as they are subjected to work-related stress, 
some even suffering from depression. Is housemanship 
really that bad?
It all depends on the houseman. We were all housemen once. 
Housemanship is only two years of your working experience. 
This is the time to build your foundation, and also character. 
This is the time to take the initiative to learn hands-on, examine 
as many patients as possible, and put into practice what you’ve 
learnt in medical school. You can be working in a hospital with 
an oversupply of housemen with very little to do. Then again, you 
also have to blame the breed of young doctors who join now, 
who’re sometimes spoilt and have a ‘care less’ attitude. They’ll 
even complain when there are only two patients to take care of. 
Statistics and analysis will tell you that if a doctor cannot cope in 
the two years of housemanship, then probably he or she isn’t fi t to 
become a good doctor anyway. 

What are three most important pieces of advice you 
would like to tell someone entering the medical industry?
As I’ve mentioned earlier, passion. You must be passionate fi rst. 
Intelligence and knowledge are part of it. Being hardworking 
is another trait you should have. Medicine is a highly accurate, 
human-centric fi eld. If you don’t like interacting with people, then 
this is not the fi eld for you. 

Interview Industry

Datuk Dr. Kuljit Singh
Consultant Specialist - 
Ear, Nose & Throat
Prince Court Medical Centre
Editor of BERITA MMA

Medicine
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Tell us about your course.
Bachelor of Medicine and Bachelor of Surgery (MBBS) is the 
course that I am studying now. This is a fi ve-year degree 
programme where I will spend 2! years in Asia Metropolitan 
University (AMU) Johor Bahru, Malaysia and the remaining 2! 
years in the Chettinad Academy of Research and Education, 
India. This programme consists of two phases. Phase I consists 
of two stages. Phase I stage I (2 years) is known as a Pre-Clinical 
Programme and phase I stage II is known as a Para-Clinical 
programme (! year). This phase is conducted in Malaysia. Phase 
II which is known as Clinical Programme (2! years) is conducted 
entirely in India. After completing MBBS, we will be doing a two-
year housemanship in a Malaysian government hospital. Upon 
completing these two years we will become fully fl edged doctors.

What were the factors you considered and what 
motivated you to choose this course?
There were three factors that I considered before I made my 
decision to join this course. The most important factor is the 
fi nancial part. It took me a very long time to think whether I 
could really afford this MBBS programme as this programme is 
very expensive. Secondly, it was whether I can cope with this 
course or not. Thirdly, was choosing the right university. My 
family, together with my burning desire, further motivated me to 

take up this course. I am also grateful to my elder brother who 
really guided me all this while. He is my biggest motivator.

What do you like and dislike most about this course?
It is the respect given to you by people when they know you are 
studying MBBS. What I dislike the most in MBBS is the long hours 
of classes and practical.

What are the most important aspects that you’ve 
learned during the course and how has your life 
changed after joining the course?
We have to enjoy what we are doing. We also learn how to value 
people’s life and ours too. This programme has taught me to 
be more disciplined. My life has changed a lot. I feel that I am a 
more improved person.

What is your advice for those who are considering 
joining the course you’re now studying?
Do a lot of research. Ask working doctors on prospects and 
career options. It is also advisable to seek more information about 
the university which offers the MBBS programme.

Medicine

Interview Student

Sandeep Charan Suri, 23
Ipoh, Perak
Studying Medicine at Asia 
Metropolitan University (AMU)
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Our daily life is very much surrounded by the work of engineers, from the basic light 
bulbs to the more complicated bridges and buildings around us. So, we cannot deny 
that engineering is everywhere and shaping the world for the better as engineers create 
things we have never imagined to be possible as well as infl uence every product and 
construction in our modern society. 

With different challenges arriving every now and then, engineers       
rise to the occasion as they are at the centre of inventing creative 
solutions to tackle these challenges head-on. Engineers will always 
play a critical role in fi nding solutions to the important issues 
that we face; global warming, energy supplies, clean water, food 
shortages, transport, obesity, healthcare and the aging population. 

While science is about learning and comprehending the natural, 
engineering is about devising, designing and executing the 
artifi cial. Thus, although engineers use science and maths in their 
work, engineering is not really considered science. For example, 
medicine aims to understand and sustain the human body while 
biomedical engineers design artifi cial devices that enhance and 
replace some of the bodily functions such as pacemakers and 
bionic eyes.

Simply put, engineers are problem-solvers, organisers, 
communicators, calculators and designers. They are capable 
of clearly defi ning a problem and its relevant constraints such 
as time and cost while providing a simple solution. Senior 

engineers usually perform less technical work, such as calculating 
and designs, compared to others as they are more focused on 
managing a project or team of engineers. 

There are various types of engineering, such as biomedical 
engineering, chemical engineering, civil and environmental 
engineering and computer science and engineering among others. 
These engineering fi elds are also linked to one another and these 
engineers will need to work together. Take a tunnel project as 
an example. A civil engineer who specialises in structural design 
(structural engineer) calculates the size of the tunnel and decide 
on how it is to be constructed as well as the materials used. Then, 
a mechanical engineer designs the ventilation system for an airy 
tunnel as well as dispensing as much vehicle emissions as possible. 
The job of deciding the amount or emissions to be removed and 
the process of removing them is passed to a mechanical engineer. 
A tunnel will also need lights and hazard signs whose control 
systems will be designed by an electrical engineer. Sometimes, 
specialist disciplines such as environmental engineering will 
be used to conduct an investigation into the sustainability and 
environmental effects of a tunnel. 

Engineering
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Although all engineers generally work as 
part of a team, they do work individually 
depending on the project, job and the fi eld 
of the engineer. For example, a chemical 
engineer conducting research and 
development may spend the majority of 
his time working independently in a lab. A 
civil engineer in the construction industry 
may spend most of his time on-site while 
working with foremen and tradesmen to 
develop buildings or infrastructure. 

Although course structure varies by 
institute, they would have typically 
studied these courses. There are advanced 
concepts in physics, chemistry and maths 
which builds up on what was taught in 
school. And there will be special emphasis 
on multivariate calculus, linear algebra 
and differential equations. Other than 
that, you will be taking a basic course 
in computer programming, statistics 
and engineering drawing as well as 
humanities-related courses which deal 
with technical communication skills and 
basic management science. Depending 
on the engineering discipline, some basic 
branch-specifi c courses will be covered. 

During the third and fi nal years, students will 
be studying discipline-specifi c courses which 
defi ne their chosen degree, which includes 
lab courses and project courses. Students will 
also be required to cover a certain number 
of elective subjects before graduating. 
These electives can be specialisation courses 
in one’s own discipline, interdisciplinary 
courses or even related to economics, 
fi nance, philosophy or others. Additionally, 
there will be an internship that the student 
must complete where the students will be 
interning in a company or research institute 
for a couple or months. Usually, students are 
paid an allowance. 

As mentioned before, there are various fi elds 
in engineering that you can venture into. The 
fi ve largest engineering areas are chemical 
engineering, civil engineering, electrical 
engineering, industrial engineering and 
mechanical engineering. Of course, there are 
specialised engineering fi elds as well, such as 
aerospace engineering, oceanic engineering, 
nuclear engineering, biomedical engineering 
and environmental engineering. 

Career Options
• Chemical Engineering

Chemical engineers study heat and mass 
transfer, thermodynamics, fl uid dynamics 
and process design and control. With their 
knowledge, they solve problems involving 
the manufacturing or use of chemicals and 
their byproducts. They work in chemical 
manufacturing, they work in a wide range 
of other manufacturing industries, including 
energy production, electronics, food, clothing, 
and even health care and biotechnology. There 
are also chemical engineers who specialise in 
particular fi elds such as nanomaterials. 

• Civil Engineering

Civil engineers belong to one 
of the most interdisciplinary 
engineering fi elds and 
their course work involves 
in-depth civil engineering 
topics as well as computer 
science, applied mathematics, 
economics, chemistry and 
business management. Civil 
engineers build their careers 
at construction companies, 
government agencies and 
private consulting fi rms. There 
are also other fi elds that civil engineers 
can venture into, such as aerospace, oil, 
automotive, power and pharmaceutical.

• Electrical Engineering

Electrical engineering graduates 
have good job opportunities despite 
minor setbacks such as international 
competition in product development. 
However, you just need to stay up-to-
date with technology and continue your 
education throughout your careers to 
remain competitive. 

• Industrial Engineering

Due to the variety of industries that 
industrial engineers can venture into, 
their opportunities are endless. Not 
only in manufacturing, they are also 
wanted in service industries, health 
care, shipping and logistics, banking, 
entertainment, forestry and logging, 
military and all levels of government. 

• Mechanical Engineering

Many of these engineers work in 
general machinery engineering 
such refrigeration systems, heating, 
ventilation, air conditioning or industrial 
manufacturing equipment. Others 
work in energy-related fi elds to aid in 
development of new sources of energy 
production, or designing methods of 
energy conversion like power plants and 
combustion engines. 

• Transport Engineering

Transportation engineering is the 
application of technology and scientifi c 
principles to the planning, functional 
design, operation and management of 
facilities for any mode of transportation. 
Transport engineering is a sub-discipline of 
civil and industrial engineering and one of 
the newer specialisations of engineering 
that has emerged to provide safe, effi cient, 
rapid, comfortable, convenient and 
environmentally compatible movement of 
people and items. Transport engineering 
is also a major component of the civil 
and mechanical engineering disciplines. 
Transportation engineering practiced by civil 
engineers usually involves planning, design, 
construction, maintenance and operation 
of transportation facilities. 

• Petroleum Engineering
Petroleum and geosystems engineers 
are in high demand as they have the 
capability to address and solve important 
issues that will lead to energy security. 
Petroleum engineering also covers the 
activities related to the production 
of hydrocarbon of either crude oil or 
natural gas. They also do exploration 
to focus on maximising the economic 
recovery of hydrocarbons from 
subsurface reservoirs as well as to solve 
the variety of technological, political 
and economic problems encountered in 
these assignments.

• Environmental Engineering

Environmental engineers incorporate 
the principles of engineering with 
soil science, biology and chemistry to 
develop solutions to environmental 
problems. They are involved in efforts 
to improve recycling, waste disposal, 
public health and control of water and 
air pollution. Due to the nature of their 
tasks, environmental engineers work in 
a variety of settings. 

• Forensic Engineering

Whenever there are failures of other 
performance problems, forensic 
engineers are those who investigate 
materials, products, structures or 
components using engineering 
principles. They also give testimony 
on the fi ndings of these investigations 
besides retracing processes and 
procedures leading to accidents in 
operation of vehicles or machinery. 
The purpose of forensic engineering is 
mainly to fi nd out the source of failure 
to improve it. Forensic engineering is 
mainly used in civil law, but sometimes 
in criminal law. 

So, why should you choose this fi eld? First 
of all, engineering is the ultimate fi eld for 
challenge and creativity. They work on 
exciting projects and infl uence how our 
world changes and improves. 

The amazing structures, vehicles, and 
discoveries in modern society have been 
infl uenced and created by engineers in some 
capacity. Engineering is the perfect place for 
you to demonstrate your talents if you are 
curious about how things work, or have a 
keen mind for applying what you have learnt 
to solve real-world problems. You 
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should also be an eager learner as you will have to dedicate years of 
learning and practice to master a fi eld of engineering. Never expect 
to build a Burj Khalifa within a year of completing your degree. 

Secondly, the skills that you learn in an engineering course can 
be applied anywhere. They are also incredibly valuable and highly 
sought after where people will turn to your to help solve problems 
for them. The ability to provide practical solutions to problems is 
crucial and will boost your confi dence when thrown into a sticky 
condition. Other than that, you will develop an understanding of 
the feasibility of a project from a fi nancial and practical perspective, 
as well as learning how to manage your time, be a part of a team 
and being a true leader. 

Thirdly, engineering offers great rewards and opportunities. Yours 
will rank amongst the highest-paid professions in the world, as 
well as granting you the ability to work in almost any country 
in the world with your unique and universal skill set. Not many 

careers offer you such an opportunity to gain experience and 
explore new cultures and lifestyles at the same time. 

Engineering bodies

There is a number of professional bodies in the engineering 
industry where you can fi nd specifi c industry-information and seek 
further qualifi cations, such as the Association of Consultancy and 
Engineering (ACENET), Engineering Council (EC), Institution of Civil 
Engineers (ICEnet), Society of Automotive Engineers (SAE) and 
Society of Manufacturing Engineers (SME) among many others. 
In Malaysia, the governing body of engineers is the Institution 
of Engineers (IEM) with the primary function of promoting and 
advancing the science and profession of engineering in any or all 
of its disciplines, as well as facilitating the exchange of information 
and ideas related to engineering. 
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QS World University Rankings by Subject (2012)

Engineering - Civil and Structural

Note: QS World University Rankings by Subject - 
Civil and Structural is placed under the Engineering &
Technology category. 

Note: QS World University Rankings by Subject - 
Chemical is placed under the Engineering & 
Technology category. 

Engineering - Chemical
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A study mentioned that Malaysia was lagging behind 
compared to developed countries such as Germany and 
South Korea, with one engineer for every 350 people as 
opposed to the two countries, which have one engineer 
for every 100 people. Why is this important for an 
emerging country like ours?  
Engineers play a major role in the development of the country. 
An adequate number of engineers is therefore essential if 
Malaysia is to be able to achieve developed status like that of 
Germany and South Korea by 2020. Graduates should also be 
well-equipped and be aware of the advancement of technology 
in engineering as well as other areas to be able to compete with 
other developed nations. This is part of the inevitable process of 
globalisation and the need for gaining competitive advantage.

What are the career options and salary trends for the 
various jobs across the Engineering sector?
Currently, there seem to be more demand for engineers in the oil 
and gas industry, particularly in mechanical/chemical/petroleum 
fi elds of engineering. Hence, the salary trend may be higher 
compared to the other fi elds of engineering. another area of 
interest would be in the energy/green technology sector, as well 
as civil and transportation engineering. overall, it all depends on 
the economy of the country.

What are the opportunities and challenges that 
candidates should look out for in Engineering?
Opportunities would be in exploring the various fi elds of 
engineering where there will be shifts in the demand for 
engineers in each fi eld due to the changing economy. Challenges 
would be for engineers to be suffi ciently adaptable and fl exible 
to change with the shifting demands for different skills in the 
different fi elds.

Apart from skills and knowledge, what other aspects 
someone new to Engineering should have?
Good communications skills both written and spoken.           
These are the main factors for the candidate especially in terms 
of reporting and also analyzing and interpreting the fi ndings. 
Maturity of thought is also important.

Last year’s statistics from the Boards of Engineers 
Malaysia showed that there are currently 65,000 
qualifi ed engineers in the country and, to become a 
developed nation, Malaysia needs more than 82,000 
engineers by 2020. Does this mean engineering students 
have bright prospects ahead of them in Malaysia?
Engineers certainly have a bright prospect ahead of them. 
As a developing nation, Malaysia needs many engineers to 
implement the many infrastructure projects. Current numbers 
of engineers is insuffi cient to meet the growing demand if 
Malaysia is to achieve developed status. Our universities and 
other training institutions must produce more engineers with a 
high standard of competency.  

However, one also has to look at the overall picture. The number 
of engineers will depend on the economy of the country and 
also on the education system of the country.  There should 
be a working relationship between the institutions of higher 
learning (IHLs) and the industry/market.  Both sectors should 
work hand-in-hand to ensure that the graduates produced are 
marketable and able to enter any industry. The IHLs should cater 
programmes/courses that are relevant to the industry and, most 
importantly, to provide the knowledge and the ability for the 
graduates to think and have good communication skills.

What are three most important pieces of advice you 
would like to give someone entering the engineering 
industry? 
1. Strong foundation and interest in science (with emphasis  
    on physics and chemistry) and mathematics.

2. Creativity, analytical mind and critical thinking.

3. Good communication skills (in written and oral forms).

The Institution of Engineers, 
Malaysia (IEM)

Interview Industry

Engineering 
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Tell us about your job scope and key responsibilities in 
your company.
In a nutshell: coordinate construction-related activities during the 
fabrication/execution phases, ensuring constructability plans are 
followed, and executed in accordance with project objectives. 
My responsibilities include reviewing and providing input to 
development of contractor’s detailed plans and procedures, 
review deliverables for quality, conformance to contract 
requirements, and consistency with other work product. Also, 
monitoring contractor construction activities and performance, 
highlight issues to the project management team, determine and 
implement actions needed to meet project objectives. Of course, 
being in the oil and gas industry, promoting safety awareness and 
safe performance among team members, including consultants 
and contractor personnel, is just as important.

Tell us about your typical working day.
My day starts off with a morning toolbox meeting with the 
contractors where we discuss a brief review of their work plans 
for the day and also safety sharings. Of course, it also involves 
typical activities like report writing and responding to emails, etc, 
discussions with the contractor on outstanding issues, but I also 
try to spend as much time as possible on site – there’s always 
something new to learn and it’s a good way to maintain a good 
relationship with the contractors.

How well did your undergraduate course prepare you 
for your real working life?
To be frank, I only apply 10-20% of what I learnt as my current 
work is not directly related to what I studied. What helped me 
though, was that we are taught how to think critically and 
also how to cope with high workloads (remember all those 
assignments, project papers and quizzes you had to prepare?). 

How different is the real working world compared to 
your expectation during your undergraduate years? 
Fortunately, I was exposed to a lot of site work when I was 
doing my industrial training (internships), so there isn’t much 
of a variance between my expectations during my undergrad 
years and the real working world. The only difference was that 
I thought I’d be doing more technical hands-on work. However, 
the nature of the role that I am in does not require me to be fully 
developed in technical skills but basic competency that enables 
me to perform my duties effi ciently.

What are the most rewarding and challenging parts of 
your work?
Working in a schedule-driven project, the many challenges I 
face are such as late material delivery which leads to a delay 
in both onshore and offshore schedule, having to deal with 
unproductivity during monsoon seasons, boosting contractor 
morale, ensure all personnel comply with safety requirements, 
working on a tight budget and a whole lot more. Given all these 
challenges, it is most rewarding when we successfully achieve a 
project milestone without any safety incidents.

What is your advice to engineering graduates who are 
joining the workforce soon?
Try to apply for internships as much as possible. Even though 
you probably won’t do much, but by being in the working 
environment you get a feel of how working life is and know 
what to expect so it wouldn’t be too diffi cult to adapt when you 
start working right after graduation. Also, participate in as many 
university programmes (academic or non-academic) as they train 
you to be more coordinated with your work. Any experience is 
valuable even if it’s not what you were expecting.

Interview Graduate

Soraya Sri Cahaya, 26 
Subang Jaya 
Studied Mechanical Engineering 
at UNITEN

Engineering 



46 EASYUNI Guide 2013

Tell us about your course.
The course that I am currently taking in Manipal International 
University is Foundation in Engineering. Our lecturers are 
very helpful and understanding and they guide us along the 
way. Our course consists of many projects, assignments and 
assessments which are valuable ways of making our studies 
more interesting and challenging to help us build our basic 
understanding on engineering. 

What were the factors you considered and what 
motivated you to choose this course?
I chose this course since it consists of basic studies needed for 
engineering. One of the main factors that motivated me to 
choose this course was that it was offered by MIU. Manipal is 
a very well-known university around the world and has been 
providing education for almost 60 years now. I’ve always 
wanted to be an engineer and this course is providing me 
with the basic knowledge to become one.

What do you like most during this course?
Since being in this course for almost a year, I have had the 
chance to meet many people. I have made new friends from 
different countries, cultures, religions, and views. It is one of 
the best adventures I have had in my student life. I enjoy the 
many events and projects organised by the university. They 
give us a chance to learn a lot about planning, organising 
skills, teamwork, professionalism and certainly on how to 
meet deadlines!

What are the most important aspects that you’ve 
learned during the course and how has your life 
changed after joining the course?
Most importantly is on how to work with a group of people. 
Different group-work sessions for assignments and projects 
have helped us to get to know each other better and to share 
and complete a project as a team. The basic idea of working as 

a team has given me an understanding of how it would be in a 
real work environment. The many presentations that I’ve done 
are one of my most important and cherished experiences. The 
lecturers have guided me to improve my public speaking skills 
and built my confi dence to become an engineer.

What is your advice for those who are considering 
joining the course you’re studying now?
I recommend the Foundation in Engineering course in MIU to 
anyone whose ambition is to become an engineer. I’m sure 
it would be a great adventure since you get to meet people 
from around the world, make new friends… and at the same 
time, enjoy your studies too.

Engineering

Interview Student

Choo Hui Yee, 19
Petaling Jaya
Studying Engineering at Manipal 
International University
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There is almost a disadvantage to every benefi t. In the case of 
accounting, it might be the seemingly endless numbers that you will have 
to deal with or the questions on the business which you might respond 
with a glass-eyed stare. The common terms that you will come across are 
cash accounting, accrual basis, profi t and loss statement and projections, 
among others. No matter what kind of business you are going to do, from 
selling fruits on the street to designing fi ne clothes and accessories, 
some form of accounting is defi nitely required. 

Accounting
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Accounting is generally viewed as the 
process of keeping track of a business’s 
fi nances by keying in it its accounts 
payable, accounts receivable and 
other fi nancial transactions, often with 
accounting software. Accounting is 
defi ned as the process of identifying, 
measuring and communication economic 
information to permit informed 
judgements and decisions by users of the 
information. Accounting is also a vital part 
of the business decision-making process. 

Being the language of business, fi nance 
professionals and managers with a 
genuine understanding of accounting 
and fi nance are at the very heart of all 
organisations. Accountants in business 
do not merely measure and record value, 
they help to create it as well. 

With accounting and business 
management becoming increasingly 
involved in multidisciplinary practices, 
accountants will need an understanding 
of business management skills, 
such as marketing, human resource 
management, strategic management, 
entrepreneurship and creativity, while 
business managers must operate in 
accounting and fi nancial environments to 
remain commercially viable. 

One part of accounting concentrates 
on presenting the company’s fi nancial 
information in the required ways to those 
outside the company. For everyone to 
understand what is being presented, 
the information is organised in a format 
which follows a set of guidelines. There 
are different sets of accounting standards 
that are being used in different countries. 

Certifi ed Public Accountant (CPA) is 
the main route many in the accounting 
industry follow. It can be achieved by 
passing an exam and getting work 
experience. According to the Pennsylvania 
Institute of Certifi ed Public Accountants, 
CPAs audit fi nancial statements of public 
and private companies. They also serve 
as consultants in many areas – tax, 
accounting and fi nancial planning – and 

are well-respected 
strategic business 
advisors and 
decision-makers. 
Accounting may 
seem complicated, 
but don’t let it 
intimidate you from 
pursuing what you 
like. The fi rst step in 
making accounting 
fun is to get a grip 
on the terminology. 
Whenever you 
feel like running 
far away when 
someone asks you 
about your balance 
sheet, calm yourself 
by learning exactly 
what a balance 
sheet is and how it 
can help you. 

Secondly, accounting is more than just 
numbers. It includes databases of your 
customers, your vendors, as well as your 
employees. The information that you are 
keeping on these people and companies 
will help you track the business and plan 
for the future. With proper accounting, 
you can detect the trend of consumers 
and plan the business well. Other than 
that, you can legitimately create a sales 
plan for the entire month.

The establishment of your accounting 
system and the reliable input of data will 
be the keys to successful accounting. 
Recording the transaction and information 
is called bookkeeping and must be done 
regularly. You won’t get a good picture of 
your company if the data is stored away, 
and it is tedious and troublesome to go 
back to fi nd and key in old information. 
When you do, you stand a good chance 
of getting things wrong.

Studying In This Course
In your fi rst year in BA (Hons) Accounting 
and Business, the units are core and 
common to all of the undergraduate 
accounting and fi nance degrees. To apply 

and fully understand the techniques and 
concepts that you will be studying in your 
second and third year, you will need an 
appreciation of the other key business 
disciplines. The units you study in the fi rst 
year will provide you with fi rm conceptual 
and technical foundations that form the 
essential base for your development. 
Among the few subjects you will be 
taking are accounting essentials such 
as fi nancial accounting, economics for 
accounting, toolbox for accounting 
professionals, organisational management 
accounting, business law for accountants 
and quantitative method for accountants. 

Year two will be a different experience 
where you will be able to choose from a 
range of interesting options along the key 
elements of your degree. This is to allow 
you to tailor your study according to your 
interests and career choice. Core units 
include fi nancial reporting, operational 
management accounting, business 
fi nance, human resource management and 
corporate governance, ethics and controls. 

Of course, you will be going for internship 
or placement for a period of time. 
This internship is to equip you with 
contemporary business experience which 
will improve your ability to engage in 

d f ll d d h h d
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debate and develop your strategic thinking. Work experience is 
more crucial now as employers require graduates to have key 
business competencies and experience alongside a good degree. 

During your fi nal year, you will undertake a project or dissertation 
which allows you to carry out an in-depth investigation of a subject 
of your own choice. Some core units include advanced fi nancial 
reporting, accounting for strategic management and control, 
advanced fi nancial accounting, enterprise, world futures and 
integrated management. Optional unit choices will enable you to 
further tailor your degree to meet your own interests and needs. 

There are a few major bodies that you can get into by taking 
exams. Depending on which university you are in, their courses 
might be accredited by the major accounting bodies and you could 
get exemptions from some of the papers. A few of the major 
accounting bodies include the Association of Chartered Certifi ed 
Accountants (ACCA), Chartered Institute of Taxation (CIOT), 
Chartered Institute of Management Accountants CIMA and ICAEW 
(Institute of Chartered Accountants in England and Wales).

Being the global body for professional accountants, ACCA offers 
globally recognised qualifi cations, support and guidance for 
their students, employers and colleges, world-class accountancy 
expertise to the public and the highest standards of practice and 
ethical conduct. An ACCA qualifi cation will provide you with 
skills and knowledge relevant to any business. This means you 
have the fl exibility to choose which type of accountancy role 
and organisation you want to work for. Since the profession 
has moved towards strengthened codes of conduct, rules 

and legislations, the qualifi cation has an increased focus on 
professionalism and ethics in accounting which is tested at the 
highest level in ACCA Qualifi cation. 

CIOT is the leading professional body in the United Kingdom for 
advisers dealing with all aspects of taxation. They are a not-for-
profi t organisation with the primary aim of promoting education 
in taxation to achieve a more effi cient and less complex tax system 
for all. To gain an admission to membership of the CIOT, you will 
need success in the Chartered Tax Adviser (CTA) examination 
together with the ability to demonstrate three years of relevant 
recent professional experience. 

CIMA prepares people for a career in business, teaching skills for 
strategic advice, managing risk and making key decisions. It is 
the world’s largest and leading professional body of management 
accountants. Completion of the CIMA professional qualifi cation 
and three years of relevant practical experience is needed to apply 
for CIMA membership.

Career Prospects 
Global demand for qualifi ed accountants has never been higher 
because of globalisation, business complexity and the ever 
increasing competition. There is a diverse range of interesting 
and rewarding careers that you can go into, such as audit 
and assurance, taxation, forensic accounting, management 
accounting, fi nancial analyst and treasury. You can also go into the 
management and commerce sector such as banking, consultancy, 
fund management, insurance, investment and law. 
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Accountancy Bodies
`Certifi ed Public Accountant 
(CPA) is the statutory title of 
qualifi ed accountants who have 
passed the Uniform Certifi ed 
Public Accountant Examination 
(Uniform CPA Exam) set by the 
American Institute of Certifi ed 
Public Accountants (AICPA) and 
administered by the National 
Association of State Boards of 
Accountancy (NASBA) and have 
met additional state education 
and experience requirements. 
CPAs primarily provide services 
related to assurance services 
also known as fi nancial audit 
services or public accounting. In 
assurance services, CPAs certifi es 
the reasonableness of disclosures, 
freedom from material 
misstatement and the adherence 
to the applicable Generally 
Accepted Accounting Principles 
(GAAP) in fi nancial statements. 
As for CPAs employed by corporations, they do not provide 
services directly to the public. Some CPAs also serve as business 
consultants. CPAs have always been required by professional 
standards to maintain independence from the entity for which 
they are conducting an attestation. 

Malaysia also has its own body of accountants - the Malaysian 
Institute of Accountants (MIA) - established 40 years ago to 
regulate and develop the accountancy profession in Malaysia. 
A few of its responsibilities include education, quality assurance 
and enforcement carried out to ensure that the credibility of 
the profession is maintained as well as the public interest is 
continuously upheld. MIA has also been an active partner in 
nation-building by continuous views and ideas contribution for 
the well-being of the nation and its economy. Other than that, 
MIA also monitors international and local accounting trends 
and developments while consulting with the government and 
regulatory bodies regularly. In the international and regional 
arena, MIA plays a signifi cant role in developing and advancing 
the global accounting profession through its involvement in 
organisations such as the ASEAN Federation of Accountants 
(AFA) and International Federation of Accountants (IFAC). These 
involvements enable Malaysian accountants to have a voice on 
these global and regional platforms, besides allowing the latest 
developments overseas to be brought home for the betterment 
of the profession. 

Pathway to Becoming a Qualifi ed 
Accountant
A qualifi ed accountant has achieved membership of a recognised 
accountancy body such as ACCA or completed the Uniform CPA 
Exams while demonstrating accountancy skills and experience. 
There is no standard route to becoming an accountant as it really 
depends on which route one takes and where you are starting 

from. It is important to obtain an accounting qualifi cation that is 
valid in the part of the world that you are going to be based in. 
For instance, in the United States, CPA qualifi es in a particular state 
while other states will not allow them to use the designation until 
they have also satisfi ed that state’s qualifi cation requirements. 

The nature of the working environment one desires also 
determines their route. For instance, a few years ago, all 
Chartered Accountants in the United Kingdom had to qualify 
by working in a fi rm of Chartered Accountants and performing 
audits as well as passing examinations. Another route for an 
accountant to be recognised as a qualifi ed accountant is by 
working in a more commercial environment. This step still 
involves taking examinations but performing audit work is not 
compulsory. Although the route to become an accountant is 
more varied and fl exible, it is still not an easy route.

50 EASYUNI Guide 2013
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      Rank  School Name
 01  Harvard University
  
 02 Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) 
   
 03 London Business School 
   
 04 Stanford University 
   
 05 London School of Economics and 
  Political Science (LSE) 
   
 06 University of Pennsylvania 
   
 07 University of Oxford 
   
 08 National University of Singapore (NUS) 
   
 09 University of Chicago 
   
 10 University of Cambridge 
   
 11 University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA) 
   
 12 The University of Tokyo 
   
 13 Yale University 
   
 14 Columbia University 
   
 15 University of California, Berkeley (UCB) 
   
 16 The University of Melbourne 
   
 17 HEC Paris 
   
 18 New York University (NYU) 
   
 19 Università Bocconi 
   
 20 Australian National University 
   
 21 The University of Sydney 
   
 22 The Hong Kong University of Science 
  and Technology 
   
 23 The University of New South Wales 
   
 24 Peking University 
   
 25 Princeton University 

 
 

   

     
       Rank  School Name
 26  University of Hong Kong 
   
 27  Cornell University 
   
 28  Monash University 
   
 29  The University of Queensland 
   
 30  Duke University 
   
 31  Northwestern University 
  
 32  Nanyang Technological University (NTU) 
   
 33  University of Michigan 
   
 34  University of Texas at Austin 
   
 35  University of British Columbia 
   
 36  Tsinghua University 
   
 37  University of Toronto 
   
 38  ETH Zurich (Swiss Federal Institute of Technology) 
   
 39  The University of Auckland 
   
 40  Seoul National University 
   
 41  Erasmus University Rotterdam 
   
 42  Fudan University 
   
 43  McGill University 
   
 44  The University of Manchester 
   
 45  The University of Adelaide 
   
 46  University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 
   
 47  The University of Western Australia 
   
 48  Imperial College London 
   
 49  The Chinese University of Hong Kong 
   
 50  Lancaster University
   

QS World University Rankings by Subject (2012)

 Accounting

EASYU

Note: QS World University Rankings by Subject - Accounting 2012 is placed under the Social Sciences category. 
Find out more on QS Subject Rankings at http://www.topuniversities.com/subject-rankings
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“Business” is a very general term encompassing commerce, 
fi nance, economics, accounting, marketing and even 
information systems. Business and commerce are related to 
the buying and selling of goods, services and information. 
All these are important exchanges in almost every area of 
life. Demand for well-trained businessmen will grow as the 
world moves towards a higher dependency on globalised 
trade and investment. 

Business
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The concept of business management is the process of 
organising the workforce and resources in a business to 
ensure that objectives are achieved. A bachelor’s degree in 
business administration will be touching a few core fi elds 
such as accounting, fi nance, economics, business law, ethics, 
marketing, organisational behaviour, strategic management and 
management information systems. As the course continues, the 
student will be narrowing down to entrepreneurship, marketing, 
fi nance, accounting or management. 

As for a business management degree, the focus will be 
narrowed from the start by concentrating on business skills that 
will produce an effective business leader which includes the ability 
to implement change in a company, establish an agreement 
among key contributors and maintain a creative strategy for the 
business’s success. 

Among the basic functions covered are staffi ng which is choosing 
the right people for the right job; directing which is fi guring 
out what course of action and who should be responsible for it 
within the organisation; planning which is producing successful 
strategies to direct the business into the future; organising which 
is understanding how to group various resources in order to 
implement the plans; and controlling which is the following-up on 
the progress of the execution of plans and making the necessary 
modifi cations to guarantee the ultimate success of a business. 

For those who seek a degree in business management, their 
ultimate goal should be to learn the necessary leadership 
principles that make them unique among the many applicants in 
today’s job market. 

What Will You Be Studying?
The skills and knowledge gained from your business degree will 
be an admirable base for many careers. For one, you will have 
an improved critical and creative thinking. You will be able to 
develop thinking skills and an enquiring mind. At the end of the 
course, you should be able to analyse problems and evaluate 
solutions, use your judgment and make decisions as well as 
engage in refl ective and creative thinking. 

Another set of skills you should be able to gain is research and 
analysis. You will be able to recognise the time for information, 
accompanied by the capacity to locate, evaluate and use this 
information effectively through the use of analytical and search 
skills, business models and frameworks, data analysis and 
information technologies. 

Of course, communication skills are also crucial in this fi eld as you 
will need to communicate knowledge, ideas, recommendations 
and decisions effectively. You should develop sound oral and 
written communication skills, including the ability to make 
professional presentations, develop coherent and justifi ed 
arguments, strengthen interpersonal communication skills 
including the ability to work in teams, learn to effectively consult 
and negotiate, and not forgetting to resourcefully use modern 
communication technologies.

Personal development is also an important aspect in any career 
or course you are in. After completing the course, you should 
possess an understanding of values and attitudes consistent 
with your role as a citizen and member of your professional 
community equipped with the capacity to identify and deal 
with ethical issues, interact effectively with and show sensitivity 
towards others, exercise leadership in local, national, global and 
professional communities as well as to adapt to uncertainty, 
complexity and ambiguity. 

Career Prospects
For employers to consider you and not cast your resume aside, try 
to build a resume that speaks directly to your skills. Although both 
business administration and business management degrees lead 
to the same types of career, employer can be infl uenced by the 
language of the programme. That is why some institution prefers 
the label business management over business administration. 

Among the jobs that you can tap into include accountant, 
advertising accountant executive, banker, baking manager, buyer, 
company secretary, commodity broker, distribution or logistics 
manager, insurance underwriter, management consultant, 
marketing executive, market research executive, human resources 
manager, public relations account executive, recruitment 
manager, sales executive, stockbroker and system analyst or IT 
consultant. In fact, the list is endless as every business sector 
requires someone who excels in business management skills. 

The differences between a business management degree and a 
business administration degree are usually very few. Although 
that is the case, the difference varies between the institutions. So, 
you should look deeper beyond the name and understand what 
the course is offering and how it will affect your job candidacy. 

Master of Business Administration (MBA)
Thought to be one of the most prestigious and sought-after 
degrees in the world, MBA is a postgraduate degree awarded 
to students who have mastered the study of business. Since the 
main reason to attend school is to increase your salary potential 
and advance your career, MBA is sought after due to the fact that 
MBA holders are given an advantage to jobs that do not consider 
high-school diploma holders. Therefore, an MBA degree is almost 
a necessity in today’s business world. 

To apply for an executive and senior management positions, 
an MBA degree is required in most cases. There are even cases 
where an organisation will only consider applicants who have 
an MBA qualifi cation. Therefore, an MBA degree holder will 
no doubt face a smoother path with many different types of 
employment opportunities. 

Note: There is no QS World University Rankings by Subject on Business. 
Find out more on QS Subject Rankings at http://www.topuniversities.com/
subject-rankings
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What are the career options and salary trends for 
someone joining the accountancy sector in Malaysia?
Career options for accountants are endless. This is due to the fact 
that the accountancy is regarded as one of the most fl exible and 
highly respected professions. Having a signifi cant part to play 
in various industries and organisations, demand for competent 
accountants involved in decision-making within an organisation 
remains buoyant.

Accountancy is a diversifi ed profession involving areas such as 
accounting, fi nance, auditing, tax consultancy, risk management 
and strategic management, auditing, corporate intelligence and 
care, corporate recovery, insolvency, mergers and acquisitions, 
corporate fi nance, corporate treasury, environmental auditing, 
forensic accounting, information communication technology and 
fi nancial planning. 

In general, accountants in Malaysia can be found working in these 
following sectors:

• Professional accountants in business;

• Accountants in public practice;

• Accountants in public sector; and

• Accountants in academia. 

With high demand from various industries, it is a known fact 
that competent accountants are well compensated or rewarded, 
especially those having special expertise and knowledge in 
strategic areas.    

Fresh accounting graduates with no experience may expect a  
salary of between RM2,000 and RM3,000. 

Starting salaries will be affected by the size of hiring fi rms and 
also locality of employers i.e. probably lower pay in smaller cities 
and towns. In addition, Individual capabilities, characters and 
personalities would normally be properly evaluated.

A random study conducted by the industry, which was made 
available to MIA, highlighted the following salary structure:

Interview Industry

Accounting

Ho Foong Moi
Chief Executive Offi cer
Malaysian Institute of 
Accountants

HOW MUCH CAN I EARN?

AVERAGE SALARY GUIDE (RM) IN ACCOUNTACY

Roles Qualifi cations Years’ Experience
Expected
Salary

Finance &
Administrative 
Manager

Internal Audit 
Manager

Accountant 
(Senior)

Finance Manager

Audit (Senior)

Financial Analyst

Accountant 
Executive

Team Leader - 
Accountants

Degree/Postgraduates/
Diploma/Professional 
Degree

Degree in Finance/
Accountancy/Banking

Diploma/Degree/
Professional Certifi cate

Degree in Finance/
Accountancy/Banking

Degree/Professional 
Certifi cate

Degree in Finance/
Accountancy/Banking

LCCI Intermediate/
Diploma/        
Professional Certifi cate

Diploma/Degree in 
Finance/Accountancy/
Banking

5 years’ experience

5 years’ experience

8 - 10 years’ experience

6 - 7 years’ experience

4 - 5 years’ experience

2 - 4  years’ experience

1 - 3 years’ experience

3 - 4 years’ experience

7,000 - 10,000

7,000 - 10,000

7,000 - 10,000

5,500 - 8,500

5,000 - 8,000

3,000 - 5,000

2,500 - 4,000

3,000 - 4,000

��Public Sector

��Diploma Level - Gred W27 (P1 - RM1,677.08)

��LCCI - Gred W27 (P1 - RM1,892.68)

��Degree Level - Gred W41

¾�Recognised local accountancy degree or recognised      
       professional qualifi cation (P1  RM2,650.63)

¾�Recognised local accountancy degree with recognised     
       professional qualifi cation (P1  RM2,754.41)

¾�With MIA membership (P1 - RM2,858.19)

��Public Practice

��Big Four (KPMG, EV, PwC, Deloitte) - RM2300 to RM2800

��Small/Medium - RM800 to RM1800

Commercial

��RM1600 to RM3,000 (depending on the size of the company)
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What are the opportunities and challenges that 
aspiring accountants should look out for in the 
accountancy profession?
An accountant’s role is synonymous to economic progression and 
national development. They are the `architects’ and `engineers’ 
behind the integrity of the foundation of a nation’s capital market 
and economic well-being. Students pursuing an accounting course 
must make sure that the programme they choose will prepare 
them for this challenging and rewarding career. 

As a result of rapid economic growth in developing countries 
worldwide, the need for accountants’ services has escalated 
exponentially. The expansion and growing sophistication of 
capital markets around the globe has also increased demand for 
accountants’ services. 

At the same time, there is worldwide convergence in ethics, 
standards and best practices.

The trends towards the convergence and standardisation of 
accounting and reporting standards around the world is similarly 
stimulating increased demand for qualifi ed accountants. As 
the adoption and updating of International Financial Reporting 
Standards gathers speed, qualifi ed accountants will be needed in 
increasing numbers to help organisations interpret and apply these 
complex standards.

Tougher laws on compliance are also driving demand for qualifi ed 
accountants. The accountancy and business environment is 
becoming more dynamic, whether due to additional regulatory 
burdens, global competition or innovation in business fi nance and 
transactions, and more qualifi ed accountants will therefore be 
needed to help organisations operate successfully.

In Malaysia, rapid development and the shift from a manufacturing 
economy to a knowledge economy has opened up vast 
opportunities for accountants to play a more meaningful role. 
The government’s vision for pushing Malaysia up the value 
chain requires Malaysian business entities to create and execute 
innovative and sustainable strategies in facing global rivals. 

We must bear in mind that all our strategies and plans can 
only be achieved with competent human capital. Therefore, to 
be successful, paper qualifi cations alone will not suffi ce. The 
industry needs a well-rounded hybrid person armed with technical 
competencies, as well as strategic, analytical and softer skills in 
order to enable a sustainable and successful career.

By having broad knowledge combined with these skills, a person 
will have the opportunity to step up and take the lead in driving 
future business success.

Apart from skills and knowledge, what other 
aspects someone new to accountancy should have?
Accountants have a signifi cant part to play in shaping the future 
of business. Due to their strategic role in various industries and 
organisations, they are highly valued by these entities. The demand 
for competent accountants involved in decision-making within an 
organisation is now even greater than ever, and as a consequence, 
accountants will need to be more than technical advisers to 
succeed.  

a. Fine-tuned technical skills will always be a requisite so that 
fi nancial professionals will be able to deliver the more sophisticated 
analysis that organisations need, yet a more diverse portfolio 
of skill sets will become essential to meet the expectations of 
business. 

b. Equally important, accountants play a vital role in protecting the 
interests of a huge range of stakeholders. They have to maintain 
the `policing’ roles – protecting against fraud and waste, for 
example – as well as build on a more forward-looking skills such as 
risk evaluation, project appraisal and decision support. 

c. Accountants are also required to continue to develop new 
competencies, ensuring that they constantly increase the ways in 
which they are able to add value to organisation or business.

What is the employment outlook for the accountancy 
sectors in Malaysia for the next 10 years?
The employment prospects in the accountancy fi eld will remain 
buoyant and may even increase over the next few years.  

Many reasons account for this positive development. Prospects 
for business and economic growth - whether positive or negative 
remain encouraging. 

Why? The fi nancial sector is the key enabler and catalyst of 
economic growth. Hence, demand for skilled accounting and 
fi nance professionals will continue to grow in the coming decades. 

With all the key initiatives undertaken by the government and 
the private sector, to keep the economy buoyant the country has 
identifi ed and prioritised, among others, the professional services 
sector – especially fi nancial services – as one of its most important 
contributors to the future growth of the Malaysian economy. 

Ironically, shrinking economic growth may also fuel demand for 
accountants. A tougher trading climate will make the fi nancial 
insight provided by qualifi ed accountants even more valuable. 
Tighter controls on spending will need to be matched with greater 
creativity in generating income streams, which is an area in which 
accountants specialise in.

The Government and the industry in general are in need of highly 
competent accountants and fi nancial talents to drive and support 
Malaysia’s navigation towards becoming a high-income nation. 
Malaysia’s aspiration of becoming a high-income nation must be 
supported by a skilled, competent and professional workforce. 
The accountancy profession clearly has an important role to play 
in assisting efforts to build a credible, reputable and internationally 
competitive capital market. The accounting profession wields 
considerable infl uence in the capital market through their many 
roles, whether as auditors, advisors, consultants or as members of 
the corporate sector.

What are the three most important pieces of 
advice you would like to tell someone entering 
the accountancy sector? 
Given the above dynamic business scenario, especially in meeting 
the profession’s expectations, here are things that aspiring 
accountants need to do to keep up with the trends:

a. Increase professional standings - acquiring professional 
qualifi cations, provide better opportunities for undergraduates to 
pursue career not only in Malaysia but also across borders, and 
increase market value; 

b. Stay up-to-date through continuous learning - As 
technologies and business environment change with the times, 
the only way forward is to constantly update oneself with various 
strategic skills to remain relevant to the market and business;

c. Learn Specifi c Skills - Expect high demand in the near term as 
technological advancements, regulatory pressures, globalisation 
and market competition will create opportunities for those having 
knowledge and expertise in specialised areas such as Islamic 
fi nance, Malaysian fi nancial reporting standards, GST, managing 
strategic information, business analytics, corporate governance, 
audit quality, forensic accounting, taxation and public sector 
accounting standards, among others.  
For more information on how to chart your career in the accountancy profession, 
visit www.mia.org.my or write to mia@mia.org.my or call us at +6 03 22799 200.
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Tell us about your job scope and key 
responsibilities in your company.
To note, it’s only my fi rst year of working. I am in the 
operations department. My job basically consists of 
processing entries and doing compliance jobs. As entries, I 
re-activate and close accounts of corporate clients, process 
their tax payments, loan repayments, credit card repayments, 
amongst others. I carry out searches and check whether 
accounts were/are held by suspicious individuals and 
entities on different databases of the bank and report to 
the compliance department which eventually responds to 
queries from both local and international fi nancial regulatory 
bodies. So my responsibilities are basically to be very careful in 
reporting my found searches and to make sure that all entries 
have been correctly processed.

Tell us about your typical working day.
My work is more or less, routine. For the fi rst half of the day, 
I concentrate on my compliance tasks and reply to queries, if 
any, whilst for the other half, I process entries. I must admit 
it is a race against time especially in the second half, where 
a lot of departments send their entries to be processed. It is 
very challenging especially at the end of the month, given 
that we have cut-off times. 

How well did your undergraduate course prepare 
you for your real working life?
Admittedly, I believe that a degree is a passport to enter 
the working world. I am defi nitely not applying what I 
have learnt. I am only mastering the system, processes 
and procedures of the bank. But, I fully believe that the 
knowledge acquired will be fruitful later on, in my career, 
once I manage to get to the higher positions.

How different is the real working world 
compared to your expectation during your 
undergraduate years?
I studied Financial Risk Management/Banking and Finance. 
I was hoping to get a job in the risk department during my 
university years. Hence, for me, I was hoping to really apply 
what I have learnt, in the department of my choice. So, I 
guess, the fact that you do not apply what you have studied 
is a crucial difference in expectations, unfortunately.

What are the most rewarding and challenging 
parts of your work?
The most rewarding part is the sense of self-satisfaction that 
I get at the end of the day, when I look at my batch of work 
and after having been able to get through the cut-off times 
effi ciently, with no major errors and with no pending work for 
the next day.

The main challenge of working in the operations department 
is the juggle between effi ciency and quantity, particularly 
during peak days-end of month. We have a lot to do in 
my department! And everything has to be done promptly, 
perfectly and all procedures have to be followed on the dot. 
A single number missing could prove to be very costly or even 
tarnish the bank’s reputation.

What is your advice to fi nance graduates who are 
joining the work force soon?
My advice would be ‘Be patient’. In the working world, you 
are marketable based on your experience. Your degree or 
university does not speak for you, unfortunately. A degree 
is only a ticket, enabling you to step into the working world 
and start your career. But where there is a will, there is a way. 
Sooner or later, your career will surely blossom. 

Interview Graduate

Ummay Kawthar Bengah, 25
Mauritius
Studied Financial Risk 
Management/Banking and Finance 
at Sunway University
Currently employed by HSBC 
Bank, Mauritius

Accounting & Business



57EASYUNI Guide 2013

Science is a methodical activity that 
builds and organises knowledge in 
the form of testable explanations and 
predictions about the universe. The 
word “science” itself refers to the body 
of reliable knowledge itself, of the type 
that can be logically and rationally 
explained, in an older and closely 
related meaning. 

Science

In the early modern era, the words “science” and “philosophy” 
were sometimes used interchangeably in the English language. 
This is because in classical antiquity, science was closely linked 
to philosophy. However, natural philosophy (now referred to 
as “natural science”) was considered a separate branch of 
philosophy by the 17th century. “Science” continues to be used 
to represent reliable knowledge about a topic, like how it is used 
today, such as library science or political science. 

The word “science” is often used to refer to a way of pursuing 
knowledge and not solely the knowledge itself. Because it is 
often treated as synonymous with natural and physical science, 
it is restricted to studies related to the phenomena of the 
material universe and its laws, sometimes with the exclusion of 
pure mathematics. 

The word “science” became more associated with scientifi c 
method in the 19th century. Scientifi c method is a disciplined 
way to study the natural world, including physics, chemistry and 
biology. The term “scientist” was also created to separate those 
who sought knowledge about nature from those who sought 
knowledge about other disciplines. The study of human thought 
and society was then classifi ed as social science. Several other 
major areas of disciplined study and knowledge exist today 
under the general rubric of “science”, such as formal science 
and applied science. As you can see, science is such a broad 
subject that it can be anything. 
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Courses and Careers 
Available
• Biological Science

There are those who are fascinated 
by the study of life in all its forms, 
from single cells to whole organisms. 
Be it people, animals, plants or 
ecosystems, biology is able to help you 
in gaining more understanding about 
the world around you and how these 
life forms interact with each other 
and the environment. Your studies 
will be concerned with the study and 
characterisation of living organisms
by four underlying principles – cell 
theory, evolution, gene theory 
and homeostasis. 

With the vast options available, it is 
impossible to give full account of it 
all. For a rough idea, you can choose 
from these few courses such as cell 
and molecular biology, ecology and 
evolution, molecular biosciences, 
biophysics, computational biology, 
neurobiology, and genetics.

Subjects under biological sciences are 
some of the most complex and rapidly 
evolving out there. Thus, it is defi nitely not 
for the half-hearted as you will have to be 
ready all the time to immerse yourself in 
what will be an intensive course to study. 
With a strong background in biology, your 
career will be rewarding in sectors such as 
biomedicine, genetics, horticulture, food 
and drink, pharmacology, and clinical 
molecular genetics. You could also work 
as a researcher or technician in industry, 
healthcare or education, or you could 
work in scientifi c support services as 
forensic scientists or ecological consultants. 
If you are keen in teaching, you can apply 
to be a secondary school teacher or a 
higher education lecturer. 

• Chemistry
Chemistry can be found in every face of 
life as we depend on it in the actions 
we make, from our own body, to the food 
we take in, as well as the environment. 

Even the materials, medicines and 
microchips are all developed with the 
capability of professional chemists. Almost 
every technological innovation and 
important breakthrough involves chemistry. 

Chemistry is the study of matter – what it’s 
composed of and its structure, its properties 
and how it reacts and changes when 
exposed to different situations. Chemical 
processes and composition of elements play 
a large part in the study of living organisms 
and matter’s relationship to forces.  

Equipped with a strong background in 
chemistry, you will be highly sought after 
in many different fi elds, be it in business, 
industry, research or the community, 
chemistry is able to infl uence the quality 
of life. Some jobs that you can take up 
are analytical chemist, clinical biochemist, 
forensic scientist, research scientist in 
physical sciences, chemical engineer, 
science writer and toxicologist. 

• Physics and Astronomy
Physics and astronomy are good subjects 
for those with an enquiring mind. From 
the questions about the universe, the 
sky above and the black hole beyond, 
to our technology such as silicon chips, 
superconductors, body scanners, solar 
cells and lasers. Physics gives a chance 
to understand the world around them 
in all its vastness and intricacy. 

Physics explores the 
fundamental laws that 
underlie the whole of science 
and applies these 
laws to a vast range 
of situations, from 
atoms to living beings to 
galaxies. Physics played 
an important role in 
modern technology
and will continue to 
give us a better future. 

Studying physics and 
astronomy can develop 
some very important skills 
such as the ability to 

state and solve problems, to think clearly 
and logically to communicate complex 
ideas. They are sought after in research and 
development, engineering, information 
technology, fi nancial services, education 
and the armed forces. Graduates can 
work as research scientists in physical 
sciences, higher education lecturers, 
secondary school teachers, medical 
physicists, radiation protection practitioners, 
geophysicist/fi eld seismologists and 
scientifi c laboratory technicians.

• Health Sciences
Students pursuing health sciences studies 
will be dealing a lot with people. You 
will be able to gain a broad scientifi c 
understanding of the function of the 
human mind and body and the sources of 
some of the human diseases and disabilities 
affecting populations across the world. 
You will also be using a multidisciplinary 
approach combining human physiology 
and anatomy, cell biology, microbiology, 
biochemistry, physics and psychology to 
explore the diagnosis, prevention and 
treatment of a range of conditions as well as 
their effects on people’s lives. 

You will be able to choose from 
courses that address a range of health 
topics, including acute and chronic 
conditions, genetic and nutritional 
disorders, mental health and infectious 
diseases. In this course, you will acquire 
a range of transferable skills and develop 
your ability to understand health 
and disease from a multidisciplinary, 
evidence-based perspective. 

Some of the careers that you can consider 
once you graduate are health service 
manager, health promotion specialist, 
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Note: QS World University Rankings by Subject - Biological Sciences 
is placed under the Life Sciences & Medicine category. 

            QS 
       Rank  School Name
 01 Harvard University

 02  Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) 

 03  University of Cambridge 

 04  Stanford University

 05 University of Oxford 

 06  University of California, Berkeley (UCB)  

 07  Yale University 

 08  University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA) 

 09  University of California, San Diego (UCSD)  

 10  California Institute of Technology (Caltech) 

 11  Cornell University 

 12 Imperial College London 

 13  Columbia University 

 14  Princeton University 

 15  ETH Zurich (Swiss Federal Institute of Technology) 
  
 16  University of California, San Francisco

 17  The University of Tokyo 

 18  Kyoto University  

 19  University of Pennsylvania 

 20  Johns Hopkins University 

 21  University of Chicago  

 22  Osaka University  

 23  University of Toronto 

 24  The University of Melbourne

 25  Duke University  

            QS 
       Rank  School Name
 01 Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) 

 02  Harvard University 

 03  Stanford University

 04  University of Oxford

 05 University of Cambridge 

 06  Princeton University

 07  University of California, Berkeley (UCB) 

 08  University of Chicago 

 09  Ecole Polytechnique Fédérale de Lausanne 

 10  ETH Zurich (Swiss Federal Institute of Technology) 

 11  Columbia University

 12  Ludwig-Maximilians-Universität München

 13 Imperial College London 
 
 14 The University of Tokyo 
 
 15 Cornell University 
 
 16 University of California, Santa Barbara (UCSB) 
 
 17 Yale University 
 
 18 California Institute of Technology (Caltech) 
 
 19 University of Edinburgh 
 
 20 The University of Melbourne 
 
 21 University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA) 
 
 22 University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 
 
 23 UCL (University College London) 
 
 24 University of British Columbia 
 
 25 University of California, San Diego (UCSD) 

QS World University Rankings by Subject (2012)

Note: QS World University Rankings by Subject - Physics 
is placed under the Natural Sciences category.

PhysicsBiological Sciences

medical sales representative, adult nurse, social worker, 
occupational therapist and further education lecturer. Your 
degree can also be useful as a community development worker, 
speech and language therapist, dietitian, magazine journalist 
and counselor. 

• Social science
Social science is very appealing because of the large number of 
subjects that come under it. Social science subjects also provide 
fascinating insights into everyday life in our communities, 
families and workplaces. 

You will be engaging in some of the most compelling and 
contested questions in contemporary society such as: how do 
we communicate with each other? Why do places carry meaning 
for people? What are our rights as citizens? Why are we so 

fascinated by crime? What shapes our identity and why? 
In this course, you will be able to stimulate your curiosity as 
well as ask questions and challenge assumptions. You will also 
gain greater understanding about yourself and the world we 
live in. The areas that you can apply for a job are accountancy, 
advertising and marketing, banking and insurance, business 
management, economics, local government, management 
consultancy, market research, media, politics, psychology, retail 
and sales, teaching and lecturing, tourism and town planning. 

Science is defi nitely not easy and it requires hard work and 
determination. Science also evolves constantly, in a rapid 
manner. Therefore, do not expect a laid-back life, especially 
if you are looking to enter the research fi eld. You should also 
possess a curious and inquisitive mind as there will be a lot of 
thinking needed and challenges faced as new things pop up. 
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Note: QS World University Rankings by Subject - Mathematics is 
placed under the Natural Sciences category. 

            QS 
       Rank  School Name
 01 Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) 

 02  Harvard University 
 
 03  Stanford University 
 
 04  Princeton University 
 
 05  University of California, Berkeley (UCB) 
 
 06  University of Cambridge 
 
 07  University of Oxford 
 
 08  New York University (NYU) 
 
 09  Yale University 
 
 10  University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA) 
 
 11  National University of Singapore (NUS) 
 
 12  California Institute of Technology (Caltech) 
 
 13  ETH Zurich (Swiss Federal Institute of Technology) 
 
 14  University of Chicago 
 
 15  Carnegie Mellon University 
 
 16  Columbia University 
 
 17  Brown University 
 
 18  Peking University 

 19  Australian National University 
 
 20  City University of Hong Kong 
 
 21  University of Texas at Austin 
 
 22  Fudan University 
 
 23  The Chinese University of Hong Kong 
 
 24  University of Toronto 
 
 25  University of Hong Kong

            QS 
       Rank  School Name
 01 Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) 

 02  University of California, Berkeley (UCB) 

 03 Harvard University 

 04 Stanford University 

 05 California Institute of Technology (Caltech) 
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 09 University of Hong Kong 
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 11 The Hong Kong University of 
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 13  National University of Singapore (NUS) 

 14  The University of Tokyo 
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QS World University Rankings by Subject(2012)
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Note: QS World University Rankings by Subject - Chemistry 
is placed under the Natural Sciences category. 

Find out more on QS Subject Rankings 
at http://www.topuniversities.com/subject-rankings

Chemistry
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What are the career options and salary trends for 
someone joining the science sector in Malaysia?
The trend is obviously rising for scientists in emerging 
technologies such as biogerontology, social analytics, smart-grid 
and nanomedical. The options are vast. The opportunity to work 
with the world’s best also is increasing as the science world is 
more networked now. Bodies such as CERN, IIASA, RIKEN, etc 
are looking for international experts to be part of their team. 
Career options are endless in various fi elds such as chemistry, 
actuarial, food tech, agriculture, biotech, aviation, and geology.  

As for salary trend, there has been a 4.5% salary increment 
from 2009 to 2012*. On average, the margin for a fresh 
graduate in 2012 was between RM2,400 to RM6,800 
depending on experience. The most promising salary increment 
fi elds in the science sector for 2012 were IT: 8% to 10%, oil 
& gas (middle management to senior level position): 15% to 
25%, and telecommunication: 15% to 25%.   
*Source: SPA Portal, JobStreet Malaysia &Kelly Malaysia Employment Outlook 
and Salary Guide 2012/2013.

What are the opportunities and challenges that 
candidates should look out for in the science line?
In terms of biodiversity, Malaysia is one of the Mega Diverse 
Nations in the world with more than thousands of marine 
species still under research. Which means there is enormous 
opportunity for marine-related research. Apart from this, 
The Economic Transformation Program (ETP), an initiative 
by the Malaysian government to turn Malaysia into a high- 
income economy by the year of 2020 holds many possibilities 
for upcoming talents. Around 131 Entry Point Projects (EPPs) 
have been selected as key areas to fi re up the growth of ETP. 
Some of the key areas include the integrated urban mass 
rapid transit system, food and health based downstream 
segments and green technology industry. The defense sector 
is another fertile ground to look at too. Stealth technology, 
antimatter weapons, and swarm intelligence are some new 
thoughts that are assisting this sector.   

Apart from skills and knowledge, what other aspects 
someone new to science should have?
Curiosity: Scientists thrive on curiosity. 

Openess to new ideas: Scientists should understand the 
great importance of carefully considered ideas that may 
seem disquieting to them or at odds with what they 
generally believe. 

Good communication skills: To express well orally and in 
writing scientifi c ideas for the benefi t of the masses. Michio 
Kaku and Sir Paul Nurse are some shining examples of scientists 
who successfully engage with the public through TV series.

What is the employment outlook for the science sectors 
in Malaysia for the next 10 years with the government 
showing keen interest in scientifi c expertise like 
biotechnology, nanotechnology, aerospace and green 
technology?
The prospects for science careers are very positive. By 
2020, it is projected that Malaysia needs 500,000 science & 
technology (S&T) human capital*. This is based on 6% annual 

Academy of Sciences, 
Malaysia (ASM)

Science 

Interview Industry
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Interview Industry

economic growth annually and the emergence of the EPPS 
under New Economic Area (NKEAs). 

In the bioeconomy sector, the solicited total jobs created 
by 2020 are at approximately 42,000 covering BioNexus 
companies, Eastern Corridor Economic Region (ECER), 
Northern Corridor Economic Region (NCER), Iskandar, 
BioXcell, etc. In the nanotechnology sector roadmap, 
about 9,500 S&T workers are needed for R&D activities 
and commercialisation. Most careers will be in electrical/
electronics, oil & gas, medical, palm oil and greater KL.  
* Source: S&T Human Capital Strategic Planning 2020 (2012)

 
What are the three most important pieces of advice you 
would like to give someone entering the science sector?
1. Develop global “scientifi c thinking”
The 21st century is dubbed as the scientifi c century. In 
Harvard Professor’s Howard Garner book, 5 Minds for the 
Future, there are fi ve thinking sets that need to be employed 
to endure this century:

Synthesising Mind: Scientists can relate scientifi c 
fi ndings to global challenges like climate change, poverty 
and political unrest.

Disciplined Mind: Motivated individuals create excellence 
in science and innovation by being passionate about daily 
drill, study, practice and mastery of their fi elds. 

Creating Mind: Scientists with creating capacity and 
creative spark will be able to offer new solutions to 
emerging issues such as ageing. 

Respectful Mind: Scientists should be able to work in 
a diverse team that comes from different culture, fi elds 
and organisations to achieve common goals. Examples of 
big, multinational scientifi c endeavour are Higgs boson 
discovery at CERN and the International Space Station. 

Ethical Mind: Scientists must gear objectives and means 
of their research towards achieving sustainability and 
greater good in the 3Ps (People, Planet and Profi t). 

2. Network
Expand networking with not only local scientists but also with 
international counterparts via participation in international 
fora and research collaboration. 

According to Thomas Reuters’ data, only 40% of tier-1  
scientifi c articles coming from Malaysia are produced with 
international partners. 

These articles pose higher impact to the world’s scientifi c 
initiatives, averaging at 0.6 point compared to articles that 
have no international collaborators at 0.4 point. 

3. Engage with the Masses
Scientists should be cognisant of the socio-economic 
happenings in the community, both national and global. 
Scientists must approach the policy-makers and industry 
to understand the public and market demand well.             
[ASM plays a major role in engaging public and policy makers 
with science: national science, public lectures, technology 
updates].
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Tell us about your course.
I am currently fi nishing up my fi rst year of my B. Sc. in 
biomedical sciences. What this course entails is a thorough 
understanding of the human body, from the molecular 
level within cells to a larger, integrated consideration of 
the systems within the body. Additionally, our modules 
concentrate on how the body functions and possible medical 
problems, or pathologies, that could arise as well as how 
these could be treated. The course also aims to provide us 
with the knowledge of drugs and how they work within the 
human body. 

What were the factors you considered and what 
motivated you to choose this course?
Honestly speaking, this is not the course I intended on doing. I 
had wished to do my undergraduate degree in biochemistry as 
I had believed that it would give me the perfect combination 
of the two sciences I enjoyed studying the most. However, 
on doing more research, I found biochemistry to be rather 
limited in the topics that it covers and that’s when I discovered 
biomedical sciences. 

I realised, especially as I looked over potential modules I could 
be studying in both courses, that biomedical sciences combines 
biology and chemistry while offering more topics that I found 
interesting. From my research, I also came to see that there was 
a lot more potential for biomedical sciences when it came to 
laboratory research.

What do you like and dislike most about your course?
As my course covers many areas within its fi eld, there are some 
modules we do which are not to my interest. Such modules are 
often ones we take along with students from other courses, 
hence, they tend to be less course-specifi c. That would be my 
only possible dislike. Concerning what I like about this course, 
there are many aspects as it is one I thoroughly enjoy doing. 
We are given opportunities to put the theory we learn in the 
classrooms to test during our practical modules. These modules 
perfectly complement our lectures and provide us with valuable 
experience in laboratory work.

What are the most important aspects that you’ve 
learned during the course and how has your life 
changed after joining the course?
The most important aspect about this course for me is 
studying human pathologies. I fi nd learning about diseases 
and medical conditions a thoroughly fascinating area. 
Expanding my knowledge on this has enabled me to fully 
appreciate how our body works in keeping us alive as well as 
to be able to understand what exactly is going on internally 
when I hear a friend or relative has taken ill.

What is your advice for those who are considering 
joining the course you’re now studying?
I would advise potential biomedical sciences undergraduates to 
be fully prepared if they are to join this course. It is a vast one 
which covers a wide array of topics in great detail. However, 
the workload is just right for the pace of the course and makes 
studying each module more interesting. For those who wish 
to pursue a career in research, I feel this course would provide 
them with exactly the knowledge they need to do so, as well 
as a number of potential areas of investigation. There are a 
number of career opportunities for graduates of this course, 
hence, it could possible be suitable for those who have not yet 
decided what they wish to do following university.

Interview Student

Akila Raghavan, 19
Dubai, UAE
Studying B.Sc. Biomedical 
Sciences at University of 
Nottingham, Malaysia

Science 
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Are you one of those with endlessly overfl owing ideas and creative 
expressions waiting to be unleashed into the world? Or you might be one of 
those who just love to immerse themselves in colours, sketches, drawings 
or anything artsy. If so, arts & creative might be what you are looking for. 

Arts & Creative

Arts & Creative contains a brilliant range of course options in the 
visual and performing arts, behind-the-scenes production and 
technology fi elds as well such as multimedia, digital and graphic 
design. It permits you to pursue the things that you really love 
and explore and refi ne your creative talents. 

The excitement and glamour of the visual and performing 
arts prove to be appealing, especially among the young and 
talented ones. After arts & creative industries were rebranded 
as ‘creative industries’ in some institutions, there was a shift in 
the profi le of the fi eld. Arts are usually confi ned in museums 
and galleries, inviting guests to view it. Now, there is the talk 
of the ‘creative economy’ driving all types of business and 
organisations. The increasing number of artists working in 
corporations and studios is all thanks to the digital medium. 
There is a signifi cant number of those qualifi ed in the course 
working outside specialist creative organisations. 

It is a good idea to look for bachelor degrees in creative arts, visual 
arts or fi ne arts that offer one of the many creative specialisations 

if you are determined to enter the arts industry. Behind-the-scene 
courses and specialisations are also interesting, which include areas 
such as arts management, costume design and sound production. 
There are also arts courses that focus more on learning such as 
art history. Technology-based arts specialisation in graphic design, 
animation and computer-aided design will usually be found in 
specialist degree courses. 

You should be prepared if you are to apply for the course as 
admission into some arts courses is highly competitive and those 
involving performance or production will require auditions and/
or portfolios that display work and talents. Rather than going 
through the tertiary admission centres, quite a number of 
applications go directly to the institution. 

When you have decided to be an animator, graphic designer, 
photographer, opera singer or circus performer, where do you 
go? Universities are one option. Although they have not always 
been the traditional stage of visual and performing arts, there are 
some specialist colleges of art or performing art that date back 
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many years. The arts is one of the fi elds in which small, specialist 
private providers are often the brightest of the lot. Remember the 
general rule: the harder it is to enter, the higher the chance that 
you will have of pursuing your ambition. 

If you are expecting lectures the whole day long, the arts is not 
the fi eld you should involve yourself in. The physical infrastructure, 
human resources and opportunities to exhibit and perform are 
going to be crucial. 

Studying the Arts 
As mentioned before, while this course is extremely competitive, 
the arts & creative industry is dynamic, exciting and offers plenty 
of opportunities for hard-working creative types. You will be 
able to stand out with a graduate qualifi cation besides allowing 
yourself to polish your technical and creative skills.

Your fi rst step might be to study foundation diploma in art and 
design. Through this course, you will discover and explore to learn 
things around you through your engagement with your tutor via 
projects. To prepare you for future studies or work, the course 
aims to develop really strong visual communication skills and 
critical approaches to practice using relevant media, processes 
and materials in the realisation of creative ideas. All these will be 
produced through personal exploration and experimentation. 

Other than that, you will be able to develop the ability to research, 
analyse and evaluate information and ideas to develop creative 
solutions. You will also be rewarded with all your works and 
ideas compiled and presented in a considered and comprehensive 
portfolio as part of your unique and personalised body of work. 

In the beginning, you will be taking short projects to familiarise 
yourself with basic visual language and to develop that 
fundamental skills. These projects will be led by your tutor. 
This beginning stage is diagnostic and is designed to help you 
learn through discovery and exploration about different ways of 
researching, evaluating and generating ideas. 

Then, longer projects will be given which will confi rm through your 
work what specialist area is the most appropriate for you. You will 
continue to hone your skills, and you will start to integrate your 
research ideas and creative approach to the generation of ideas 
within a chosen subject or discipline. Preparation and production of 
an appropriate portfolio of work and personal statement will also 
begin at this stage. 

During your fi nal years, you will begin to initiate your own research 
and take responsibility for your own learning. This will be done 
by proposing and undertaking a project which refl ects your skills, 
abilities, ambition and chosen area for future study. The recognition 
of your project at this ultimate stage of the course should 
demonstrate evidence of your ability to integrate planning, research, 
project management, ideas generation, evaluation and refl ection as 
part of your repertoire of creative skills. 

After that, you can either start pursuing your career or continue to 
further your studies by enrolling in specialised degree courses that 
you have chosen.

Career Prospects
In the months immediately after graduation, graduates are able 
to enter a diverse range of industries, ranging from private sector 
employers such as marketing and sales and advertising, to public 
sector services such as education and culture. 

According to statistics collected by universities, art graduates’ fi rst 
destination after university may only be a short-term one as they 
use this period to explore options available to them. Compared to 
their peers in other disciplines, they tend to secure their preferred 
choice at a later stage. Many arts graduates work part time while 
developing their creative work, or will combine their employment 
with further study. ‘Portfolio working’ is becoming the norm, and 
artists and designers are profi cient at fi nding ways to keep sight of 
their artistic objectives while fi nding money to pay the bills. 

Fine and applied arts and crafts graduates move into practice as 
artists, painters and arts and craft designer-makers, as well as 
teachers or art technicians, while more vocationally specifi c design 
graduates progress to interior designer, junior designer, product 
developer or buyer where interior, product or industrial design 
have been degree subjects. Graphic design and communications 
graduates are employed as creative and graphic designers, 
illustrators and artistic directors. 

Given the fl exibility and need for collaboration with other 
professionals, media, art and design graduates fi nd employment 
outside conventional arts and design employers. Some common 
employers include retail outlets, community, educational and 
training providers, specialist publishers, web and multimedia design 
services, media communication companies and advertising and 
publishing companies. 

Practice is important to most artists while being in a temporary 
or part-time employment, at the same time pursuing further 
courses for their own professional development. Your professional 
development is become increasingly important beside your creative 
skills. Expertise in professional practice is crucial, along with project 
management and people management skills, as groups of artists 
and designers increasingly manage short-term initiatives funded by 
local public sector and private sector sponsorship. 

Is This Right for You?
It is good to have a creative mind for starters if you want to 
sign up for this course. But, it is not the only thing you need as 
determination and hard work are also important aspects. It is a lot 
of hard work as it is not a 9-to-5 job and there is no turning back. 
You should also possess a greed for self-improvement as this fi eld is 
always about honing your skills and continuous learning. Of course, 
a love for arts is a must as the value of this whole course depends 
on the person. If you really love it, you will not fi nd it as a waste of 
time like what some others feel. Remember that if you want a ‘safe’ 
degree you might as well start reading on other courses as the arts 
is defi nitely not what you want. 
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      Rank  School Name
 01  Yale University 

 02  Rhode Island School of Design  
 
 03 School of the Art Institute of Chicago  
 
 04  University of California-Los Angeles 
 
 05  Virginia Commonwealth University 
 
 06  California Institute of the Arts  
 
 07  Carnegie Mellon University  
 
 08  Cranbrook Academy of Art 
  
 09  Maryland Institute College of Art 
 
 10  Columbia University 
  
 11  Alfred University – New York State College of Ceramics 
 
 12  California College of the Arts  
 
 13  Bard College 
 
 14  CUNY - Hunter College 
 
 15 Temple University 
 
 16  University of California-San Diego  
 
 17  Washington University in St. Louis  
 
 18  Art Center College of Design  

 19  Ohio State University 
 
 20  School of Visual Arts (SVA), New York City 
 
 21  University of Wisconsin – Madison  
 
 22  Arizona State University 
 
 23 Massachusetts College of Art  
 
 24 University of Georgia  
 
 25  University of Iowa 
 
 

   

            
       Rank  School Name
              01  Yale University 
 
              02  School of the Art Institute of Chicago 
 
              03  Rhode Island School of Design 
 
              04  California Institute of the Arts 

              05  University of New Mexico 
 
              06  Rochester Institute of Technology 
 
              07  School of Visual Arts (SVA), New York City 

              08  University of California – Los Angeles 
 
              09  California College of the Arts 
 
              10  Columbia College 
 
              11  Arizona State University 
 
              12  Maryland Institute College of Art 

              13  Columbia University 
 
              14  Cranbrook Academy of Art 
 
              15 Virginia Commonwealth University 

              16  Bard College 
 
              17  University of Arizona 
 
              18  Massachusetts College of Art 
 
              19  Savannah College of Art and Design 
 
              20  Carnegie Mellon University 

              21  San Francisco Art Institute 
 
              22  Temple University 

Institutes Rankings by Subject (2012)

Photography Fine Arts
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      Rank  School Name
 01  Rhode Island School of Design 
 
 02  Yale University 
 
 03  Maryland Institute College of Art 

 04  Carnegie Mellon University 

 05  Virginia Commonwealth University 
 
 06  Cranbrook Academy of Art 
 
 07  Art Center College of Design 
 
 08  California Institute of the Arts 

 09  School of Visual Arts (SVA), New York City

 10  New School - Parsons School of Design 
 
 11  California College of the Arts 

 12  Pratt Institute 

 13  School of the Art Institute of Chicago 

 14  Minneapolis College of Art and Design 

 

   

            
       Rank  School Name
 01  Carnegie Mellon University 

 02  California Institute of the Arts 

 03  School of the Art Institute of Chicago 

 04  Rhode Island School of Design 

 05  University of California - Los Angeles 

 06  Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute 

 07  University of California - San Diego 

 08  New School - Parsons School of Design 

 09 University of Southern California 
 
 10 School of Visual Arts (SVA), New York City

 11 New York University 

 12  Rochester Institute of Technology 

 13  Maryland Institute College of Art 
 
 14 Syracuse University 

 15 Virginia Commonwealth University 

Institutes Rankings by Subject (2012)
Multimedia / 
Visual CommunicationsGraphic Design

These 2012 rankings were compiled from U.S. 
News Education Grad School. Find out more at
http://grad-schools.usnews.rankingsandreviews.com
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A d v e r t o r i a l

Be Job-Ready
With so many graduates 
competing for jobs, how 
does a Mass Communication 
graduate be the best 
amongst the rest?
If one were to look closely at the education 
market, one would notice that any typical 
Mass Communication student will study the 
same theories, investigate the same case 
studies, and also likely seek internships at the 
same company that took on hundreds of other 
interns. To carve out your own identity, you 
need to ask yourself an important question: 
Where can I fi nd the best Mass Communication 
programme that stands out from the rest? The 
one name to think of: IACT College.

IACT College fi rst started out as a Joint Education Committee 
in the 1970s, and owned by Malaysia’s two largest advertising 
associations, the Malaysian Advertisers Association (MAA) 
and the Association of Accredited Advertising Agents (4As). 
Founded and endorsed by industry professionals, IACT 
progressed to a full-fl edged college in 1993, even as the 
advertising industry faced an acute shortage of talents, thus 
rising to the challenge of meeting the advertising industry’s 
talent shortage.

Now, how does one connect IACT College to standing out? 
IACT College stands out from other learning institutions by 
being the only one that focuses on Project-Based Learning 
(PBL). PBL differs from case studies as it focuses on current, 
real-life scenarios and projects. This gives IACT College 
students the opportunity to work on projects with industry 
professionals, giving them valuable work experience and 
networking opportunities. This, in turn, matures students into 
understanding the demands and expectations of the working 
life. Amongst some of the clients students have worked with 
include big-name brands like Nestlé, Genting, and Universal 
Music, and student ideas are often adapted to actual 
advertising campaigns.

IACT College strives to keep its curriculum updated with the 
assistance of various experts from the media industry. These 
Industry Specialists, through their own struggles and trials, 
offer invaluable advice and consultation to IACT College’s 
teaching staff. These Specialists also share their insights and 
experiences to students through co-teaching in classrooms, 
and mentoring students on guided projects. This is IACT 
College’s effort to ensure that the education IACT College 
students receive meet or exceed industry expectations. 
Amongst the Industry Specialist that IACT College works with 
are Reuben Kang from Jinnyboy TV; Dorothy Teoh from The 
Edge Education Foundation; and René Menezes from Better 
Digital Solutions.

As part of IACT College’s efforts to create better citizens 
and a stronger workforce, it plays host to monthly For Your 
Inspiration (FYI) sessions. FYI provides a platform for industry 
personalities to share ideas, address queries and provide 
sound advice to students. These sessions serve to give 
students a better understanding of various disciplines of the 
communication industry and also provide ample networking 
opportunities. In addition, the success stories of many of 
these personalities help inspire students to aim for the stars. 

While FYI primarily seeks to benefi t IACT College students, it 
also helps increase visibility of IACT College amongst industry 
players. This makes IACT College better recognized as the 
creative communication specialist. One such personality who 
recently contributed to IACT College’s learning experience was 
Freda Liu, of BFM Radio. Freda spoke extensively about her 
experiences and pathways to being a radio host on Malaysia’s 
independent business news radio station, BFM. 

Going back to the question of how does one stand out from a 
saturated market of fresh graduates? The equation is simple: 
With a competent institute to back you up, half the battle is 
won. However, students must also understand that the other 
half, being themselves, is the other element that employers 
look at. Employers look at your achievements, your co-
curricular participation and your contributions to the world of 
creative communications. And this is why the learning style at 
IACT College is perfect at giving you a head start, as students 
are pushed into competing with each other, they understand 
how the industry works, and how to work with experts without 
intimidation. With that, students will have built themselves 
solid reputations which precede them.

IACT College offers a wide range of programmes, ranging 
from Foundation courses, to Diplomas in Advertising, 
Broadcasting, Creative Multimedia, Graphic Design and 
Mass Communication. IACT College also offers two 3+0 
Bachelor of Arts degrees with two partner universities from the 
United Kingdom. A Mass Communications degree is hosted 
jointly with the University of Hertfordshire, while a degree in 
Advertising and Design is available through its partnership 
with the University of Sunderland. For more information on 
IACT College, please log on to www.iact.edu.my.

Freda Liu, together with a few young fans after an FYI session

Broadcast and Photography Studio IACT College Library

KOLEJ IACT SDN BHD
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How does PBL work?
While case studies are valuable learning resources, the benefi t 
of PBL is that it exposes students to current on-going marketing 
and advertising problems. “PBL is important as the creative 
communication industry is very dynamic. Studying past 
problems via case-studies is helpful in increasing students’ 
understanding of a topic, but PBL is where they are exposed to 
real-life problems that refl ect current situations,” says Nicholas 
Lee, Academic Director of IACT College.

IACT College receives PBL projects from a list of clients, 
thanks to its strong industry connections as the college 
is owned by the MAA and 4As, the two Malaysian bodies 
representing advertisers and advertising agents. Clients come 
to the college and present their marketing challenges to IACT 
College students, along with the expected outcome of such 
projects. These projects become the platform for students to 
learn course objectives, immediately putting what they learn 
into practice.

Students will then conduct research on the client’s project. 
Typical information that students look for would be the client’s 
product, the unique selling point of the product, the kind of 
customers likely to purchase these products, and who are the 
client’s competitors. 

Students are then required to generate marketing and 
advertising campaign ideas, tailored to reach out to the target 
customers in the most effective manner. Examples of a youth-
centric advertising campaign would be the heavy use of internet 
advertising channels such as blogs, Twitter or Facebook; while 
advertising campaigns targeting customers who do not use 
the internet would heavily rely on newspapers and television 
advertisements.

After identifying these advertising methods, students are 
further required to create concepts of advertisements and 
this may include fi lming television advertisements, designing 
posters and newspaper advertisements, or creating animated 
internet advertisement banners.

Students are guided through all these steps by experienced 
lecturers and tutors. Lecturers become a coach and a mentor, 
greatly increasing the value a lecturer contributes to the 
students’ learning process.

The fi nal idea, together with a solid marketing and advertising 
plan, will then be presented to the client. Clients often 
execute marketing campaigns based on students’ proposals 
and ideas.

“The ideas that PBL students have provided were creative, 
and were supported by research,” says Adrian Ang, CEO of JD 
Media, in one particular PBL project. “I believe these projects 
will work in the market today.”

How do students benefi t from PBL?
“IACT College differs from other colleges that may offer the 
same courses, as our strong industry connection allows us 

to model our courses after the industry. Therefore PBL as a 
teaching and learning method allows students to experience 
the industry,” says Lee.

Celyx Lim, a current student at IACT College, believes that 
PBL is a fun and challenging way to learn, and enjoys it as it 
exposes her to experiences outside the classroom.

“I believe that the best part of PBL is that it builds our 
character, allowing us to speak confi dently during 
presentations,” added Gan Yi Quan, another IACT College 
student. 

The Client Connection
Not only does working with clients provide valuable learning 
experiences, but it also simulates the working life for students, 
giving them a taste of what is to come. PBL gives students an 
opportunity to network with clients and opens doors to future 
career opportunities.

“Working with students is a different experience as the ideas 
they generate are very different,” says Andrew Leong, Marketing 
Manager at Resorts World Genting. “I would defi nitely hire these 
guys. They have the insights, the energy and the creativity!”

“It’s not uncommon for students to seek internships with the 
PBL clients whom they have worked with. Very often, it is at 
these companies that IACT College graduates fi nd their fi rst 
jobs,” Lee adds.

René Menezes, CEO of Better Digital Solutions, who has hired 
two IACT graduates in the past says, “I would say that they are 
both among the top-5 people I’ve ever hired. They were able to 
adapt quickly and moved up quickly within the organization.”

“We believe that with our holistic syllabus that combines hands-
on learning through internships and PBL, our students will be 
truly job-ready and given a competitive edge upon graduation,” 
says Jason Chin, CEO of IACT College.

Come experience PBL for yourself. For more information on 
IACT College, please log on to www.iact.edu.my.

A d v e r t o r i a l

Learn From 
Industry 
Professionals, 
From Within 
Your Classroom
With its Project Based Learning (PBL) pedagogy, lessons at IACT College are conducted using actual 
industry-based projects, where students are tasked to deliver real-world solutions to the projects. The 
result? Graduates that do not only have paper qualifi cations, but who also are job-ready.
Thanks to IACT College’s close ties to the industry, students have the opportunity to work on projects 
with industry professionals, giving them invaluable work experience and networking opportunities. 
Amongst some of the clients students have worked with include big-name brands like Nestlé, Genting, 
and Universal Music.

KOLEJ IACT SDN BHD
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The Genting marketing team, together with IACT College lecturers, after a student briefi ng
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The traditional media is going through signifi cant 
changes and challenges from online/electronic media. 
How do you see the changes impacting the advertising/
creative industry as a whole? 
Creative people in the advertising industry are no longer limited 
to just art and concept, but can now explore technology and 
different advertising mediums to create engaging experiences 
for audiences. In fact, this change is a great turning point for the 
entire industry, which will bring more interesting and exciting ads 
created from various media from traditional to digital.

What are the career options and salary trends for the 
various jobs across the advertising/creative industry?
There will always be a demand for young blood to fi ll executive, 
copywriter and designer positions in the industry. The typical 
starting salary would not be as high as one expects, but it will 
range from RM28,000 to RM38,000 per annum. Once you gain at 
least three to fi ve years of working experience, you will defi nitely 
see a big boost in salary. This will be true for both executive and 
creative positions. 

What are the opportunities and challenges that 
candidates should look out for in advertising/creative 
industry?
Working with different accounts and clients will give you a 
broader experience and you will learn something new every 
day. Some accounts may be more demanding than others but 
these are challenges that will help to improve your skills in 
fi nding solutions for different situations. Also, be prepared to 
put in long shifts to meet deadlines at work.

Apart from skills and knowledge, what other aspects 
someone new to advertising/creative should have?
Having a positive attitude and being passionate about your work 
is very important. Keep exploring the latest ad trends and learn 
how to apply new ideas into your creative concepts.

What is the employment outlook for the advertising 
industry in Malaysia for the next ten years?
There’s a tremendous change happening in advertising. We 
need to keep pace with our users. We must think about where 
their lifestyle trends are headed and how they are changing 
their behaviours.

Imagine this woman in 2020, only seven years away. She’s going 
to wake up and read her news on a screen, listen to her music, 
watch TV on demand, and use a mobile assistant when she’s on 
the go. Her life is fully connected to the digital world. So, most 
advertising expenditures will move online.

Even traditional media will be integrated with digital in the future.  

What are three most important pieces of advice you 
would like to give someone entering the advertising/
creative industry?  
Always keep a positive attitude and be willing to learn. Also, be 
passionate about the work you are doing.

[Monster Interactive is among industry professionals that 
provides internship trainings and class projects for arts & creative 
(advertising) students from IACT college]  

Interview Industry

Wayne Lim
Creative Director
Monster Interactive
Singapore | Malaysia | China

Arts & Creative
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Tell us about your job scope and key responsibilities in 
your company.
I am an illustration course lecturer at The One Academy. My 
key responsibilities include guiding, educating and assisting 
students to refi ne their foundation in art as well as their skill 
sets. Other than that, I’m also in charge of compiling the 
basic drawing course.

Tell us about your typical working day.
A typical day involves teaching in class, and within that 
duration, interacting with students, to share some of my 
experiences as an illustrator in painting, knowledge of art, and 
drawing skills. Some days I teach more than one class, but on 
most days, only one class. The rest of the day will be spent 
refi ning my skills, mostly done digitally.

How well did your undergraduate course prepare you 
for your real working life?
First of all, the course structure in The One Academy is perfect 
and stable for students to learn and grow. It also prepares 
us for real working life, with workloads and deadlines that 
we have to meet, similar to what we will face in the industry. 
I scored a high distinction during the three years of my 
course studies, so I faced no diffi culty transitioning from my 
undergraduate course to real working life.

How different is the real working world compared to 
your expectation during your undergraduate years?
In the real working life, the working procedures are the same. 
Students will realise that the difference between workloads in 
the industry and during the course is not big. However, in real 
working life we have more responsibilities that we have to 
pick up along the way, such as communicating with clients, 
selling our job capabilities and managing our time between 
various projects.

What are the most rewarding and challenging parts of 
your work?
My responsibility as a lecturer requires me to prepare well 
for my lessons, keeping tabs on my students’ progress, and 
structuring lessons accordingly; while lecturing, I need to 
be quick on my feet, while being prepared as well as being 
spontaneous, thinking of special methods to maintain 
students’ interest in my subjects, as well as getting the 
important messages through to them. Besides the college 
workload, I am blessed to have the opportunity to meet 
famous artistes and singers because I need to propose portrait 
illustrations for them. So I need to make sure my drawings for 
them are true masterpieces.

What is your advice to arts and creative graduates who 
are joining the workforce soon?
My advice to them is be focused; concentrate on your present 
task and be hardworking. Always be fully prepared to face 
various job scopes that you may need to handle. Besides that, 
try to learn from each other within the community of artists 
and never cease upgrading yourself. 

Interview Graduate

Lim Sing Hooi, 25
Lecturer, Illustration
The One Academy, 
Kuala Lumpur
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Tell us about your course.
Interior design is the transformation of a space with the 
intention of maximum effi ciency, functionality as well as 
ensuring the well-being of the user. Throughout the course, 
students will be given the opportunity to work on individual 
projects which deal with the different aspects of theoretical, 
conceptual and practical design problems. Students will pick 
up the ability to make decisions and solve problems, while 
taking the aesthetic and technical aspects into consideration. 
Students will be equipped with computer software that will 
help them translate their ideas into design: among them are 
AutoCAD, Autodesk 3DMax as well as Adobe softwares.

What were the factors you considered and what 
motivated you to choose this course?
I have always been interested in arts and design since I was 
young. Like most parents in Malaysia, my parents were worried 
that I might not make a good living in the arts and design 
industry. They preferred if I were to pursue a career that seems 
more tangible to them like accounting or fi nance. But I insisted 
that I should do something I love to avoid me from not giving 
my best in my studies which would result in unnecessary waste 
of money. Finally, they agreed with me in pursuing interior 
design as many interior designers are doing very well in the 
industry now. 

What do you like and dislike most during this course?
The thing that I like most during my course is the moment you 
manage to pull off something you thought you could never do 
or achieve. The sense of achievement is defi nitely a boost to 
one’s confi dence. The tough part would probably be the short 
time frame given for us to absorb everything. We even spend 
our term breaks/holidays to get our assignments done. But 
looking on the bright side, it might have also challenged us to 
work in a stressful environment with restricted time, something 
that is to be expected in the working fi eld.

What are the most important aspects that you’ve 
learned during the course and how has your life 
changed after joining the course?
I have learned that we must always try to get back up on our 
feet regardless of the number of times we fall down. Besides 
that, I look at things in different perspectives now and I try to 
pay more attention to details. For example, when I step into 
a restaurant or a space in general, my eyes would speculate, 
trying to catch as much information I can. I also try to fi gure 
out how things are put together and how things function 
the way they do. I am glad to have picked up that skill 
throughout my course because I am eager to see the world 
with my new pair of “eyes”.

What is your advice for those who are considering 
joining the course you’re now studying?
You must have the passion for it, or else everything you do 
will seem like a burden, as the saying goes: “Choose a job 
you love, and you will never have to work a day in your life.” 
It is also a good thing to explore and design software such as 
AutoCAD, Adobe Photoshop and Illustrator before entering 
the course because they allow you to explore the possibilities 
of design. In my opinion, time management is also crucial for 
everyone to master because it could seriously make or break 
one’s assignment. 

Interview Student

Natasha Tan Yiing Chen, 20
Kuala Lumpur
Studying Diploma in Interior Design 
at Malaysian Institute of Art (MIA)

Arts & Creative
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In this day and age, nearly everyone – especially 
young children – knows how to use a personal 
computer. Before the 21st century – in the 1960s 
and 1970s – the term IT was hardly ever heard. As 
computing technology evolves and “paperless” 
workplaces emerge, IT started to become a common 
phrase. It defi nes an industry that uses computers, 
networking, software programming and other 
equipment and processes to store, process, retrieve, 
transmit and protect information.

Information 
Technology (IT)
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A college degree in IT was non-existent during the early stages 
of computer development. Due to the complicated nature and 
low exposure to public, computer scientists and mathematical 
engineers were the only ones involved in software development 
and computer programming. As time passed, technology 
advanced and the knowledge spread far and wide. With the 
arrival of the personal computer in the 1980s, the world moved 
into the information age. 

From storage created by a single computer operator, businesses’ 
information technology is now using interconnected networks 
of employees that store information in a server farm, often 
somewhere away from the main business site. Not only 
that, communication has also advanced to the now-nearly 
instantaneous digital communication through electronic mail. We 
have gone a long way from the age of physical postal mail. 

Since the days when computers were humongous, white 
pieces of equipment found in big, air-conditioned rooms 
getting information from punch cards, immense technological 
progress have been made. From being unknown, the IT industry 
has turned out to be a 
huge employer of people 
worldwide, as the spotlight 
in some nations is now on 
service industries instead 
of manufacturing. The 
barrier to entry is also 
generally much lower. To be 
competitive in the workplace 
in this age, one must be 
profi cient in computers. 

Due to the broad nature of 
the IT fi eld, students in the 
IT courses are able to bring 
their general computer 
knowledge into a variety 
of specialised areas. The 
ever-changing and ever-
growing world of IT makes 
its students to learn to keep up with the pace of technology. This 
fast pace also causes many different types of people to specialise 
in a variety of different areas, providing plenty of opportunities 
for everyone. This way, it is easier for the person to keep up 
with one aspect of technology than with all of them. Thus, it is 
important for specialists in different fi elds to communicate with 
each other. 

The jobs available in IT are widely varied and as diverse. You 
have software designers, network engineers and database 
administrators. Nearly any position that involves the connection 
of computers and information are considered part of this fi eld. 

What You Will Be Studying 
IT is considered as an engineering division, concentrating on the 
study of utilising computers and telecommunications in order 
to control, gather, store and circulate information. Not only will 
you be studying the software aspect, you will also need to learn 
about hardware in IT. 

In information technology programmes, you will be studying 
general computer science concepts which include learning how 
computers work, the different operating systems and network 
administration. However, your course will be focused on the 
technology behind computer systems. You will be taught to 
design computers and related technology. Other than that, 
there will also be lessons on modifying existing computers and 
software to better meet computer user needs.

Not only that, as mentioned, you will be taking software and 
hardware engineering courses. You will study the design of 
the Internet, multimedia and databases. In short, your course 

will be equipping you with the knowledge to solve information 
technology problems and enable you to learn the best way when 
dealing with computer technology. 

Depending on the institution, degree programmes in IT can vary 
widely. Some places might offer certifi cate courses in specialised 
areas of IT while Associate, Bachelor and Master’s Degree 
programmes are offered by more traditional institutions. 

Designed to provide the student with a broad overview of 
computer science and communication networks, an Associate 
Degree programme prepares you for an entry-level career as 
a help-desk operator or computer user. It usually takes two 
years and requires the student to pass a certain number of 
general education classes before the degree can be awarded. 
Some of the topics you will be taking in this programme are 
computer interfaces, basic communication networks, database 
administration, web design, business applications, information 
systems, systems analysis and technical writing. Besides 
traditional on-campus colleges and universities, Associate 
Degrees in IT can also be earned through accredited online and 

distance learning programme, 
offering the fl exibility needed by 
those who are continuing their 
career and chasing their education 
at the same time. Credits earned 
in this programme are usually used 
towards earning a Bachelor Degree 
in a related fi eld. 

The Bachelor Degree programme 
in IT and the Associate Degree 
programme are similar in the 
sense that there are a number of 
general education requirements 
and the programmes aim to 
produce well-rounded individuals 
with a broad range of information 
technology knowledge. However, 
four years are typically needed 
to complete the Bachelor Degree 

programme where the fi rst two years of the programme will be 
focusing on introductory courses in information technology and 
general education requirements, with the other two years spent 
on the more specifi c and advanced aspects of the information 
technology fi eld. 

On the other hand, information technology certifi cate 
programmes are appropriate for those who are already 
experienced in information technology and seeking to extend 
their knowledge into another specialty area. Many information 
technology professionals take up certifi cate courses to stay up-to-
date in this ever-changing technological environment. Certifi cate 
programmes in information technology are usually 6- to12-month 
courses that certify the student as profi cient in one particular area 
of information technology and they are widely available through 
accredited online and distance learning institutions. A few of the 
more popular information technology certifi cates are information 
security certifi cations, Oracle DBA certifi cations, Microsoft 
certifi cations, Cisco certifi cations and PMP certifi cations. 
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If you are still unsure about your choice   
in information technology, you can 
consider enrolling in an introductory 
certifi cate programme in information 
technology. It will give you a good 
overview of what a career in this fi eld 
involves as well as preparing you for an 
Associate or Bachelor Degree programme 
in information technology if you want to 
continue your education. 

What Can You Do
• Computer marketing

With your information in computers, 
you are able to sell them; knowing the 
workings of a quality product, how it 
is better than the competitor’s product 
enables you to be effi cient in selling 
it – especially in a highly competitive 
computer market. The decision of a 
computer buyer relies heavily on how 
satisfactorily you answer their questions. 
They will need to be convinced that the 
computer is able to meet their needs 
and give them what others cannot. 
With an investment in your product, it 
is only natural that you need to know 
your product and their needs to match 
a computer that will be able to perform 
whatever is needed by the customer.

• Technical consultant
Technical consultants are needed in 
smaller companies which do not have 
the means or need to hire a full-time 
technical support team. Therefore, 
technical consultants working here 
are usually independent contractors or 
from a consultation fi rm. They charge 
a specifi c rate as they aid the company 
in setting up a new computer system 
or update their current system. After 
deciding on the hardware and software 
suitable for the system, these consultants 
will assist in training the employees and 
provide temporary technical support to 
the company.

• Computer programmer
Programmers are those responsible 
for “conversing” with the computers. 
This job is suitable for those who are 
interested in programming languages. 
They take specifi c instructions and design 
parameters and translate them into a 
language the computer can understand. 
This also means that the programmer 
needs good communication skills to 
understand the wants of the employer 
and then instruct the computer on 
the exact way to carry out the task. 
Programmers are usually knowledgeable 
in more than one programming language 
such as Visual Basic, JAVA and C++.

• Network analysts
Network engineering is a specialised area 
of information technology and network 
analysts deal with the core aspects 
of a computer network. The job of a 

network analyst can be quite tedious as 
they are responsible for a wide range of 
work; other than network design and 
security, they will also be required to 
create, confi gure, maintain and monitor 
network equipment. 

• Designer
You can opt to be a software designer, 
graphic designer, as well as a web 
designer. Software design is the more 
common fi eld where IT degree graduates 
head to after their graduation. Software 
designers are usually entry-level staff 
that are part of a team in developing 
new software. Mobile Internet software 
and computer security companies are 
two of the technology companies that 
are always hiring new candidates.

In this tech-savvy world, we are also 
concerned with images, printing and 
electronic media. Graphic designers are 
responsible in assembling appropriate 
images, motion graphics and typography 
to provide a complete and attractive 
graphic design. Additional experience is 
needed for advanced level jobs.

Website planning, creating and 
assembling are tasks associated with 
a web designer. Not only are they 
responsible for the aspects of a website, 
they are also required to learn the 
programming language needed to design 
the website. Thus, they should be familiar 
with HTML, CSS, XML and Javascript.

• Digital content creation
When digital content enters the picture, 
information technology seems a whole 
lot better, fun and exciting. Creative IT 
graduates might already possess the 
skills required to create their own video 
games. Although this may be hard work, 
it may not be the case for those who are 
devoted in creating as well as playing 
video games as their lifelong career. 

• Computer developers and 
researchers
There are also a number of graduates 
who fi nd an interest in assisting 
in technological research projects 
and how they relate to computers, 
instead of developing software. 
Entry-level positions are constantly 
open in such related fi elds, but in 
order to go further, a masters degree 
in information technology is needed. 
With a masters degree, you will be 
able to pursue a number of managerial 
and administrative positions such as 
computer developers and researchers. 

• Troubleshooter/ Customer 
service/ IT administrator
One of the beauties about obtaining a 
degree in IT is the ability to enter any 
company they want, no matter the 
nature of the company. This is because 
all companies nowadays make use of 

computers to facilitate business, thus the 
need for that one person to troubleshoot 
computer systems when problems arise. 

Is Information Technology 
the Course for You?
Needless to say, you must have an 
interest in computers and the ways these 
technologies could make communication 
more effective. Although computers could 
help to make businesses more effi cient, 
it can also slow things down at the same 
time if they are not working properly or not 
handled correctly. Thus, you should always 
be thinking on your feet, being able to 
identify, locate and fi x problems in a timely 
manner. These qualities are important in the 
information technology industry. 

People working in the information 
technology fi eld often work in an 
environment where they are the only ones 
who know the workings of a computer 
system. So, good people skills and excellent 
communication abilities are needed – be it 
in person, over the phone or written – to 
communicate with their less computer-savvy 
colleagues in a clear, patient manner. 

Due to the humongous amount of time 
devoted in front of the computer screen 
and tapping on the keyboard, good 
manual dexterity, typing skills and hand-
eye coordination is needed. Students 
who pursue a degree in IT tend to already 
possess these skills and if they don’t, they 
tend to develop then quite rapidly. 

Some of the examples of skills and 
characteristics of those involved in 
an information technology career are 
troubleshooting, problem-solving, typing 
skills, communication abilities, computer 
literacy, patience, manual dexterity, logical 
thinking, critical thinking, creative thinking, 
technical writing skills and interest in 
changing and developing technologies. 
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            QS 
       Rank  School Name
 01 Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) 

 02  Stanford University 

 03  Carnegie Mellon University 

 04  University of California, Berkeley (UCB) 

 05 Harvard University 

 06  University of Oxford 

 07  University of Cambridge

 08  ETH Zurich (Swiss Federal Institute of Technology)

 09  National University of Singapore (NUS) 

 10  Princeton University 

 11  The University of Tokyo

 12  University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA)  

 13  The Hong Kong University of 
                   Science and Technology

 14  Cornell University  

 15  University of Toronto  

 16  Columbia University 

 17  Ecole Polytechnique Fédérale de Lausanne

 18  Imperial College London  

 19  University of Washington

 20  University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

 21  The University of Melbourne  

 22  University of Hong Kong 

 23  University of Chicago

 24  University of Texas at Austin 

 25  Yale University 

            QS 
       Rank  School Name
 26  Nanyang Technological University (NTU)

 27  California Institute of Technology (Caltech)

 28  University of British Columbia  

 29  Georgia Institute of Technology 

 30  University of Edinburgh 

 31  Australian National University 

 32  University of Pennsylvania  

 33  University of California, San Diego (UCSD) 

 34  University of Waterloo 

 35  Peking University 

 36  Tsinghua University

 37  The University of Manchester 
 
 38  New York University (NYU) 

 39  The University of Queensland

 40  The University of New South Wales 
 
 41  Seoul National University 

 42  The Chinese University of Hong Kong 

 43  University of Michigan  

 44  Purdue University 

 45  UCL (University College London)  

 46  Brown University  

 47  McGill University

 48  Technische Universität München 

 49 The University of Sydney

 50 Tokyo Institute of Technology 

QS World University Rankings by Subject (2012)

Note: QS World University Rankings by Subject - Computer Science and Information Systems is placed under the Engineering & Technology category. 
Find out more on QS Subject Rankings at http://www.topuniversities.com/subject-rankings

Computer Science and Information Systems
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IT jobs are said to be among the most sought after as 
market research shows that this sector is going to grow 
manifold in the future and are going to see a surge in 
demand. However optimistic the situation is, when the 
economy slows down, IT workers are among the fi rst to 
be laid off.  What’s your view on this?  
The diffusion of information and communication technologies 
(ICTs) across all economic sectors is placing new demands 
on workers’ skills. The changing skill set is both expanding 
employment opportunities and imposing new demands on 
every level of employees. In today’s job market, basic ICT skills 
are considered essential for people entering the workforce 
and for those trying to fi nd a better job. The present labour 
market indicators shows that ICT skilled workforce form 
a strategic asset that spurs economic growth, promotes 
competitiveness, and improves business productivity. 

The effective use of ICT for businesses and industrial 
processes and on the knowledge, competencies, and skills 
of current and fresh hires have direct impact on a country’s 
economic achievement and Malaysia is no exception. ICT skills 
are not only required for jobs in the information technology 
(IT) sector but the demand for them cuts across sectors and 
job types. ICT skills are increasingly important in sectors 
beyond the ICT industry such as agriculture, construction, 
education, and service industries. The contribution of ICT jobs 
in our labour market is prevalent and its contribution for GDP 
is signifi cant.

The information and communications technology (ICT) 
sector has led the way to a tentative recovery for the global 
economy, in the process accelerating the world’s transition to 
a digital economy and society. ICT posted a strong showing 
in 2011 with a growth rate of 8.7% in global spending to 
emerge as one of the fastest-growing sectors coming out of 
the Global Financial Crisis of 2009. This expansion is expected 
to carry forward over the next four years with a Compound 
Annual Growth Rate (CAGR) exceeding 6.0%. (World 
Information Technology and Services Alliance - WITSA’s Digital 
Planet 2010). 

This alleviates the myth that during economic crisis, ICT 
jobs are the fi rst to be cut and so forth. ICT jobs are able 
to weather the economic crisis. It is common for industries 
to pursue effectiveness in operations during economic 
uncertainties and this is primarily done through investment 
in technologies which is ICT-driven. Hence, the job for ICT 
professionals are either not impacted at all or even becoming 
more signifi cant and lead to growth in this scenario.

What are the career options and salary trends for the 
IT sector?
ICT jobs and roles are not unique to the ICT industry alone. 
Usage of ICT is pervasive across all sectors of the economy. 
Statistics produced by the National Statistics Department 
indicates that there are more than 500,000 ICT professionals 
in the Malaysian labour market. Is this suffi cient? Defi nitely 
a no, with the pace our economy is growing! Thanks to the 
forward-looking strategy of our government, by implementing 
and following through the economic transformation agenda. 
The economic transformation activities alone are expected to 
create a record 3.3 million new jobs by 2020. If one zooms into 
the various projects related to the economic transformation 
programmes, it has a signifi cant number of activities, which 
are directly ICT-centric, or ICT-enabled. We envisage a large 
number of new ICT-centric jobs created as part of the 3.3 
millions jobs.

The country rolled out the National ICT Initiatives under 
the ambit of Multimedia Super Corridor (MSC) through the 
formation of MDeC. There are more than 3,000 MSC-status 
companies focusing on information technology activities, 
creative multimedia and ICT-enabled services known as Shared 
Services and Outsourcing (SSO). These companies alone have 
created more than 120,000 jobs in the last 13 years and they 
are expected to expand further. These companies forecasted a 
compounded average employment demand growth of 26% in 
the next couple of years. 

New investment in the MSC spurred by the positive 
economic and business environment of the country as a whole 

Muhammad Imran 
Kunalan Abdullah
Director - Talent 
Multimedia Development 
Corporation Sdn Bhd (MDeC)

Interview  Industry

Information Technology
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is expected to contribute more ICT jobs as well. The MSC 
initiatives complemented through the Digital Malaysia agenda 
alone is slated to create an additional 60,000 to 80,000 ICT 
jobs by 2015. The challenge that we are facing now is the lack 
of ICT talent with the right skills required by the industry. This 
situation is further aggravated by the low take-up rate for ICT 
courses at the institutions of higher learning. The myth that ICT 
graduates will become unemployed is no longer valid.

ICT industry players offer competitive salaries to their 
employees. The PIKOM ICT Job Market Report 2012 has 
indicated the following. The average monthly salary of ICT 
professionals in Malaysia was RM6,240 in 2011. This represents 
an average increase of 10.9% from RM5,626 in 2010. This 
increase was well above the average infl ation rate of 3.2%. 
Given the prospective outlook for the economy and other 
positive factors within the ICT industry, PIKOM anticipates 
a 9.0% rise in the average salary of ICT professionals in 
2012, which would average out to RM6,800 per month. 
The average salary for fresh graduates in the ICT industry 
is quite competitive as well. Fresh graduates are offered an 
average entry-level salary of RM2,238 at present. The fi gures 
were hovering around RM1,800 to RM2,000 previously. The 
shortage of skilled ICT professionals has lead to companies 
offering better remuneration for those with ICT skills. 

There are various career path and roles for ICT graduates in 
the market. They have an option to work in the ICT end-user 
environment across industrys as well as high-growth areas 
such as the Shared Services and Outsourcing environment. 
Malaysia has been reckoned as the three most competitive 
seven business services locations by international research fi rm 
AT Kearney for years in a row.

Apart from skills and knowledge, what other aspects 
someone new to IT should have?
Fresh ICT graduates should not be complacent with the 
technical skills and know-how that they have gained at their 
respective universities. They have to keep abreast with the 
changes in ICT technology, which is at greater pace than the 
university can adopt or follow. The rapid advancement in 
ICT technology may lead for the knowledge that they have 
gained in the universities becoming obsolete or irrelevant 
when they graduate. 

The ICT students have to further enhance their technical 
knowledge through various opportunities that have 
been created in the ICT talent development ecosystem. 
The industry landscape is changing as well. Social media 
(S), mobility (M), the focus on analytics/big data (A) and 
cloud (C), drive the changes in industry landscape. This is 
commonly known as “SMAC”. ICT students should be alert 
to these changes by doing a lot of research and knowledge- 
seeking on issues related to the industry. The Internet is a 
good source of information.

What are the opportunities and challenges that 
candidates should look out for IT?
The ICT industry is rather unique where there are various 
domains that one can pursue. Most of these domain skills 
require intensive training, which leads to certifi cation. 
Fresh graduates have to be on the lookout on the needs 
for technical certifi cation, which will complement their 
knowledge and enhance their career journey. MDeC, through 
the Knowledge Workers Development Initiatives, has also 

put in various ICT talent development interventions that ICT 
graduates can participate in. Details of the initiatives can be 
accessed through www.mscmalaysia/kdi.

Fresh ICT graduates need to do their homework on the 
type of roles or specialisations that they wish to pursue as 
a career. They need to know what skills are in demand. 
MDeCs research on the ICT skills requirements of the 
industry is as follows:

1. Software development

2. Database administration and management

3. Networking and IT security

4. Creative multimedia tools and technology

5. Operating systems and server technology, including        
    mobile platforms

6. Business intelligence and analytics

7. Finance and Human Resources

8. Enterprise Resource Planning tools, which includes SAP  
    and Oracle

9. Hardware design

Technical skills alone are not enough to secure a good 
career. Graduates need to complement their technical skills 
with the soft skills such as good communication skills, 
decision-making and analytical skills and, more importantly 
the business acumen.  They should be able to relate their 
knowledge to the business environment. Ability to converse 
well in English is a must if they wish to work in a majority of 
ICT fi rms, since the businesses in Malaysia have gone beyond 
borders with ICT and connectivity. Multi-country interaction is 
a common environment in this borderless world.

Challenges at work for fresh ICT graduates is common 
and they have to be prepared mentally to face these 
challenges. A lot of learning is gained through addressing the 
challenges at work. They should not give up easily. Taking up 
internship roles at ICT companies gives them an edge for their 
career aspirations. Being an intern provides insight to the 
company environment and familiarity to the industry.

What are among the most important pieces of advice 
you would like to tell someone entering the IT industry?
Formula of success for fresh graduates is = A + B + C + D 
whereby:
A = Attitude
B = Behaviour
C = Communication skills
D = Domain knowledge

Interview  Industry
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Tell us about your job scope and key responsibilities in 
your company. 
My job scope is to provide application and server support for 
clients, where my key responsibilities include managing over 
30 intranet applications and solely managing over 15 critical 
servers and four non-critical servers.

Tell us about your typical working day.
Each day is a new day and experience for me. As I am with 
a support team, I face new issues every day! Usually, my day 
begins with server restarts, health check for servers and resolve 
issues based on priorities and clients’ requirements.

How well did your undergraduate course prepare you 
for your real working life?
To be frank, I can proudly tell you that I got this job only 
because of my degree. I am really proud that out of over 300 
candidates who attended an interview with me, I was one of 
the 10 candidates who got selected. I would say it’s due to the 
experience and knowledge I gained during my undergraduate 
years. Each and every semester provided me with knowledge 
on how to handle different things and situations which I’m 
making good use now. 

How different is the real working world compared to 
your expectation during your undergraduate years? 
It was very different from what I expected. From my friends’ 
experiences with the IT sector, I came to know that one has to 
be prepared to handle pressure situations. However, it has not 
been the same for me! Thanks to my current organisation!

What are the most rewarding and challenging parts of 
your work?
As I’ve said, most of the issues are challenging but being in a 
supporting team, I’ve learnt to manage them well. I believe 
lessons are learnt from mistakes and I am learning from my 

mistakes. Right now, I’m trying to understand the situations 
and responsibilities given to me and I’m working towards 
their resolutions! It has been rewarding after all these days of 
experience in IT. I’ve been working so hard and just an email 
from my client saying “thank you” would have been enough 
to make me feel rewarded – but I often get more than just a 
thank-you note from my clients, which is great!

What is your advice to engineering graduates who are 
joining the work force soon?
I would advise grads not to just study their core subjects but 
also to do some certifi cations on their stream. It means a lot to 
organisations. I would also suggest learning not just modern 
programming languages but become familiar with old and 
ancient programming languages as they are still being used in 
the real world. A degree is only a temporary access to join an 
organisation but with professional certifi cations you will fi nd 
the journey a lot easier. 

Interview Graduate

Ravindran Maruthayya, 24
Chennai, India
Studied IT at School of 
Computing & Creative Media
KDU University College

Information Technology
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Tell us about your course.
My course is BSc (Hons) in Computer Software Engineering 
and I had been studying for four years with Asia Pacifi c 
University of Technology and Innovation (APU) which includes 
foundation. In APU, they teach vb.net, Java, C++ and 
many other programming languages. I got fi rst class when 
I graduated last year, all thanks to our lecturers who taught 
us well. The course in APU is almost the same with other 
universities as everyone will be learning the same syllabus, 
where major areas of learning include math and algorithm. 
A crucial skill set when considering Computer Software 
Engineering is algorithm as it is the basic foundation block to 
build up the momentum in this line. Another subject will be 
project management as it will give you a better vision on how 
software works, what are the processes involved to complete 
and build a whole system. 

What were the factors you considered and what 
motivated you to choose this course?
The main reason I chose this course lies in my interest in 
computers and my passion in believing that I am able to 
use technology to make the world whole and, by using 
the power of programming language, I can bring the full 
potential of technology to mankind and make a better living 
for everyone.

What do you like and dislike most during this course?
What I love most in my course is mathematics. We got a really 
good lecturer named Saw Looi Beng. He is the only lecturer 
who not only taught us the syllabus but also exposed us 
to something more like how to think out of a box. I always 
struggled in critical thinking but with a great lecturer like him, 
I managed to learn more than just mathematics principles. 
Mathematics remains my favourite because it has changed my 
life. We also got a few good programming lecturers too, and 
one of them is Jason Leong. They helped us to understand the 
fundamentals of programming. Now I know how to code a 
basic app without referring to my textbook.

What are the most important aspects that you’ve 
learned during the course and how has your life 
changed after joining the course?
I’ve learnt how to program which actually can control 
real-world objects. When you learn OOP (Object-Oriented 
Programming) you know that all programming is linked to 
objects and we can treat every single code or function as 
an object. Everything you do in real life, you can make a 
decision based on true-or-false logic or switch case. Nothing 
is solved with a single solution. Most of the time, problems 
can only be solved in multiple ways and as you go along 
this course you will understand the truth behind the quote 
“Nothing is impossible”.

What is your advice for those who are considering 
joining the course you’re now studying?
The Computer Software Engineering course will be the most 
engaging course you will come across. No matter what, the 
course will change your life. Don’t worry about your grades. 
You can be the next Bill Gates, Steve Jobs or Mark Zuckerberg. 
You can be an entrepreneur at a young age. Make a move, 
keep calm and enjoy the journey.

Interview Student

Tan Jit Ren, 23
Kuala Lumpur
Studying BSc (Hons) Computer 
Software Engineering at
Asia Pacifi c University of 
Technology and Innovation (APU)
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