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Welcome again!

Hi there!

It’s nice to meet up with you once again. If the inaugural issue of easyuni.com Ultimate 
University Guide 2013 fascinated you, then I’m sure you will enjoy this issue even more. 

With this Guide, we’ve stayed committed to our vision of improving the way students 
and parents choose universities and courses. We have been doing this right from 
the beginning through our website, www.easyuni.com. With a physical magazine like 
this Guide, we have broaden the horizons of our exposure to more readers, be they 
students or parents, who still fi nd accessing online information somewhat challenging. 

For us, higher education should be accessible to all. Through this Guide, we are 
able to disseminate information on the choices available to all our readers on 
everything they need to know in selecting a university of their choice to further 
their education. 

Similar to our online portal, easyuni Ultimate University Guide 2013 Issue 2 has a 
lot to share. Flip through the pages, and you will be engrossed by the amount of 
details that we have gathered for you in just one issue; tips, advice, interview with star 
students, and more. 

What’s more, we plan to publish this Guide on a quarterly basis, and can’t wait to give 
you more. 

Till we meet in our next issue.  

Best of wishes, 

Edwin Tay          

Editor’s Note

    CEO  
             

e a s y u n i  U l t i m a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  G u i d e  i s  a v a i l a b l e  a t  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  o u t l e t s  i n  M a l a y s i a  a n d  S i n g a p o r e

Yo u  c a n  a l s o  g e t  a  c o p y  a t  5 0 0  s c h o o l s  a n d  1 0 0  u n i v e r s i t i e s  i n  M a l a y s i a . 
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In a nutshell, when you become a 
doctor, you are dedicating yourself to 
the benefi t of mankind. What could 
be nobler than that? But are you sure 
you are up for the challenge? Do 
you have what it takes to be in this 
profession? Mind you, it is not at all 
like how they portray it in TV shows 
such as Grey’s Anatomy or Private 
Practice. You need to be mentally and 
physically ready for anything. 

There are many kinds of doctors, 
and they include (but not limited 
to) audiologist, oncologist, family 
physician, gynaecologist, haematologist, 
surgeon, internist, paediatrician, 
allergist, dentist, ophthalmologist, 
cardiologist, anaesthesiologist, urologist, 
dermatologist, endocrinologist, 
epidemiologist, gastroenterologist, 
plastic surgeon, immunologist, 
geneticist, neurologist, neurosurgeon, 

neonatologist, obstetrician, orthopaedic 
surgeon, ENT (ear, nose, throat) doctor 
or surgeon, nutritionist, chiropractor, 
psychiatrist, psychologist, radiologist, 
ER trauma doctors or surgeons and 
podiatrists, among many others. 

When you are down with fever or any 
other general ailment, you’re likely to 
visit a general practitioner (GP). A GP 
is a medical practitioner who treats 
acute and chronic illnesses and provides 
preventive care and health education to 
patients. A good GP will treat patients 
both as people and as a population. 
Unlike most medical doctors or surgeons, 
GPs take a holistic approach to medicine 
that takes into consideration the 
patients’ biological, psychological and 
social environment. Their duties are not 
confi ned to specifi c organs of the body, 
and they have skills in treating people 
with multiple health issues. They are 

trained to treat patients of any age and 
gender to levels of complexity that are 
defi ned by each country. 

In some healthcare systems, GPs work 
in primary care healthcare centres 
where they play a central role in the 
healthcare team. Nevertheless, in some 
models of care, GPs work as single-
handed practitioners. They increasingly 
work as part of a team alongside other 
healthcare professionals, including 
community health doctors, to discuss 
care options for patients and their 
families and help patients take 
responsibility for their own health. 
GPs who are partners in a practice are 
also responsible for the running of 
the practice, which involves a range 
of administrative activities, such as 
employing staff, managing contracts 
and working within strict budgets.   

MEDIC INE

A day 
in the 
life of a 
DOCTOR

Planning to become a doctor? So you’re aware 
that includes forsaking certain pleasures and 
a life-long commitment to society. No more 
sleeping all the way until noon and getting to 
bed at dawn like a vampire. Kiss goodbye to 
your late nights at the mamak stall. It is not 
about you anymore; it is about other people’s 
lives. Whatever you do has to be dropped if 
you are paged. Even on bad days, you would 
still have to shamble off to work like a zombie, 
especially if you are on call.

{
{

COURSES & C AREERS
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6:00 a.m.
Wakes up.

Takes a shower, has breakfast, gets dressed and be ready for work.

8:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.
Arrives at workplace.
Checks schedule to see whether there are any appointments for the day.

Sees walk-in patients during non-appointment hour.
Typical session with patients involves trying to solve their problems. 
Often, it might take some time to actually fi nd out why they have 
come, as they may be embarrassed to open up initially.

Sees a wide range of cases, from an elderly man with high blood 
pressure, to a newborn baby with a sticky eye, and a pregnant lady 
needing a routine check up (some sessions tend to be busy and stressful).

11:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
Spends the next hour taking or making phone calls to patients who 
cannot make it to scheduled appointments, or who may not need to 
if it is just a follow-up consultation. 

May also catch up with any paperwork from the morning’s session.

12:00 p.m. to 1:00 p.m.
The staff at the practice meet to discuss various aspects of the 
practice. These may be business decisions, or more diffi cult decisions 
regarding patients. Again, a GP enjoys this group approach and shared 
responsibility and feels that patients get a better service as a result. It 
also means that if one of the staff needs to take a holiday or is affected 
by a family emergency, the others can take over their workload.

1:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Lunch break

2:00 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Makes necessary home visits and catches up with more paperwork. There 
are always blood tests to check, patient forms to fi ll in, and so on.

Stays until all the patients have been seen. If there are delays or 
problems with other staff’s patients, a GP may still get involved (due 
to responsibility for the whole practice) and often does not get to see 
last patient until as late as 6.30 p.m.

6:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Catches up with any fi nal paperwork and then leaves the workplace.
Once working hours are over, a GP no longer has any patient 
responsibilities until the next morning.

A typical day for a GP in a government 
hospital might look like this:

Alternatively, you could be a doctor in the police force, 
looking after the injuries of people in police custody, or 
overseeing the rape suite – there are plenty of options. 
You could also try your hand at part-time jobs related 
to your profession, such as being a medical journalist. 
Meanwhile, other GPs can work as doctors at sports 
clubs, e.g. larger clubs need a club doctor to attend 
matches and oversee players’ medical conditions. 

A GP sees patients in a number of different 
ways, including on an appointment basis, in 
drop-in clinics, and by making home visits 
to those considered too infi rm to travel. 
A GP has a great deal of responsibility as 
it is down to them to diagnose and treat 
a large number of ailments. Their main 
responsibilities are as follows:

• Meet patients and make diagnoses 
based on symptoms, case history and 
patient feedback.

• Prescribe medicines to treat specifi c 
conditions.

• Administer general health and lifestyle 
advice to prevent illness and/or speed 
up recovery.

• Recommend and refer patients for 
further tests or treatment with other 
specialists for conditions that are not 
treatable by a GP.

• Administrative duties such as writing 
sick notes, updating patient records and 
writing referrals.

The challenging 
yet rewarding responsibilities

Working as a GP is a challenging and 
rewarding role, and is suited only to high 
academic achievers who also have good 
social skills. Other essential skills include:

• An excellent long-term factual memory.
• An ability to analyse complex problems.
• A natural empathy and a desire to       

help people.
• Patience.
• The ability to work under extreme pressure 

in less than ideal circumstances.
• Confi dence when making tough decisions.
• High levels of numeracy and 

mathematical ability.

Got the necessary skills?

COURSES & C AREERS
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Facts to know
The average GP consultation lasts 
just seven minutes (sometimes 
less!). So it’s little wonder two-

thirds of us believe appointments with 
the doctor feel too rushed or cut short.

How to get the best out of your 
session with your GP? Here are 

some points to consider the next time 
you visit a doctor:

• Do not be shy about what 
went wrong – Doctors are a 
professionally trained bunch, so 
there is absolutely nothing to feel 
shy about. Tell your doctor every 
single symptom that you have felt.

• Keep track of symptoms with a 
diary – For recurrent problems such 
as tummy aches or headaches, note 
what time of day the symptoms 
emerge, what you are doing and 
what you have eaten. It can help 
with an accurate diagnosis. Ideally, 
keep a diary for two weeks.

• When asking for a referral, 
make your GP feel like he (or 
she) is the boss – More often than 
not, GPs are easily irked with their 
patients if the latter comes in and 
says that they want referrals or 
prescriptions. As he is the doctor, 
the GP decides if you need a referral 
or prescription. The key is to make 
your GP think it was their idea. So 
use phrases such as “Are there any 
other tests I could have that only a 
specialist could perform?” or “Do I 
have any unusual symptoms that a 
specialist might help with?”

• Always get to the point when 
addressing your problem – In 
order not to waste anyone’s time 
(especially your doctor’s precious 
hours), always get to the point 
when you are discussing your 
health issues. Also, admit you have 
not been taking your medication, 
because if symptoms continue your 
doctor might think he made the 
wrong diagnosis. 

How to gain experience?
GPs gain most of the clinical experience they need while being undergraduates 
and, later postgraduate medical students. Useful experience could also be 
gained by getting involved in medical or community-building charity work in 
disadvantaged areas of Malaysia or the rest of the world.

What are the qualifications needed?
Becoming a GP in Malaysia could take from a minimum of six years to 10 years 
to accomplish, which generally comprises fi ve years at medical school and fi ve 
years of on-the-job training. To qualify for medical school, excellent results 
in SPM/STPM/matriculation are required. Competition for places at medical 
schools is generally tough, and prospective students must demonstrate a high 
level of academic ability. Medical school graduates then have to work in a 
general hospital for two years, where they are exposed to a number of different 
medical specialties. 

Once this period is complete, recent graduates must then choose a specialty. To 
become a GP, the graduate must study ‘Specialist Training in General Practice’ 
which takes around three years to complete. Here the trainee will rotate through 
a number of specialist areas such as paediatrics, psychiatry and general medicine. 
During this period frequent assessments are undertaken. All GPs are required 
to further their skills throughout their careers by completing specialist courses 
and keeping themselves up-to-date on developments in medicine. For a list of 
universities offering courses in Health and Medicine, go to http://bit.ly/
StudyMedicine

1.

2.

KISS GOODBYE TO YOUR 
LATE NIGHTS AT THE 
MAMAK STALL. IT IS NOT 
ABOUT YOU ANYMORE; 
IT IS ABOUT OTHER 
PEOPLE'S LIVES

? ??

COURSES & C AREERS
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In a nutshell, engineers are problem-
solvers, organisers, communicators, 
calculators and designers. They are 
capable of clearly defi ning a problem and 
its relevant constraints (such as time, cost, 
etc.) and providing a simple solution. A 
senior engineer will usually perform less 
technical work (calculations and designs) 
but instead focus on managing a project 
or team of engineers. As society grows, 
improves and develops, engineers play a 
vital role to make necessary and inevitable 
changes to create a sustainable and better 
world to live in. 

In the fi eld of engineering, math and 
sciences are combined to solve real-world 
problems. What separates an engineer 
with other problem-solver is that he or 
she possesses an ability to implement 
ideas with a practical and cost-effective 
approach. An engineer’s ability to abstract 
an idea or take a thought and translate 
it into reality is just another day’s job. 
Engineering has made a tremendous 
contribution to the many developments 
we see today and is also one reason why 
we are able to live comfortably. 

Do take note that if you plan to study 
engineering (regardless of your preferred 
location), the engineering studies will 
always be the same practically everywhere 
in the world. Unlike some other courses 
where rules and applications may vary 
between country or continent – which 
may result in having to re-sit some papers 
and spending additional months (or even 
years) to relearn every single thing – rest 
assured that you would never face such 
issues when studying engineering. 

ENGINEERING

Laying the 
foundation 

for your 
career

Mention “engineering” and heaps of machinery images come to mind. Just exactly what 
is engineering? Does it matter that much in our daily life? 

Consider the following things you use and take for granted everyday: sewerage systems, 
computers and electronic devices, vehicles, roads and bridges, and buildings. None of 

those would exist without engineers! You would not be able to drive to work, check your 
Facebook status or even use the toilet if not for forward-thinking engineers!

Why choose engineering

{

{

COURSES & C AREERS
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As an engineer, you are typically ranked as one of 
the highest-paid professions in the world (even as a 
graduate).

Your sought-after skills enable you to work in almost 
any country your heart desires.

As an engineer (especially if you 
work overseas), you get to explore 
new cultures and lifestyles and gain 
experience your counterparts could 
only dream of.

If you are an engineer working with a multinational 
company (MNC) in your home country, you are most 
likely to travel abroad to attend an important conference 
or to make a visit or inspect company facilities, adding 
variety to the daily routines. You will never get bored 
with your day job!

An engineering degree offers you plenty of scope to 
fi nd your perfect job. You could be designing the largest 
indoor snow dome, or developing a new material to 
help improve athletes’ performance times, or exploring 
energy-effi cient cars, homes and buildings. 

You will have a greater understanding and insight on 
how things work, like how planes manage to stay in 
the air or how we get energy from tidal power. You will 
learn more about the environment than you would in 
many other job roles.

Get ready to work on exciting 
projects and infl uence how our 
world changes and improves.

You’ll have the chance to create and be infl uenced 
by the amazing structures, vehicles and discoveries in 
modern society. 

Engineering is the perfect avenue for your talents if 
you are curious about how things work and have a 
keen mind for applying what you learn to solve real-
world problems.

The skills that you develop are incredibly valuable and 
highly sought-after by many top companies who would 
usually turn to engineers to help solve problems within 
the organisation. 

You will gradually become confi dent when faced with 
any obstacle or challenge on a regular basis, since it’s 
crucial to have the ability to provide practical solutions.

You will also develop an understanding of the feasibility 
of a project from a fi nancial and practical perspective.

Be able to manage your time wisely and effectively.

When you work as part of a team, 
it will nurture you into becoming a 
true leader.

All of the skills mentioned are easily applied to any 
area of your life. Need one more reason? A signifi cant 
number of the workers in key management positions 
(such as CEOs) of large multinational companies are 
mechanical engineers.

1.

3.

2.An abundance of 
opportunities and 
amazing rewards to reap

Here are more reasons why you should 
choose engineering as a career  

Engineering is 
the ultimate field 
where creativity and 
challenge go together



 





























Learn skills that you can 
easily apply anywhere

COURSES & C AREERS
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Worried about having to perform dull and mundane 
tasks over and over again? Don’t be, as engineers 
are required to check calculations (which are vital so  
nothing explodes or collapses!), read technical papers, 
and write technical reports, among many other things.

Through engineering you will never be short of new 
challenges.

You are constantly required to come up with ideas 
that no one else has thought of and get to make a big 
impression on the world.

You are often faced with regularly 
having to adapt solutions and  
change technology to move with 
trends, needs and the environment.

Engineering offers so many choices to the point that 
you can have a hard time deciding on which one fi ts 
you – from electrical and mechanical engineering to 
computer science or civil engineering, the various 
areas of engineering are all exciting and in high 
demand. Engineering degrees open up a road to 
fl exible education and many career paths – you can 
continue to earn an MBA, and move onto other 
great careers. 

When it comes to building a tunnel, different 
types of engineers could still band together and 
achieve their mission. This typically does not occur 
in other professions.

An electrical engineer will design 
the lighting as well as any control 
systems for hazard signs.

The mechanical engineer would plan for the amount 
of emissions that need to remove and the process of 
removing them.

A civil engineer who specialises in structural design 
(structural engineer) would calculate the size of the 
tunnel, how it is to be constructed (all of the stages) 
and what it is made of (reinforced concrete, etc.). 

Do you work best with many other 
people, on your own or with a 
smaller team? Depending on the 
specifi c project, job and even fi eld 
that engineers work in, generally, all 
engineers work as part of a small or 
large team.

A chemical engineer conducting research and 
development may spend the majority of their time 
working independently in a lab performing experiments 
and writing technical reports.

A civil engineer in the construction industry may spend 
the majority of their time on-site, working with foremen 
and tradesmen to develop buildings or infrastructure.

An engineer can choose a project which he or she feels 
best benefi ts the environment. Whether it is producing 
prosthetic legs for the disabled, helping to clean up the 
environment, or even improving the standard of living in 
third-world countries.

New engineering trends may help 
solve issues like diseases, hunger, 
energy, and pollution problems. 
You could help make a difference by 
joining the ranks of engineer for a 
better future.

4.

6.

5.

7.

Engineering is NEVER 
boring or repetitive

Flexibility and choice: 
Different engineers 
could still work together 
when building a tunnel

Engineers may or may 
not work as a lone ranger

The freedom and 
chance to benefit 
society as a whole
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Facts to know

• As an engineer, you will be provided with 
the most up-to-date technology that is 
needed to complete your project. Engineers 
also normally receive generous benefi ts.

• The true value found in engineering is 
the ability to combine all tasks to create 
something greater (think 1 + 1 = 3!). This 
cannot be achieved without a team working 
together towards the same objective.

• Engineering provides you with the 
opportunity to contribute to society and 
leave a lasting impression on the world.

• The ability to create something special like 
a two-hundred-storey skyscraper or a car 
that runs on electricity is what truly makes 
the engineering fi eld stand out!

• As for fi nancial security, engineering 
graduates do receive excellent entry-level 
starting salaries.

• An engineering education will help you to 
understand how many things in the world 
work. By having a good understanding of 
technology, it will help you to understand 
the many challenges facing our society.

• Engineering programmes worldwide 
are among the top, most-advanced 
educational programmes. You get to study 
with top-of-the-line technology, receive 
great placements and training, and join a 
profession like no other.

If you are smart, you have a responsibility to society. 
Don’t waste your brain power – become an engineer. 
Since the dawn of civilisation, engineers have worked to 
benefi t society – developing everything from necessary 
forms of safety and security measures and transportation 
mechanisms, to devices and technologies that enrich life 
and make it better and more comfortable for everyone. 

This may come as a surprise, but being an engineer 
does enable you to be an entrepreneur as well. 
Engineering training exposes you to businesses 
and gets you more familiar with things like fi nance 
and marketing, which is important for business 
purposes, and transferable skills will help you run 
your own company. 

Having technical knowledge will 
allow you to make a product and 
centre a business around it (just like 
John Phillip Green and Malgosia 
Green who studied computer science 
and systems design engineering and 
later founded LearnHub!).

8. Entrepreneurship 
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Ultimately, there is no perfect
formula or criteria for determining

your suitability to become an engineer. One
of the fi rst, and easiest, steps you can take to
determine if you would enjoy engineering is to

discover which industry or discipline you would like
to work in. After that, fi nd out which qualifi cations

you need to obtain. Take your fi rst step in your journey
into engineering: http://bit.ly/EngineeringCourses.
That being said, you need to be prepared to dedicate

years of learning and practice to master a fi eld
of engineering; don’t expect to build an A380
airbus or the next Burj Khalifa within a year of

completing your degree.

20

DON’T WASTE YOUR 
BRAIN POWER –    
BECOME AN ENGINEER

? ??COURSES & C AREERS
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In accounting, you have a wide 
selection of fi elds and areas of 
practice to choose from. You can 
work as an employee with steady 
shifts and routine tasks. Also, with 
suffi cient qualifi cations, you can 
work solo and have your own clients. 
Business organisations will need 
your expertise to prepare, analyse, or 
audit their fi nancial statements. You 
can also work as an instructor in the 
academe, or become a book author, 
fraud investigator, or an information 
systems specialist.

Great news to girls who are planning 
to go into accountancy: statistics are 
showing an increase towards balance 
of men and women in the profession. 
A once-upon-a-time male dominated 
profession, public accounting fi rms 
are making it a strategic priority to 
attract and maintain qualifi ed female 
professionals. Do not be afraid to march 

in there; strut your stuff especially if 
you are a qualifi ed CPA (Certifi ed Public 
Accountant). Accountancy is still a 
‘trending’ career in the working world, 
due to the increased demand for its 
services. To know where you can get 
your accounting degree, visit 
http://bit.ly/AccountingCourses

Accounting is a white-collar 
occupation, with regular business 
hours and comfortable indoor 
working conditions. Opportunities 
for advancement abound in the fi eld 
of accounting. One may begin as an 
accounting clerk or a junior auditor 
at a large corporation. Gaining both 
knowledge and experience in the 
fi eld, it is fairly easy to move up the 
corporate ladder. You can even land 
a job as an accounting clerk and gain 
some experience before fi nishing 
your degree through interning or 
attachment programmes. 

ACCOUNTANCY

Why 
accountancy 
is among 
the hottest 
professions

Crunching numbers and fi gures 
and screening balance sheets 

day in and day out might sound 
boring but consider this: rest 
assured that you can work for 
yourself, a public accounting 

fi rm, a company in a particular 
industry, or government. An 
accounting degree can also 

complement other professions 
such as banking and wealth 

management. You pretty 
much have the freedom and 

the fl exibility to work at your 
preferred company, since 

accountants are needed almost 
everywhere. The fi nancial, 
personal, and professional 

rewards are unlimited. 

{

{
The changing world 
of accountants: 

COURSES & C AREERS
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Some of the popular, important and highly sought-
after accounting positions that you can consider are: 

A company’s controller is the chief accounting offi cer 
and heads the accounting department. The controller 
is responsible for the company’s fi nancial statements, 
general ledger, cost accounting, payroll, accounts 
payable, accounts receivable, budgeting, tax compliance, 
and various special analyses. 

At larger companies the controller will supervise 
accountants and other professionals who assist him.  
Titles of the subordinates could include accounting 
manager, cost accounting manager, tax manager, 
accounts payable manager, credit manager, payroll 
manager, and so on. These managers might be 
supervising accountants who are supervising accounting 
clerks.

At smaller companies it is possible 
that the controller will be the only 
accountant and will be assisted by 
an accounting clerk and an accounts 
payable clerk.

Often, the controller reports to the chief fi nancial offi cer 
(CFO). However, at small companies, the controller might 
report directly to the president or owner.

Tax accounting focuses on taxes rather than public 
fi nancial statements.

Balance sheet items can be accounted for differently 
when preparing fi nancial statements and tax payables. 
For example, companies can prepare their fi nancial 
statements implementing the fi rst-in-fi rst-out (FIFO) 
method to record their inventory for fi nancial 
purposes, and use the last-in-fi rst-out (LIFO) approach 
for tax purposes. The latter reduces the current year’s 
taxes payable.

An accountant who is trained in tax 
law is responsible for preparing tax 
returns or developing tax strategies.

Forensic accounting 
combines accounting 
with information 
technology, using 
computer software to 
analyse fi nancial data 
and look for proof of 
embezzlement, fraud, 
and other illegal activities 
for use in court cases. Pretty much 
like playing a secret investigator 
or detective to solve crimes and 
mysteries in matters of fi nance!

Other than that, forensic accountants primarily 
provide analyses for discussion, debate and dispute 
resolution. They testify in court cases as expert 
witnesses for civil or criminal cases, to determine 
the economic damages resulting from breach of 
contract, professional negligence claims, to provide 
evidence for proof of insurance fraud, embezzlement, 
bankruptcy cases, money laundering, identity theft, 
price fi xing, and so on. 

Some forensic accountants do not participate in 
court proceedings, but work in matters such as 
fraud assessment.

Controller

Tax accountant

Forensic 
accountant1. 2.

3.

COURSES & C AREERS



12 easyuni Guide 2013    Issue 2

COURSES & C AREERS

A payroll accountant is generally responsible for 
balancing accounts within a company or organisation’s 
accounting system and prepares accounting 
documents, schedules and summaries. 

They may also be involved in assessing the need for 
new accounts, conduct reviews, advise payroll staff on 
the treatment of complex transactions and perform 
internal audits. 

Most payroll accountants have earned at least a 
bachelor’s degree, such as the Bachelor of Science 
in Accounting.

Payroll accounting covers a wide 
range of duties and is an essential 
area in any successful business. 

The role of the payroll accountant has increased 
in prominence year on year as changes in industry 
regulations, compliance, legislation and audit controls  
require that organisations ensure their payroll and 
accounting procedures remain compliant and robust.

Payroll accounting duties can vary from the timely 
and accurate reconciliation and approval of payrolls, 
reconciliation of general ledger accounts, payroll control 
account, employee benefi t contributions through to P35 
and year end balances.

Payroll accountant4.
Services by Certifi ed Public Accountants (CPAs) range 
from helping an individual develop a personal fi nancial 
plan to assisting a business owner with things such 
as tax planning, fi nancial statement analysis and 
understanding complex fi nancial transactions for 
business decision-making.  

Certified Public 
Accountant (CPA)5.

Internal and external auditors typically perform 
similar work, though an internal review is generally 
more focused on risk management and internal 
control procedures.

An internal auditor normally 
reviews his organisation’s 
procedures and operations closely, 
confi rming that they are being 
followed correctly and that they 
support the organisation’s goals 
and objectives. After examining 
processes and procedures, the 
internal audit department reports 
its fi ndings and works closely with 
auditees to provide accurate and 
pertinent recommendations that 
help the organisation to adhere 
more closely to its objectives. 

An external auditor is a third-party professional who 
performs an independent review of an organisation’s 
fi nancial records. Generally reporting to an audit 
committee of company executives, he evaluates 
accounting, payroll and purchasing records, as well as 
anything related to fi nancial investments and loans, 
searching for any mistakes or fraud. Afterwards, 
he provides an accurate, unbiased report of the 
company’s fi nancial condition to management or those 
responsible for corporate ethics. 

Internal and         
external auditor6.
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An accounts receivable clerk’s job duties include but not 
limited to posting customer payments by recording cash, 
checks, and credit card transactions; posting revenues 
by verifying and entering transactions from lock boxes 
and local deposits; updating receivables by totalling 
unpaid invoices; maintaining records by microfi lming 
invoices, debits, and credits; verifying validity of account 
discrepancies by obtaining and investigating information 
from sales, trade promotions, customer service 
departments, and from customers.

An accounts payable clerk’s main 
duties include but are not limited 
to compiling data, computing fees 
and charges, and preparing invoices 
for billing purposes (tasks include 
computing costs and calculating 
rates for goods, services, and 
shipment of goods; posting data; 
and keeping other relevant records). 

Junior and 
senior auditor

Accounting clerk – 
receivables or payables

7.

9.

A bookkeeper processes the 
paperwork for a company’s 
business transactions. Ultimately 
the transactions will be recorded in 
accounts within the company’s general 
ledger. Today this often involves the 
use of cost-effective software such as 
QuickBooks from Intuit.

Bookkeepers are expected to be accurate, effi cient, 
and knowledgeable about debits and credits, the 
chart of accounts, accounts payable procedures, sales 
and accounts receivable, payroll, and more. Each 
bookkeeper’s specifi c responsibilities will vary according 
to the type and size of the business.

The bookkeeper’s role may be expanded to include 
adjusting entries in order for the bookkeeper to 
generate income statements and balance sheets from 
the accounting software.

An accountant or the small-business owner usually 
oversees the work of a bookkeeper.

Bookkeeper8.
A junior auditor reviews the fi nancial records of 
companies and other organisations. If you are good 
with numbers, enjoy analysing data and are prepared 
to work long hours in an offi ce environment, this job 
is for you. 

It is an entry-level role in accountancy, you work with 
a senior auditor to check the fi nancial records of 
companies and make sure they conform to business 
and accountancy regulations and ethics. You could 
work in-house as part of a company’s internal audit 
team, or for an accountancy fi rm that conducts audits 
for clients.

A senior auditor supervises 
the designing, planning and 
implementation of all internal 
audits (except Systems/EDP audits) 
and participates in the conduct of 
and reporting on such audits to the 
extent necessary to ensure reliability 
of fi ndings and recommendations.

Senior auditor is not an entry-level position. You need 
to have a minimum qualifi cation of a Bachelor’s degree 
in Accounting or related fi eld, as well as fi ve years of 
professional auditing experience. THE FINANCIAL, PERSONAL, 

AND PROFESSIONAL 
REWARDS ARE UNLIMITED
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BUSINESS

Contrary to what many people think, 
business studies will actually give 

you the option of either becoming a 
self-employed (an entrepreneur) or 
work with a company in almost any 

industry. Entrepreneurship can be fun 
and fulfi lling underneath that “all work 

and no play” exterior portrayed by 
famous businessmen and women. But 

it is indeed a long process, and you will 
face many ups and downs before you 

could get your big break. Many people 
seem to show an interest in becoming 
an entrepreneur, but fewer have the 
tenacity to keep going and make the 

dream a reality. 

{

{When it comes to being self-employed, a lot 
of us are afraid of setting up a business, as it 
will be costly; there won’t be any guarantee 
of positive return on investment (ROI). 
Entrepreneurship is risky business (but you’ll 
fi nd risk in whatever fi eld you venture into). 
Perhaps what you need most are the key 
ingredients, the fi rst big step towards successful 
entrepreneurship: suffi cient knowledge in 
business studies. 

But do you actually need to do business studies 
if you want to become an entrepreneur? Yes 
and no. It is all a matter of preference. If you 
think you could be better off without that piece 
of paper, then go ahead; start planning for your 
business and future as soon as possible. But 
if you would like to benefi t more from a solid 
education system that comprehensively teaches 
the ins and outs of the business world, read on 
to fi nd out more.

The first 
step towards 
successful 
entrepreneurship 

Business 
studies:
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Business studies in     
a nutshell 

Business studies is an academic subject 
that is taught at higher levels in many 
countries and it combines the elements 
of accountancy, fi nance, marketing, 
organisational studies and economics. 
It is a dynamic course which prepares 
students for the challenges of the 21st 
century by introducing them to the world 
of business. Basically, the skills gained 
on a business studies degree allow you 
to build commercial awareness and start 
contributing to your chosen employer 
quickly and effectively. 

A business and management studies 
degree prepares you for a career in 
business, which may stretch across any 
sector or industry. Your career options 
are therefore varied. Decide on the 
area you want to work in and try to 
get relevant work experience. This may 
be in the form of a structured work 
placement, part-time job, voluntary work 
or even a period of work shadowing. 
Some courses include a placement in 
your chosen industry. Use this time 
to develop your skills further and to 
establish contacts within the industry.

Industries as diverse as chemicals, 
utilities, fashion, health, grocery and 
construction all require functional 
managers with a clear understanding 
of systems, effi ciency and operational 
issues. Opportunities exist in 
management and analysis roles with 
employers in the private, public and 
voluntary sectors. Graduate training 
schemes offered by large employers 
frequently focus on ‘commercial’ 
roles and may be of interest to 
business studies graduates. Many give 
experience in several departments but 
others encourage specialisation from 
the outset. These recruitment schemes 
are advertised in directories available 
free from your careers service as well 
as online.

Studying for a business and 
management studies degree allows 
you to develop a broad understanding 
of business organisations and provides 
you with subject-specifi c knowledge 
in areas such as markets, customers, 
fi nance, operations, communication and 
information technology, and business 
policy and strategy. Business issues are 
often addressed at a European and 
international level. 

Business studies provides its students 
with a unique insight into the world of 
work. You will discover how businesses 
operate and learn about their key 
elements and essential business 
functions. This knowledge, and the 
holistic understanding that develops, is 
invaluable to those who are approaching 
or currently in the workplace. It offers an 
excellent foundation for those wishing 
to pursue careers in management, 
marketing, project management, 
business accounting, management 
consultancy, human resources, and 
business journalism, as well as those 
interested in becoming self-employed or 
continuing on to further study (MBA). 
Visit http://bit.ly/BizCourses for a list 
of business courses.

Should you go abroad to study 
business? Business today is conducted 
on a global platform. So studying 
business abroad could put you one 
step ahead of the competition. And 
who knows where it could take you? 
Perhaps you will join a global blue-
chip company, maybe work in the 
entrepreneurial sector, or go into 
consultancy. You could even start your 
own international business. 

Transferable skills that 
could be gained during 
your course include the 
following:
• An understanding 

of organisational 
behaviour and 
structure;

• Analytical and critical 
thinking;

• A creative approach 
to problem-solving;

• Decision-making;
• Persuasive written and 

oral communication;
• Numeracy and the 

ability to research, 
interpret and 
use business and 
financial data;

• Self-reliance, initiative 
and the ability to 
manage time, projects 
and resources;

• Appreciation of the 
causes and effects of 
economic and other 
external changes.

ENTREPRENEURSHIP 
CAN BE FUN 
AND FULFILLING 
UNDERNEATH THAT 
“ALL WORK AND NO 
PLAY” EXTERIOR

Basically, 
the skills gained 

on a business studies 
degree allow you to build 
commercial awareness and 
start contributing to your 
chosen employer quickly 

and effectively.
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Some of the added benefits of 
doing business studies abroad:

Useful international experience 
With its endless possibilities, a business degree will give you 
an excellent grounding on which to base your business career. 
Gaining that qualifi cation abroad will have exposed you to the 
intricacies of global business and encounters with people from 
all over the world. 

Indeed, this contact with international colleagues and 
students is a key benefi t to studying business abroad. 
Experiencing how people from different cultural backgrounds 
approach and solve problems is an important part of your 
learning. This melting pot of cultures also makes studying 
abroad so stimulating and rewarding. Where else would you 
get fi rst-hand knowledge of working in an international team, 
before embarking on your career? The understanding you 
gain from such diversity will be invaluable in your working life 
and may help you clinch that vital fi rst role. 

Innovative teaching
To stand out from the crowd, there are some innovative 
elements being introduced to many current business courses. 
For example, Oxford Brookes University Business School offers 
courses that are taught in two locations: the UK and France, 
having developed a strategic partnership with Burgundy 
School of Business. The opportunity to live and study in not 
one, but two overseas locations is valuable, and with many 
such courses you gain a dual-award degree. 

Qualifi cations like these not only set these courses apart from 
the rest, but also will help set you apart from the crowd. 
Other innovations and added extras to the business courses at 
good universities that you should look for include the chance 
to take part in consultancy projects and visits from industry 
experts. It will give you crucial hands-on learning.

Impressive job search skills
International experience from studying abroad, particularly 
in UK where business students are much sought after, gives 
you a powerful proposition as a candidate. To make the most 
of your job search, your university’s high skill in helping its 
students put together their CVs helps. They’ll advise you on 
everything from format, to content and cover letters. They 
also provide great job-search databases including international 
ones, and can help with interview skills that will really make 
you outshine the other candidates. 

Genuine business skills
When it comes to job searching, business degrees or MBAs 
are some of the most respected qualifi cations. The hands-on 
application of knowledge and numerous transferable skills 
that the average business student possesses is highly attractive 
to employers. They can see that skills such as creative 
problem-solving, managing yourself and others, strategic 
thinking and communication and presentation skills gives 
them a candidate who can ‘kill two birds with a stone’.

That being said, just because you plan 
to do your business studies in your 
home country, does not make you 
less valuable than overseas graduates. 
But studying business abroad does 
give you an edge. On the other hand, 
around two-thirds of business-studies 
graduates are in full-time employment 
six months after graduation. Of 
this number, around a fi fth work as 
business and fi nance professionals in 
areas such as chartered accountancy, 
business consultancy, tax, banking, 
city markets and insurance. However, 
if you would like to be self-employed 
once you are done with your business 
studies, consider these questions:

1. Why am I starting a business?
2. What kind of business do I want?
3. Who is my ideal customer?
4. What products or services will my 

business provide?
5. Am I prepared to spend the time 

and money needed to get my 
business started?

6. What differentiates my business 
idea and the products or services 
I will provide from others in          
the market?

7. Where will my business be located?
8. How many employees will I need?
9. What types of suppliers do I need?
10. How much money do I need to   

get started?
11. Will I need to get a loan?
12. How soon will it take before my 

products or services are available?
13. How long do I have until I start 

making a profi t?
14. Who is my competition?
15. How will I price my product 

compared to my competition?
16. How will I set up the legal structure 

of my business?
17. What taxes do I need to pay?
18. What kind of insurance do I need?
19. How will I manage my business?
20. How will I advertise my business? 
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So, you fi nally have an awesome idea to start a business. Now, how and where to start? Do not 
fret. There are some useful tools out there on how to set up a business. Also, starting an online 

business is highly recommended, as it is the best and easier way to learn about the world of 
business, and if you want to earn income at your convenience, from anywhere and at any time. 

Here’s some useful information:

Facts to know 

What is the best way to 
deliver my product to 
customers?

The more and frequently 
used mail and courier 
services used by businesses 
to deliver parcels nationwide 
include UPS, TNT, GDEX, City-
Link Express, DHL, FedEx Express 
and national courier Poslaju. 
Please read their websites to fi nd 
out which can provide the best 
services for your needs.

I would like to start an online business

Choose from the many domains (and even blogs) out there. Figure out whether you 
want a paid or free domain. The cost of managing a paid domain may vary, but if you 
are a newbie in this area, better opt for the free domains fi rst. Blogshops (blogging 
+ shopping domain) are trending these days due to their popularity, simplicity and 
effectiveness, especially among teenagers and young adults, so try it out and see how 
it goes. Pick from Wordpress, BlogSpot or even Tumblr!

How do I register my 
business? 

The offi cial Companies 
Commission of Malaysia (SSM) 
has a free downloadable 
guideline in PDF format on 
how to register a new business. 
Here is the link: http://www.ssm.
com.my/fi les/GUIDELINES%20
FOR%20REGISTRATION%20
OF%20NEW%20BUSINESS.pdf





Getting Started 101 
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Popular 
IT courses  
which one 
suits you?

If you fancy Apple’s products, you should 
be aware that it is currently in patent 

wars with its rivals, especially Samsung. 
Both companies are spending hundreds 

and thousands in legal battles to protect 
their share in the electronics market. Ever 
wonder how much of your monthly income 
or allowance goes into these gadgets and 

related accessories? 

In this technological era, you might 
want to consider a degree in information 
technology, which would provide vast job 
opportunities out there after graduating. 

Will one of these courses suit you? 

{
{
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BA (Hons) Digital 
Marketing
With more and more businesses 
going online, demand for marketing 
services in the digital world would 
be hot. Even brick-and-mortar 

businesses are now opting to reach out to their target 
audience through digital media due to its lower cost and 
farther reach. 

A degree in digital marketing would expose you to 
different areas: marketing, mass communications, 
graphic design and web engineering. In terms 
of marketing, you would be taught how to do 
copywriting and search engine optimisation – skills 
that enable a certain website to appear among the top  
search-engine results. 

You would also require photography and videography 
skills to be able to engage the interest of a certain 
audience. This means that you have the advantage if you 
prefer things around you to be aesthetically pleasing. 
Also, if you are someone creative and often have the 
urge to express your ideas, then this course is for you. 

BSc (Hons) 
Information 
Technology with 
specialism in 
Intelligent Systems

Ever wondered who controls the Lone Ranger AI you fi ght 
against in DOTA? These characters programmed to display 
human-like behaviour are created using the principles 
of intelligent systems. Not only that, intelligent systems 
encompasses information technology skills such as neural 
networks, expert systems and language processing. 

Enrolled in this course, you would be given the technical 
knowledge required to understand and design intelligent 
systems. You will also have hands-on experience to 
manage an artifi cial intelligence project and, at the same 
time, apply other soft skills such as marketing and project 
management that are also taught by the programme. 
Indeed, this programme provides you with the technical 
skills as well as the relevant soft skills you would require 
to enhance your employability in the IT industry. 

BSc (Hons) Mobile 
Technology 
Looking for something fun and 
challenging to do? Refrain from using 
your smartphone while waiting for 
dinner to be ready. Why is this even a 

challenge? It’s because mobile devices have become such 
an integral part of our lives, they are now indispensable.  

Human generally love to have control over what they 
do and they prefer to be given choices rather than 
instructions. A degree in mobile technology exposes you 
to human computer interaction, a fi eld of study that 
helps you understand how to create an interface that 
allows for more autonomy from a mobile device user’s 
perspective, making your application more fun to use. 

You would also need to understand, design and execute 
a mobile program. In this course, you would also be 
taught the fundamentals of wireless networking to 
support your online mobile app. Also, you would learn 
how to manage databases and present information 
in a structured manner, so as to be competent with 
information-providing apps. 

Bachelor of 
Computer Science 
(Hons)
Similar to a business administration 
course, a degree in computer science 
covers a broad spectrum of computer-

related knowledge that involves programming, computer 
architecture, and information assurance. Information 
assurance refers to the practise of managing the risks 
associated with storing, using and transferring information. 
Some universities might not cover just computer-related 
subjects. To ensure that their students can apply their 
knowledge in the business world and sustain competitive 
advantage, they may even include management and 
principles of economics in their syllabuses. 

Involving a great deal of mathematics and logic, a 
degree in computer science is highly technical. As we 
constantly fi nd better ways to score in our exams each 
day, computer scientists fi nd better ways for us to use 
our computers – they solve our computing problems. If 
you think that you are naturally a strong problem-solver, 
then go for it! 

Above all, your interest is what matters. If you are 
genuinely keen on fi nding out how stuff works in 
information technology, then you would be able to come 
up with great ideas no other people have thought of as 
you embark on your journey in a degree majoring in IT. 
Check out http://bit.ly/CSIT-courses to know more on 
which computer and IT course that will suit you! 

As the information technology fi eld quickly evolves over 
time, so have the courses offered in university. This has 
proven the versatility of course design in universities to 
ensure that the courses do not become outdated as soon 
as students graduate from a particular programme. 
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Current 
and future 
trends in 
IT career

If you have watched The Conjuring, you would 
be familiar with the game “hide and clap” even 
if you have not played it before. Gone are the 

days when children had fun without IT gadgets. 
Ask your dad about such games and he might 

just share with you his beautiful childhood, and 
add that children today are really fortunate.

Indeed, people today are blessed with the 
convenience – and careers – brought about by 
information technology. Who knows, these IT 

careers might be your choice in the future! 

{

{
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Computer Forensic Investigator 

As the Internet population grows, we might see an increase in cybercrime 
rates. Do not be surprised when criminals start going online looking for 
opportunities or easy victims, particularly those who are new to the Internet. 
In this case, a computer forensic investigator searches for and evaluates 
information that could be presented as evidence in court proceedings. 

Computer forensic investigators are also sought after by large corporations as 
these companies become more aware of cybercrimes that cost them profi ts. To 
curb phishing or espionage threats, these experts sometimes play the role of 
intruders who try to hack into the company’s system to detect its loopholes. 

Of course, the list above is not exhaustive. However, what we can be sure 
of is that the demand for IT professionals would continue to increase in this 
technological era. Check out http://bit.ly/CSIT-courses to fi nd out what 
computer and IT courses are available out there. See you online!

Mobile Applications 
Engineer
The rise of smartphones is fuelling the demand 
for mobile applications. Smartphone appear to 
be unanimous on which applications are fun to 
play, and which are not. First, it was Angry 
Birds; then, Candy Crush. What’s next? 

If your application can snag the interest 
of smartphone users, it might just be 
“the next one”. If you love software 
and possess programming skills, consider 
becoming a mobile app engineer. 

Computer Systems 
Analyst
With advances in technology, it is not 
surprising to see more businesses starting 
to invest in information technology to 
sustain their competitive advantage. Just 
like how a biologist dissects a frog to see 
how it works, a computer systems analyst 
assesses each business process a company 
goes through and suggests ways to 
improve it. 

Unlike a computer scientist, a computer 
systems analyst requires fewer technical 
skills. Usually, the analyst chooses 
hardware and software based on 
the users’ needs and budget. The 
analyst could work in a computer 
systems design fi rm or expect to be 
employed by other industries such as 
manufacturing, banking and fi nance. 

As it’s the computer systems analyst’s 
responsibility to support business 
processes, apply for this job only if you 
have excellent communication skills. 
You need to collaborate extensively 
with various departments in a 
company to enhance the effi ciency of 
repetitive processes.  

Network 
Administrator
The Internet has become so 
indispensable that we sometimes 
wonder whether we could 
survive even a day without it. 
Likewise, businesses are investing 
in network administration to 
minimise the losses they might 
incur in case a network outage 
or failure occurs.

Companies try their best not to 
throw trivial network-related 
problems back to their Internet 
service providers or hardware 
vendors because it is both time- 
and cost-consuming. The main 
purpose of having an in-house 
network administrator is to 
ensure that a network functions 
effectively at all times, and 
troubleshooting could be done 
instantly when failure occurs. 
Having a network administrator 
in the company means having 
somebody who can constantly 
help to fi ne-tune the network’s 
performance. 

Sometimes, the network 
administrator is also responsible 
for hardware procurement. In 
this case, the administrator has 
to keep himself abreast of new 
product releases in the market 
while exploring new options 
that add value to his job scope 
before proposing the purchase or 
implementation of a new system. 

Web Developer
If you write ad, maintain a blog 
with a neat layout, consider 
becoming a web developer. 
Although web developers   
have been around for a while, 
they are still in demand because 
businesses are becoming 
increasingly aware of the 
importance of appearances 
online. 

However, the roles of web 
developers today have become 
slightly different than they 
were in the past. They are not 
only responsible for creating 
a fully functional website, but 
also assigned to monitor the 
capacity and manage incoming 
website traffi c. You would most 
likely work with search engine 
optimisers, who make use of 
keywords 
to bring 
more 
traffi c 
to the 
website.
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VOICE
RECORDER

Living in Malaysia, we might
have diffi culty understanding
foreign lecturers due to the

accents when they speak English.
In this case, use a voice recorder
to record the entire lecture and

you can replay the audio over and
over again (if you want to, that
is). As you replay the audio, you
can take notes and, over time,

you will get used to some
foreigners’ English accents. 

NETBOOK
Introduced in late 2007,

netbooks have become more popular
due to the convenience that they have

brought about to students and working adults. 
Netbooks are not notebook or laptop PCs, which are 
larger in size and have greater processing capabilities.

Netbooks are much smaller
and far more portable.

Netbooks are particularly
useful for those always on
the go. For example, you
might want to save your
lecture notes in a netbook

and view them during
class instead of printing
them in hard copy. In a

way, it saves a few
trees!

SMARTPHONE
Consider using a smartphone to

sharpen your competitive edge in the
classroom, instead of playing Angry Birds

or Candy Crush. Being on a data plan means
unlimited connectivity. When the lecturer raises
an issue or topic, Google it instantly and start

a discussion in class right
away! Some smartphone
models also have a built-

in voice recorder and
camera for recording

lectures, but keep in
mind the memory
card capacity.

p ,

KINDLE
If you can’t afford

a smartphone, get a
Kindle instead. Designed

and marketed by Amazon.
com, this e-book reader
allows its users to read

books, newspapers or blogs
through wireless Internet connections. Since it serves
a niche purpose, a Kindle is generally more affordable

than some smartphone models. This e-reader is so
user-friendly that it allows readers to adjust things

such as the font size and degree of brightness.
This gadget could prove useful when you
need to stay focused on reading a book,

without interruptions such as text
messages, phone calls or

game updates.

COOL TECH
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NOISE-
CANCELLING

HEADPHONE
There are times you would love to

scream “Shut up!” to noisy people
who disrupt your revision for an

approaching exam. As polite people,
however, telling people to shut up isn’t

the right thing to do. Why not consider
a noise-cancelling headphone?

This device can detect incoming noise
and cancel out any ambient noise you
are hearing. This way, you could focus 

on your studies, enjoy your music
without having to turn up the
volume and, most importantly, 

give your fellow students or
housemates the freedom to

speak out loud.

DROPBOX
Dropbox is a free online 

service that enables you to share 
fi les easily over the Internet. Such online 

services are known as “cloud storage sites”.
It is simply an Internet location where you can
save the fi les you need to share with others. 

Dropbox creates a common folder on your 
computer that is web-browser enabled. You

could work on a group assignment that requires
collaborative effort without sending fi les to one
another. Instead, multiple users could use the

same fi le on this shared
folder, reducing the need

to keep multiple copies
of the same fi les.

EVERNOTE
If you like taking

notes, kudos to you—
you are a step nearer to

be an ace in the classroom.
You are making an effort to organise new 

ideas and can customise and absorb these ideas
as your own knowledge. Evernote is a note-
taking application that enables you to record 
what you need to memorise in an interactive
way, drawing pictures, recording audio and

capturing photos. Like Dropbox, it also
uses the cloud-computing concept

that lets you access your fi les
from any of your gadgets.

E-LEARNING
WEBSITES

You may have come across people who attend
evening classes to enhance both their soft skills

and technical knowledge. That’s great, but these days
you don’t have to travel to get to evening schools. Instead,

tech-savvy you could gain extra knowledge through e-learning
websites such as www.khanacademy.org or www.udemy.com,

which provide free or paid courses in various fi elds ranging from
chemistry to fi nance.

For a start, you might want to try streaming their free videos.
However, as you get more engaged with their learning materials,
you would be enticed to pay more to subscribe to their videos for

learning specifi c topics.
For example, a tutorial

on Microsoft Excel 2013
costs only RM29.00!
If you are keen, this

short online course
is defi nitely

worth the
money.

YOUTUBE
This online video

service is not just for
cute kitten videos or drama

series. YouTube also hosts video tutorials that teach
people how to cook, play a guitar, play basketball and

use Microsoft applications. What differentiates YouTube
from the other e-learning sites is diversity. While the 

e-learning sites above deal with knowledge in specifi c
fi elds, YouTube has lots of different channels on a huge 

range of topics.

Perhaps you might want to consider browsing videos
on presentation skills on YouTube today. Tomorrow,

you could upload a YouTube video of your
speech. You can get tips for improving your

speaking skills from other YouTube users
through the comment pane for

the uploaded video.

FACEBOOK
There are surely more benefi cial

activities on Facebook than those
that you are currently active in: updating

statuses, sharing photos or playing Tetris Battle.
Do something that will help your career prospects.

Did you know that some employers browse through
their job applicants’ Facebook profi les before calling

them for an interview?

Building a professional Facebook profi le is very important
as your profi le refl ects your attitude and character. To 

become a classroom ace that is in demand by employers,
start building your profi le now. For 
example, instead of sharing news
that is already in circulation, try

commenting on the issues that
are mentioned. This way, you 
would be able to portray
a mature image for

yourself.

10

COOL TECH
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SC IENCE

What do 
Scientists 
do?

The world of science progresses 
constantly. Day by day, we witness 

the advent of new, impressive 
technologies or fi ndings that 

make our lives a lot better. Science 
ignites passion, instils curiosity in 
learning, encourages the belief in 
endless possibilities and plenty of 

other positive attributes we should 
all have. How does one become a 

scientist? What does being a scientist 
really mean? Do we spend most of 

the day building a hypothesis over an 
experiment? Do we work all the time 
in the lab, crafting new formulae for 

humanitarian causes? {

{
Wherever you are, whatever you are doing, you are probably enjoying the 
benefi ts from a scientist’s work. Sound engineers make your movies and 
music better. Doctors study diseases and discover new cures and treatments. 
Chemists bring you health and beauty aids – from medicines to soap and 
perfume – to keep you feeling and looking your best. Agricultural scientists 
help bring fresh, nutritious produce to your supermarkets. Automotive 
engineers get you from A to B quickly and safely. Entomologists study how 
bugs and critters operate. Many more examples of science abound.

In general, scientists are people who try to fi gure out how the many 
different things in our world and our universe work, from the biggest 
galaxies to the tiniest atoms. Scientists use special methods to examine what 
they are studying by proposing an explanation to a question or problem, 
collecting evidence and running tests, and then forming a conclusion based 
on the results. Science is a huge and amazing fi eld, and there are many 
types of scientists in the world. Think about all of the different sciences you 
have studied or learned about in school.   

A scientist might work in a laboratory, out in nature, at a special offi ce, 
as a professor, writer, or journalist – the list goes on. To answer puzzling 
questions, scientists might do everything from performing tests and 
collecting surveys to brainstorming and daydreaming! Scientists use all kinds 
of different tools for their jobs: computers, telescopes, microscopes, rulers, 
thermometers, barometers, scales, beakers and test tubes, and much more 
(and, don’t forget, brains).



27easyuni Guide 2013    Issue 2

COURSES & C AREERS

The structure 
of benzene in 
chemistry was 

fi rst understood 
by means of a 

dream. A scientist 
who had been 

focused on trying 
to determine 

the structure of 
benzene could not 
visualise how the 
number of carbon 

and hydrogen 
atoms could fi t 

together. Then, he 
dreamt of a snake 

biting its own 
tail – and realised 
that benzene was 

a ring –  rather 
than a chain – of 

carbon atoms.

Applying 
approaches from 

one fi eld to   
another fi eld 

Here is what a scientist would normally do, at a glance:

Different scientists for each purpose  
Scientists try to understand the natural world: plants and animals, 
stars and planets, atoms and the substances built from them, and even 
space and time itself! Depending on what they mostly study, scientists 
are assigned different names, such as biologist, chemist, astronomer, 
or theoretical physicist. People are also part of the natural world; their 
bodies and minds are thoroughly studied by scientists known as medical 
doctors, neurologists, and psychologists. All branches of science overlap 
and form a coherent web of descriptions and explanations that is 
continuously updated, refi ned, and improved. 

Scientists are creative bunch. What do they usually do?
Scientists, and engineers (who can be thought of as “applied scientists”) 
are creative in one of several ways, and for one of several different 
purposes, which include:

Creating something new – a new approach, or a new product,    
for example

Solving a problem with something that exists

Understanding something better – creating a new model of how 
or why something happens

Some of the 
major theories 
in population 

biology came from 
a physicist who 

became intrigued 
by the subject, and 
applied variations 

of some of his 
approaches in 

physics to create 
models of how 
predators and 
prey interact. 

Adaptability is key.

What is a scientist’s way of working?
Most scientists would do these when they are working on something:

By himself or 
herself, a scientist 

might make one or 
several diagrams 
of a problem to 

see it from several 
perspectives. 

Then, he or she 
might spend 

some quiet time 
brainstorming: 
thinking of and 
writing down 

all the possible 
solutions that 

come to mind ... 
even the ridiculous 
ones. Alternatively, 

the scientist or 
engineer might get 
a team of people 

to brainstorm 
together, with a 
ground rule that 
no one criticises 

any idea that 
comes out.

Did you know 
that the discovery 

of penicillin by 
Alexander Fleming 

was accidental? 
In 1928, he found 
that some mould 
had contaminated 
one of his culture 

plates on which he 
had been growing 
bacteria – and the 

bacteria had started 
dying. If Fleming 

had been less 
curious and less 

persistent, or had 
stayed too focused 

on the original 
purpose of his 

research, he may 
have missed the 

incredibly important 
discovery of WHY 
the bacteria was 
dying, and would 

have not discovered 
the penicillin that 
came from the 

mould.

 While being too 
focused on the 
original research 

project could have 
worked against 
Fleming in the 

example above, 
some key creative 
results have been 

the result of focused 
efforts, often over 
a long period of 

time, often involving 
a lot of people. 
Thomas Edison, 
one of the most 

productive inventive 
minds in history, 
said “Invention 
is one percent 
inspiration and 

ninety-nine percent 
perspiration.” 
Many of his 

projects involved 
many scientists 
and engineers, 

working together 
for years, persistent 
despite obstacles or 
frustrating results.

Brainstorming Dreaming Serendipity Focused effort
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How to train yourself for a career in science
A career in science requires at least an associate or bachelor’s 
degree in a scientifi c fi eld. If you think you got it what it 
takes to be a scientist, you can start-off your studies here:               
http://bit.ly/StudyScience 

In addition to courses in the scientifi c specialty, students hone 
their skills in math and statistics, lab research methods and 
communication. These are the qualifi cations that you need to 
prepare yourself as a budding scientist:

The rise of online programmes in science has made it possible 
to work your way up the career ladder while you pursue your 
education. You can complete an online bachelor’s degree while 
working as a science technician, and then continue on to your 
master’s while building experience in the lab.

An overview of the career of a scientist
As a scientist, you can expect to advance knowledge in 
your fi eld by systematically observing, measuring and 
testing hypotheses – in short, by applying the scientifi c 
method. Scientists may work in the fi eld or in a clinical 
laboratory. In the fi eld, you may be responsible for 
collecting evidence, observing and measuring outcomes; 
in the laboratory, you could conduct closely controlled 
experiments and analyse data. Science offers a world of 
specialties and sub-specialties:

Biology, including biotechnology and biochemistry

Chemistry and materials science

Physics

Computer science

Earth sciences, including environmental science

Social sciences

Depending on your chosen specialty, you might work 
in an array of different sectors: pharmaceuticals, 
medical devices, high-tech R&D, defence, aerospace or 
government, to name a few.

Diploma of Applied Science: The three-year diploma 
in applied science leads to entry-level science technician 
jobs. Science technicians assist a scientist in the lab or fi eld, 
collecting specimens, maintaining lab instruments and 
recording experiment results.

Bachelor of Science (B.S.): The four-year college degree 
is the minimum qualifi cation if you want to develop 
experiments, analyse results and publish fi ndings. Bachelor-
level scientists often work in applied research with 
engineers to develop products such as pharmaceuticals or 
high-tech devices.

Graduate degrees: Scientists with master’s degrees or PhDs 
have the clout and credibility to raise research grant funds 
and establish independent research labs. Graduate-level 
scientists may also teach at the college level.
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Scientifi c research and development offers favourable 
career prospects in most nations. The fi eld as a whole is 
expected to increase by a higher percentage over time. 
The main drivers of growth are biotechnology and life-
sciences research. Advances in information technology 
may also support a robust job market for computer 
scientists. High-growth scientist careers include:

Environmental scientists
Biochemists and biophysicists 
Medical scientists (rank as the sixth fastest-
growing occupation)

Your earning power generally will increase with 
education. Scientists play a critical role in shaping 
how we see the world and how we live. As a 
scientist, you can play a part in increasing scientifi c 
knowledge, developing innovative products or shaping 
environmental and social policy.

When you think of scientists, you might think of 
astronauts, lab researchers, oceanographers, biologists, 
geologists, or anthropologists. But many other people 
in your community work with science every day: 
your dentist, pharmacist, veterinarian, zookeeper, 
optometrist, park ranger, and physical therapist or 
nurse, among others. People with science backgrounds 
also work as statisticians, teachers, and journalists. In 
short, science is an important part of many different 
kinds of jobs.

Here are some great ways to think like a real scientist 
before you start your science course:

Keep an inquiring and inquisitive mind – Ask 
lots of questions if something sparks your interest! 
Never be ashamed of your questions and don’t 

keep your questions to yourself. You’ll never know 
if something major could come out of that silly little 
question of yours! Remember the 5Ws: who, what, 
when, where, why. Also, don’t forget to brainstorm 
ideas regarding current problems or situations that 
need solutions (analyse thoroughly).

Make an astute observation of your 
surroundings – Use all your senses including 
sight, smell, touch, sound and even taste. Note 

these observations in a journal or notebook if it can help 
you solve a problem or set of problems.

Share the results of your observation, 
hypothesis and testing with like-minded 
people - Sharing shows you have successfully 

completed the scientifi c method process (apart from 
observing and making hypotheses).

Facts to know

1.

2.

3.
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The HSBC Young Entrepreneur Challenge 
(YEC) is an annual, regional competition 
designed to encourage young people 
to demonstrate their creativity, acquire 
a wide range of practical business 
knowledge and skills, and unleash the 
power of their potential.

Team EcoCell from Taylor’s University 
clinched the Gold Award and cash 
prize worth HK$50,000 with their 
winning presentation on EcoCell Brick 
at the HSBC Young Entrepreneurs 
Development Council (YDC) Young 
Entrepreneur Challenge (YEC) 2012 
regional fi nals, beating fi ve teams 
from Bangladesh, Brunei, Hong Kong, 
Indonesia and Thailand. Team EcoCell, 
comprising third-year degree students 
Kyle Tham Choon Yvin, Soo Wan Sin and 
Nicole Teo Yee, impressed the panel of 
international judges with their agility, 
team synergy, multifaceted research and 
innovative product.

The team also bagged the Asia 
Technopreneur Award, which comes 
with a cash prize of HK$20,000 and 
a fast-track admission to a start-up 
technology and bio-tech programme 
of up to HK$1.4 million. Team Ecocell 
awed the judges by meeting the criteria 
based on creativity and innovation, 
a solid business proposition, sound 
strategy, reasonable fi nancial analysis 
and a plausible execution plan.

Team EcoCell was selected to 
represent Malaysia in the regional fi nals 
after it emerged as the champion of 
the national fi nals of the HSBC Young 
Entrepreneur Challenge, held in July 
2012. It is the sixth consecutive win 
for Taylor’s University at the national 
round of the annual HSBC Young 
Entrepreneur Challenge and its second 
win for the regionals.

TEAM ECOCELL 
THE CHAMPION 
OF HSBC
YOUNG 
ENTREPRENEUR 
CHALLENGE 
2012 easyuni speaks to team leader of Team EcoCell, 

Kyle Tham Choon Yvin to fi nd out more.

Team Ecocell Brick. Kyle is fl anked by Soo (on his left) and Nicole.

STAR ACHIEVERS 
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What was behind the decision 
to participate in the HSBC Young 
Entrepreneur Challenge?

It all started with EcoCell as a visionary idea to 
revolutionise the construction industry and to 
enable a greener way of living. Holding fi rm 
to this notion and proposition of the EcoCell 

Brick, my team and I joined the Taylor’s Business Plan 
Competition, in which we emerged as champions. 
There were so many ideas and positive feedback on the 
product, in addition to the encouraging support from 
our lecturers, mentors and family members. As there 
was so much confi dence and potential in innovating the 
product to greatness, I then led EcoCell’s participation in 
the HSBC Young Entrepreneur Challenge, where I was in-
charge of the research and development of the product 
as well as the fi nancial aspect of the business plan. In 
participating in this competition, two new members were 
also recruited into the team. 

What was the inspiration behind your 
business plan and how long did it take 
to accomplish? 

The EcoCell Brick was conceived out of 
frustration one afternoon when I was sweating 
through my studies. In the scorching heat, an 
air-conditioned room was my only refuge. As 

much as I would like the temperature inside to remain 
cool, the room will soon get stuffy and hot when the air 
conditioner slows down or is eventually switched off. 
As the temperature of the room slowly rises to match 
the relatively higher temperature outside, most people 
would switch on the fan. But how long will it stay cool? 

So I leveraged on the thermos fl ask concept to solve 
the problem of how to maintain the temperature of 
a room’s interior. With the EcoCell Brick, this can be 
possible and it is actually very logical and feasible. It 
took me one and a half years to develop the EcoCell 
Brick, all the way to our victory in the competition. 
Words can’t express the satisfaction I feel.

What were the challenges faced 
during the preparation of the 
business plan? 

The biggest challenge would defi nitely be the 
product development phase, which involves not 
only intensive research on suitable materials, 
chemicals and other technical knowledge, but also 

the prototype building. Since no one from the team is from 
science-related faculties or courses, it was rather diffi cult 
to comprehend the scientifi c aspect of the product when 
conducting research. 

However, thanks to the valuable guidance from my mentors 
and my limited knowledge in physics, chemistry and general 
sciences, I managed to come up with the EcoCell Brick. 
It was my fi rst invention, and I was fascinated by how 
different scientifi c disciplines can be combined to create a 
great product.  

As a student, how did you manage 
to allocate the time between your 
studies to participate in the challenge?

It was indeed diffi cult to strike the balance 
between studies, co-curricular activities, family 
and the competition – too much to fi t into a 
24-hour day. However, it was so motivating 

to be able to create a product using my own hands and 
mind, that I was willing to invest a lot of time in it. I have 
sacrifi ced my weekends just to buy more time; I would 
drive all the way to and from the university to discuss and 
research the EcoCell Brick. I stayed back after classes and 
even sacrifi ced part of my long-awaited term breaks.

Q
 A

Q
Q
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 A

Team Ecocell Brick during the Regional Final in Hong Kong.

The HSBC YDC Young Entrepreneur Challenge 2012 contestants
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To the best of your knowledge, what 
were the reasons your team emerged 
as the Asia Pacific Champion and 
Technopreneur Award Winner at the YEC 

2012 Asia Pacific Regional Finals in Hong Kong?

I would have to say that my team’s competitive 
edge was the product itself. All aspects of the 
EcoCell Brick were well supported with facts 
ordinary consumers would be concerned about. 

The EcoCell Brick is environmentally friendly, safe and, 
most importantly, cost-effective. It is a breakthrough that 
people would want to see in the developing future of the 
construction sector. 

An equally crucial contributing factor to my team’s victory 
must defi nitely be our presentation of the business plan. 
The inability to communicate the advantages of a great 
product to an audience is certainly fatal. So I paid a lot of 
attention to the structure of the presentation, the pacing 
of our delivery, body language, vocal variety, the use of the 
stage and many others. I can still clearly remember what 
I did on stage that day, which had a strong impact on the 
crowd – I am glad I broke a brick on the stage that day. 

Were you in any way surprised to have 
emerged as champions?

Despite the mounting anxiety with each team’s 
presentation, I was confi dent that EcoCell 
would be one of the top three winners in the 
competition. Everyone was very keen with 
the idea of the EcoCell Brick as well as our 

presentation. I felt elated when they announced my 
team as the champion and also the winner of the Asia 
Technopreneur Award, which I did not expect – I guess 
that was the award I was surprised to get. 

In what ways did Taylor’s University 
support your team in the challenge? 

I have my mentors and lecturers to thank for 
their priceless technical guidance and moral 
support. It is so touching to see them taking 
time off to help my team improve on our 
shortcomings. My team would not have won 

without their help and guidance. 

To what level did the experience 
of participating and winning the 
challenge has assisted in your current 
endeavours?

The soft skills I acquired during my studies 
at Taylor’s University have certainly taken me 
far in my current position as a tax consultant 

assistant in KPMG Malaysia. I am confi dent when speaking 
to a crowd and I am always comfortable when giving 
presentations. As EcoCell’s business plan required precise 
attention to supporting facts and a feasible business 

model, I learnt about the practicality of entrepreneurship 
and business insights to a certain extent. I also pay close 
attention to fi gures and facts in my advisory job. 

What is your advice for budding 
students who want to join similar 
challenges? 
As students, competitions of such nature are a 
great way to discover our inner strengths and 
weaknesses from our successes and failures 
along the way – I have certainly learnt mine. 

There’s nothing to lose, but more to gain in terms of 
exposure and experience, which may help in charting a 
clearer path in life. 

I would strongly encourage students to take advantage of 
such opportunities to create a track record for themselves 
and make it easier to venture into their chosen 
professions – you may have the talent to be an inventor, 
a speaker or an entrepreneur, so why not give it a try? 
There is no better time to participate in such challenges 
than when you are a student.
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Do you 
have what 
it takes 
to be a 
Lawyer?

Characteristics of a Lawyer
Do a self-check on your character and 
personality on the following list. If you have 
all of these, you might be lawyer material.

An avid reader
To practice law, a person must read a lot as 
to fully understand the existing laws, cases 
and also materials of different fi elds such as 
politics, economy and philosophy. Reading 
also prepares you for the tedious task of 
reading lengthy articles, but you also have 
to understand what you are reading. What 
is the point of reading without being able to 
get a gist of the article?

Want to be a lawyer but 
not sure if you have the 
required qualifi cations or 
character? Time to do some 
self-examination. Let’s 
begin by understanding 
what do lawyers usually do.

Exploring the world Of Lawyers
A lawyer gives advice to clients about legal matters and 
represents them in court cases. When you want to buy 
a house, write a will or make a divorce, a lawyer comes 
into the picture as well. When you bring your matters to a 
lawyer, he will fi rst understand what the problem is. Then 
he will counsel you by discussing all the possible outcomes.

When you are involved in court 
cases, it’s best to fi nd an advocate or 
solicitor – lawyers that will represent 
you in courts if you’re suing someone 
or are being sued by someone. 
Other than advocates and solicitors, 
attorneys and lawyers usually stay 
in their own offi ces and deal with 
clients that come to them for 
legal advice or action.
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Good memory
Being a lawyer requires you 
to study and memorise all the 
different laws in the judiciary 
system. There are plenty of laws 
in the Malaysian judiciary system 
and you have to memorise and 
remember every single one of 
them. This is because you will 
need to use any of them in 
different matters, especially during 
court cases. There are different 
laws for different legal affairs. 
Needless to say, you need to be 
well-versed with all the laws. You 
have to familiarise yourself with 
every single of them. 

Love of DEBATES
Ever won prizes for debating 
competitions? You might be 
fi t for the legal profession. The 
best lawyers will fi ght tooth 
and nail to make their case and 
convince the judge and jury that 
they’re right. If you thrive in such 
challenges and feel that a career 
in sales (or politics) isn’t for you, 
consider becoming a lawyer.

A problem-solver
When your friends have problems, do you fi nd yourself puzzling over how 
to solve them? Are you good at analysing problems and coming up with 
solutions? Do note that some legal cases can be more complicated than a 
Sudoku puzzle, but if you like the challenge, you will like law. 

Willingness to serve others
Being a lawyer is a public service. You must be willing to listen to your clients 
and offer them your best services. You might earn some fame (or notoriety) as 
a lawyer, but fi rmly keep in mind that your clients – and the law – come fi rst.

A good negotiator
Lawyers also negotiate 
daily, whether with their 
own clients, insurance 
company or other parties. 
You could be negotiating 
contracts for athletes, or 
negotiating for lighter 
punishments for your 
clients who plead guilty. 

A good listener
Has someone ever shared 
their problems with 
you and asked for your 
advice? Do you listen 
patiently to them? If you 
are the type of person 
that spends your time 
listening to your friends’ 
problems, then a career in 
law defi nitely suits you.

Persistent and patient
If you are new and want to get 
something done at your fi rst few 
attempts, forget it. Be persistent until 
you succeed. You need to write letter 
after letter to help your clients settle 
their matters. Perseverance would keep 
you from surrendering or backing out 
if obstacles and problems keep coming 
your way – and drive you towards 
solving your clients’ problems.

Also, be prepared to spend your time 
waiting to get things done. For instance,  
courthouses can take their time to fi x a 
date for your case. If you are fi ling for 
appeals, you have to wait for the results, 
too. Whatever you do, be patient. 
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Law firms
Lawyers who work in law fi rms 
normally perform legal actions 
for clients who come to consult 
them. Different clients have 
different needs. So a lawyer has 
to tend to them, listen to what 
they want and then do the 
necessary work.

If you are new, you are known 
as an ‘associate’. After working 
for some time, you would 
be promoted to become an 
eligible ‘partner’. When you 
become a partner with other 
people, you work together 
in managing the law fi rm. 
Law fi rms vary in size and the 
number of practice areas. Be 
prepared to work long hours. 

Private business
In private businesses, lawyers will 
be known as in-house counsel. 
You will be the lawyer for one 
company and the company will 
be your one and only client. 
You will advise the company 
about legal matters, working 
on business deals and investor 

relations, and more. Basically, 
your job is to assist the company 
in matters relating to business. 
Fresh law graduates usually do 
not start out here because they 
lack the prerequisite business 
and legal knowledge.

Government
If you choose to work with the 
government, there are three 
levels which you can work in: 
local, state or federal. You could 
be working as a prosecutor, 
a public defender, executive 
or legislative staff, or an 

Getting a degree in law
Now that you understand what 
lawyers do and are sure you have 
all the qualities, time for you 
to get that law degree. Where 
to s tudy l aw? Check this link                           
http://bit.ly/LawCourses

To pursue it, you must fi rst meet the 
requirements. For most programmes 
you must have at least fi ve credits 
in SPM (including English) or higher 
qualifi cations such as STPM or 
diplomas. You have an option to do 
the programme either part-time or 
full-time.

Usually, a law degree takes three 
years to complete. You can either 
choose 3+0, 2+1 or 1+2. 3+0 means 
you spend all three years studying in 
the same college. 2+1 means that 
you will spend two years in your 
college and another year at a partner 
university or college. For the third 
option (1+2), you spend the fi rst year 
at your college and the other two at 
a partner university.

Many colleges and universities offer 
law degrees, including the Malaysia 
Multimedia University (MMU), 
Universiti Malaya (UM) and Brickfi elds 
Asia College (BAC). Of course, some 
students would prefer pursuing a law 
degree abroad. However, remember 
to read law in Commonwealth 
countries like the UK as the Malaysian 
legal system is similar to that in the 
United Kingdom.

Aggressive
If you are as timid as a mouse, 
you will not succeed in this fi eld. 
Good lawyers will go all out to 
get everything done in an effi cient 
manner. Clients tend to look for 
aggressive lawyers, who they 
think are not afraid of challenges 
and obstacles. They believe that 
aggressive lawyers can help them 
solve their problems. 

Persuasive
As a lawyer, you have to persuade 
people all the time, so they 
listen to what you say. Powers of 
persuasion are essential to swing 
the court’s opinion in your clients’ 
favour and to convince your clients 
that what you’re suggesting is the 
best for them. 

Various fields a lawyer can work in
Lawyers can work in many different places and fi elds: private businesses, 
local government, public interest, judiciary and academia. A lawyer can 
also work in a law fi rm, either his own or someone else’s as an associate 
or a partner.
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attorney. You can either represent either the government 
(prosecutor) or the accused who cannot afford to hire a 
lawyer (public defender). You could also draft research and 
enforce laws, rules and regulations if you are an attorney in 
the legislative or executive branches.

Public interest
You will be focusing on cases and affairs that would be 
signifi cant to the public if you pick this area. Often, you 
would be dealing with those who are disadvantaged or 
have low income. You may be working directly with clients 
and offer them legal advice in matters such as housing, 
immigration, employment, discrimination and education. 
Some public interest lawyers work for organisations that 
are trying to bring changes to laws and the society.

Judiciary
Many fresh graduates will be working as a clerk for a judge. Your job may 
vary but it involves a lot of researching, reviewing and summarising legal 
issues; drafting memoranda; and observing court proceedings. Your working 
experience as a clerk will be highly rated by most legal employers and can be 
used as a springboard into positions in the private and government sector.

Most lawyers have a slim chance of becoming judges. They will not be selected 
if they do not have enough experience in their careers. They need to be in the 
fi eld for quite a long time before they get the chance. 

Academia
If you have a law degree, you can also opt for teaching, counseling, or 
administrative positions. You can also be a professor, programme administrator, 
career counsellor, or even admission executive. Keep in mind that you may not 
have to be in positions that are directly related to your degree. Be open-minded 
about the many other fi elds that you can explore.

THERE ARE 
PLENTY OF LAWS 
IN THE MALAYSIAN 
JUDICIARY 
SYSTEM AND 
YOU HAVE TO 
MEMORISE AND 
REMEMBER 
EVERY SINGLE 
ONE OF THEM
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Architecture
art or science?

Many big cities are rarely without skyscrapers and buildings with advanced 
features these days, thanks to the visionary architects who painstakingly research 
and design our working and living spaces. Many people seem to be confused as to 
whether the fi eld of architecture is a form of art or science. Architecture is a good 

combination of both. It is understandable that we judge a building based solely on 
aesthetics whenever we walk past or into a building, but science does play a key 

role as well. Without either one of these, a building is half complete. 
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Apart from fi guring out the shape 
and structure of a building, architects 
are also bent on creating building 
exteriors to help set the tone for urban, 
suburban and country landscapes. As 
architects, they have a lot to consider 
when it comes to aesthetics. Architects 
have their own visions, of course, and 
as they are artists in their own way, 
it is important for them to be true to 
those sensibilities. Since they design 
for others, architects also have to be 
sensitive to the clients’ needs: any 
historical or heritage aspects of the site, 
the appropriateness of the building 
exterior for its surroundings, the design 
of the interior to accomplish its goals, 
and of course things like budget and 
municipal requirements.

The topic of architecture is somewhat 
complex. As an architect, you would 
have to ensure that your designs are 
practical and stand the test of time, 
without being boring and static. 
Abiding by engineering principles helps 
to ensure that a building is sturdy 
and functions well as it endures the 
elements over decades. For instance, a 
tall building has to withstand winds that 
are far more vigorous than those faced 
by shorter structures. Meanwhile, the 
interior of a building has to be carved 
up effectively and safely as well, taking 
into consideration sound construction, 
and the needs and wants of the clients 
and end-users. The engineering that 
goes along with architecture is critical.

What kind of qualities an architect must have?
Because the architect works with the team that ultimately creates the 
building, issues such as environment and sustainability must be addressed. 
Your background and experience has to cover a deep knowledge of art, 
previous and current architecture practices and design, economics, history, 
lighting, shadows, the effect of textures, the use of computer software like 
AutoCAD, and even philosophy. Cultures have often been evaluated on the 
strength and style of their architecture, so insights into the past, present and 
future are helpful. Good architects are schooled in a phenomenal range of 
topics other than design. You need graphic and math skills, knowledge of 
engineering, history and more. And you must have active right and left brains 
to achieve the effective balance between looks and practicality.

Should you study architecture? Why?
Architecture is becoming an increasingly popular subject. Combining art, 
science and technology, studying architecture can help develop personal 
skills, communication skills and professional qualities. You will fi nd that 
the subject provides a balance of mathematical, logical thinking processes 
with modern technology and the creative arts, allowing 
for an extremely varied degree. Many architects 
work on a self-employed basis, or together 
in a partnership, similar to law fi rms. 
Some do work for larger companies 
on fi xed salaries. Once you qualify 
as an architect, you can expect a 
great variety of work, whether you 
specialise in residential architecture 
or choose to design commercial 
buildings. Whatever area of 
architecture you decide to work in, 
you can be sure that your job will 
provide varied working environments 
and projects.
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A budding architect’s journey
In some countries, it will take you at least seven years of 
full-time study to become a qualifi ed architect! The process 
of becoming an architect varies from country to country. For 
example, if you study architecture in the USA, there are over 
115 accredited architecture programmes. In the UK however, 
it is simpler, with the process being split into just three 
parts. A bachelor’s degree is required fi rst and foremost and 
is known as ‘Part 1’. Upon completion of your undergrad 
degree, ‘Part 2’ can commence. This part of the process 
enhances your overall architectural knowledge and looks at 
project complexity. Most courses are design-based and rely 
heavily on project work that is undertaken throughout the 
course. This part of architectural study allows you to enhance 
key ideas and skills.

How to make an impressive 
art portfolio for architecture 
school admission 
What should you include in your portfolio? 
What do people look for in portfolios for 
architecture school without having any 
background in architecture?

Content for a portfolio might include hand 
drawings and sketches on paper and mylar 
(a form of polyester resin used to make 
heat-resistant plastic fi lms and sheets), pencil 
work, pen work, renderings, paintings, 
collages, mechanical drafting, computer 
drafting, photographs, and sculptures. 
The important point here is that the work 
displays your creativity, not that it is just 
architectural. The second thing to keep in 
mind is that the work should give the person 
who’s looking at it a sense about who you 
are. That is, your creativity, your focus, what 
are you good at? And what do you enjoy? 
Check out some good videos on YouTube on 
designing the perfect portfolio. Also, check 
out www.portfoliodesign.com for a better 
perspective. The link has plenty of useful 
resources on creating your portfolio.

When you apply to any architecture school, 
you are required to submit a portfolio 
exhibiting your experience, talents, skills, 
creativity and interest in architecture. 
Since you don’t have much experience to 
begin with (especially since you’re fresh 
off high school), the portfolio may include 
anything which demonstrates your creative 
potential as an architecture student. It 
can include examples of design, drawing 
and construction, as well as fi ne arts and 
crafts. Most schools these days require the 
submission to be in digital format and it may 
include drawings, sketches, paintings, or 
photography; and photographs of models, 
ceramics, sculpture, woodworking, crafts, 
etc.  It may also include non-visual media 
such as writing and music. Submit only 
materials that most effectively express your 
potential for creative expression. 

Entry requirements to study 
architecture
As architecture is a subject rarely studied before university 
level, many believe that it doesn’t matter what previous 
experience or skills you hold. However, it would be a plus if 
you had studied Lukisan Kejuruteraan (engineering drawing) 
and sat for the SPM paper beforehand – architecture is in 
fact related to a variety of subjects, so experience and a good 
secondary education, especially in math, science and art is 
ideal. Most universities and architecture schools require you to 
provide a portfolio of your design work, showing your ability 
to draw freehand and create 3D models. Your portfolio is the 
most important part of your application.

Most institutions express offers with great emphasis on 
SPM, STPM or matriculation-level results, particularly in 
maths. Some schools of architecture also recognise further 
education and work experience, particularly for mature 
students who may not 
hold the prerequisites. Many 
prospective architects will 
be given an invitation 
to be interviewed by 
universities. Facing 
interview questions 
can be daunting, so 
read a good guide 
to undergraduate or 
postgraduate interviews 
before attending one. 
It will help you to leave a 
good impression.

 

In some countries, 
it will take you at least 
seven years of full-time 

study to become a qualifi ed 
architect! The process of 
becoming an architect 
varies from country to 

country.

As architecture is a 
subject rarely studied 

before university level, 
many believe that it 
doesn’t matter what 

previous experience or 
skills you hold.
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You can be your own boss
You can be your own fi rm of one and still be a 

viable service provider on almost any project. You can 
enter contests and win commissions for major projects 
by yourself. Think Foster and Partners by Sir Norman 
Foster, a highly renowned British architect whose 
famous works include “the Gherkin” in London and 
Hearst Tower in New York City.

Personal expression and artistic freedom
You are given certain project parameters that help 

guide the direction of your projects. You are then given 
the freedom to pursue the artistic embodiment of those 
parameters. Ten architects with the same client and 
the same project parameters will provide ten different 
solutions. Every time. With that amount of freedom 
and expression, you could unleash the inner you for the 
entire world to see.

Job is rapidly and constantly evolving
Architects are scientifi c artists – you have to 

address building technology and programming. Materials 
and construction methods are constantly evolving out 
there and you are required to address the demands 
of the public at large (building performance, energy 
consumption, incorporating recycled materials, etc.). 
Architects create new design concepts that push how 
modern-day construction is executed; it is never static.

Most people dig architects!
Even if they don’t really understand what you 

do, there is a perception that architects are ethical 
and responsible and will endeavour to make the right 
decision to their own detriment. It is partly why some 
title characters in movie and TV roles choose ‘architect’ 
as a vocation. Architects are not generally viewed as 
driven by fi nancial rewards like doctors or as scurrilous 
as lawyers (can be).

It is not a job; it is a lifestyle
Architects typically tend to think about architecture 

all the time. Not just the big ‘A’ type of buildings or 
projects, but also every little thing from everywhere you 
go. Try going somewhere and start looking at materials, 
form, massing, lighting, etc. If you take a trip somewhere, 
chances are you’re going to start by planning it around 
the buildings you want to visit. Does that not sound like 
what a true architect would do?

Top 5 reasons to be an architect

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

All in all, getting a head start towards your dream 
matters. But don’t get discouraged if you are 
lacking in experience. There are plenty of ways to be 
admitted to an architecture school. Follow the guide 
given. And if you could consult with an admissions 
counsellor, do so. Check out some of the top colleges 
and universities that offer architecture? Check out 
http://bit.ly/ArchitectureCourses 

Things you won’t learn in ANY architecture school:

• No matter how highly you may think of yourself, 
you may still be a minion in the eyes of others 
who hold more power and talent than you.

• The rush and exhilaration you experience in the 
studio may be contrary to how much you will 
enjoy working for a fi rm.

• Being smart and having advanced degrees can 
make you a better designer.

• Get the biggest monitor you can while you work 
on a project.

• Understand how your offi ce is run as a business 
and how they go after projects.

• In proportion to their pay, architects require the 
most education, most training, and the most 
exams to become licensed professionals.

• Do not take design strategies or operations 
learned in the studio too seriously.

• Architects who do not build things also 
have important things to say and should be 
listened to.

• When trying to decide if an architecture theory 
book is good, check the bibliography fi rst.

• If you already have a B.Arch, consider further 
education in a different fi eld. Your M.Arch. can’t 
make a real contribution to the fi eld if you’re just 
showing off software skills.

• Always back up your hard drive.
• When the economy is good architects can rely on 

experience to run fi rms, but when the economy 
is bad they need advanced business skills they 
may not possess.

Some Fun Facts 
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Why study in 
New Zealand

In New Zealand higher education focuses on the individual, challenges 
to traditional ideas are welcomed, and a climate of healthy, open 
debate helps you make your own discoveries. Our higher education 
system is on the leading edge of current trends and is up-to-date with 
what’s happening globally. In fact, academics and teachers from many 
different countries choose to study and work in New Zealand to take 
advantage of our fresh approach. It’s why large numbers of students 
from all over the world come here too.
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International 
recognition
New Zealand qualifications are 
highly regarded internationally, and 
our programmes are designed with 
this in mind. Global best practice is 
our minimum standard. 

All New Zealand universities 
are featured in the 2013/2014 
QS World Top 500 University 
Rankings. We ranked in the 
World’s top fifty in eighteen 
subjects including Accounting and 
Finance, Engineering – Civil and 
Structural, Education, Law and 
Psychology. Two thirds of New 
Zealand universities are featured 
in the 2012/13 Shanghai Jiao 
Tong top 500. The prestigious 
Legatum Institute in London has 
rated New Zealand No.1 in the 
world for education.

Our higher education 
system at a glance
New Zealand is an excellent choice for anyone who wishes 
to earn a highly valued, internationally recognised tertiary 
qualification. You can study everything from short trade 
courses to specialised, research based doctoral study.

New Zealand’s universities are committed to maintaining 
well established international links and to meeting 
international standards of scholarship. Lecturers undertake 
significant, ongoing research projects in order to boost 
their knowledge base. There are eight government-funded 
universities, all of them internationally respected for their 
academic and research performance.

All of New Zealand’s universities offer a broad range of 
subjects for undergraduate, masters and doctoral (PhD) 
degrees in commerce, science and the humanities. Each 
university has its own specialist subjects such as medicine, 
engineering, law, veterinary science, agriculture and 
environmental studies. A number of universities have 
more than one campus, often located in different cities, 
and some have overseas programmes. Our universities 
also work closely with the business community, in New 
Zealand and overseas, to include students in leading-edge 
research and development.

Highlights of studying at a university 
in New Zealand:
• Each is a public institution and part funded by government.
• All offer general degrees with a large choice of subjects and 

each has strengths in specialised professional degrees.
• All have flexible pathways between each other in their 

general degrees.
• Each is independently governed by its own council.
• All combine large-group, lecture-style teaching with small-

group tutorials, discussions, laboratory and field practice.
• All mix continual and end-of-year assessments.

Why living in New Zealand  is great
• Safe choice
New Zealand is ranked the 3rd Most Peaceful Country, 
according to the Global Peace Index. With crime rates much 
lower than other countries, you can focus on your studies and 
enjoy everything New Zealand has to offer, in safety.

• Where strangers are friends
New Zealand is a diverse country of many cultures. We’re 
easy going and embrace different lifestyles and opinions. The 
quality of your education experience is ensured by our Code of 
Practice for the Pastoral Care of International Students. New 
Zealand was the first country to have such a code.

• The perfect blend of outdoor and urban adventure
New Zealand is home to modern vibrant cities with nightlife, 
restaurants and shops. Of course, New Zealand also boasts 
some of the world’s most beautiful scenery. There’s always 
plenty to discover.

• A new balance of study and play
New Zealand students enjoy a healthy study/ life balance - 
some say it’s the best in the world. You can live in an urban 
environment within easy reach of the New Zealand’s stunning 
landscape and wide open spaces.

• A new, healthier you
With so much great outdoors close at hand, it’s easy to enjoy 
a healthy lifestyle. Nowhere in New Zealand is more than 
120km from the sea, and every city and town has native 
bush reserves with tracks for walking or cycling together with 
parks, sports clubs and swimming pools. The air is clean and 
there’s always room to move.
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• Very eventful
There’s always a lot going on in New Zealand. Big name 
artists visit regularly, there are professional theatre, opera 
and ballet companies and orchestras. Going to the movies 
is very popular, along with shopping in big malls and small 
boutiques. There are many styles of food for all tastes.

• Weather check
New Zealand has what’s called a ‘temperate’ climate. That 
means we have four distinct seasons, with summers that are 
generally warm and dry and winters that are relatively mild 
and wet. While it can get sub-tropically hot at times in the 
far north, and crisp and cold in the deep South, there are no 
weeks of baking heat and humidity when moving around is 
hard, or months of being snowbound.

Frequently asked questions

What types of institutions are 
available in New Zealand?
Higher education in New Zealand is not limited to 
universities; there are also polytechnics, institutes of 
technology, private training establishments and industry 
training organisations. Universities are the most 
academically focused and prepare students towards 
a research-led degree and postgraduate education. 
Polytechnics and institutes of technology provide students 
with vocational education and training that equip 

students with the skills needed for employment. Private 
training establishments gear students up for employment 
or higher education through specialized qualifications and 
training while industry training organisations are meant 
for working New Zealanders to complete nationally 
recognised qualifications.

How much does it cost to study in 
New Zealand?
Pursuing a degree in New Zealand can cost between 
NZ$18,000 to NZ$25,000 a year, depending on your 
course and the institution. Postgraduate courses cost more 
up to NZ$40,000 a year. Your fees will cover registration 
and enrolment fees, student health and counselling, 
language support, use of most campus facilities and Goods 
and Services Tax (GST).

How much is the cost of living in    
New Zealand?
The national median rent for a three bedroom house was 
NZ$340 a week in March 2013, which averages out to 
NZ$110 a room per week. Student flats cost less from 
NZ$70/80 a room per week. An idea of how much a meal 
costs is indicated by the price of a Big Mac at NZ$5.00, a 
cup of coffee (flat white) at NZ$4.00 and a 2-litre carton 
of milk at NZ$3.99. A movie ticket and a pair of jeans are 
NZ$12-20 to NZ$60–200 respectively.
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How do I find accommodation in  
New Zealand?
There are many options for students in terms of 
accommodation, so there is nothing to worry about not 
having a place to stay when you arrive in New Zealand. 
First year students can opt to stay in the hall of residence 
or hostels as these are usually located very close at walking 
distance to your campus. These halls of residence come with 
a shared dining hall, lounge and laundry facilities. Even 
meals are provided for, so a new student does not need to 
venture far searching for classrooms, food or facilities.

When you are more familiar with your surroundings, you can 
live with a New Zealand family in their home on a homestay 
programme, or rent a room in one of the many apartments 
or homes in the neighbourhood. You will share the rent and 
household expenses with your housemates. An advance rent 
is usually required too as a deposit to protect the landlord 
against damage to the property.

Can I open a bank account? Can I 
bring cash into New Zealand? 
For starters, you can bring in New Zealand dollars when
you arrive, but you’d need to make a customs declaration
if the amount exceeds NZ$10,000. Then, you can open a
bank account in New Zealand, which you can actually do
even before you arrive in the country! This enables you to
receive money from your family back home, which you
can withdraw easily from the automatic teller machine
(ATMs) conveniently located on almost every campus.
All banks offer phone and Internet banking facilities as

well to simplify transactions. Opening a bank account is 
easy, accessible everywhere including online and phone 
and as a student it is free of charges/fees. Most banks offer 
a special package for full-time students that will help you 
save on banking fees.

Can I work part-time?
If you are a full-time tertiary student, you can work up to 
20 hours a week during the academic year and full-time 
during the Christmas/New Year break. However, you’d first 
need to apply for permission to work when you apply for 
your student visa. You could also do the application later 
once you have received the visa. 

Can I drive in New Zealand?
Getting a used car can be affordable in New Zealand and is 
handy for getting around. You will need to possess a valid 
overseas driving license, which entitles you to drive for a 
maximum of 12 months from the date of your arrival in 
New Zealand. 

How do I get medical treatment in 
New Zealand?
All international students are bound by the Code of Practice 
for the Pastoral Care of International Students in which 
students are required to undertake a medical and travel 
insurance for the duration of their New Zealand student visa.

For more information, visit: 
studyinnewzealand.com 
www.facebook.com/NewZealandEducated
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STEPS 
TOWARDS 
GETTING 
FINANCIAL 
AID FOR 
TERTIARY 
EDUCATION

F INANC ING YOUR STUDY 

LOOK FOR PROGRAMMES THAT INTEREST YOU 
You have just graduated from high school and you do 
not know what to study after this? First, pick a career 
path you would like to pursue. A lot of scholarships 

are offered by private companies for specifi c programmes. 
For example, the Genting Sanyen scholarship is offered to 
accountants, whereas Samling scholarships are only for students 
majoring in Accountancy or Finance. 

If you become a private corporation’s scholar, you would have to 
maintain a certain CGPA (Cumulative Grade Point Average) or 
a degree of involvement in extra-curricular activities. Therefore, 
choose the programmes you are interested in or qualifi ed for, 
or you might stress yourself out trying to fulfi l the company’s 
sponsorship requirements.  

VISIT ONLINE PORTALS
Visit our portal at www.easyuni.com to search, 
compare, and connect with university counselors. You 
would be able to obtain information on fi nancial aid 

and learn more about the university and campus life too. 

1. 2.

10

After graduating from secondary school, 
you would probably be looking for an 

institution of higher learning to further 
your studies and pursue your future 

career. However, not everyone has the 
means to pay their own way through 

college, and this is where fi nancial aid 
can help. Securing such aid may look 
daunting if you don’t know how. Here 
are ten steps on how you could secure 
fi nancial aid for your tertiary studies: 

easyuni Guide 2013    Issue 252
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UNDERSTAND THE TERMS 
AND CONDITIONS
Make sure you read 

and understand all the terms and 
conditions for each fi nancial aid 
package or scholarship you are 
applying for. Companies that offer 
full scholarships or study loans often 
require you to work with them for 
fi ve to seven years upon graduation. 
Proceed with your application only if 
you feel the related companies will 
help you in your career path. 

LOOK OUT FOR ‘GENEROUS’ 
COLLEGES
If you do not wish to be 

bound by the corporations offering 
fi nancial aid, perhaps you could try 
looking for institutions of higher 
education that offer scholarships. These 
are sponsored by the alumni or the 
Board of Directors of the institution and 
are usually reserved for the fi nancially 
needy and those who excel academically. 
However, the trade-off of applying for 
university or college scholarships is that 
you might have to serve duty hours in the 
library or the in-campus photocopy shop 
throughout your period of study. 

MARKET YOURSELF 
Put together a simple 
CV highlighting your 
extra-curricular activities, 

exam results, employment history (if 
applicable), and other achievements. 
These particulars, if favourable to the 
scholarship committees concerned, can 
help sway their decision in your favour. 
Academic excellence and healthy, active 
social engagement are among the traits 
companies or institutions look for in all-
rounded individuals they wish to sponsor. 

When preparing your CV, avoid using 
generic terms such as “assisted”, 
“secured”, “held” or “completed”. 
Instead, list your achievements in more 
concrete terms. For example, instead 
of “Led the sales team”, say “Achieved 
20% growth in sales” instead. Be 
sure to attach a recent passport-sized 
photograph of you in formal dress. 

ASK QUESTIONS
If you are shortlisted for an 
interview, congratulations! 
Remember that an 
interview session is not 

just the time for the awarder of the 
fi nancial aid to know more about you. 
Rather, it is a valuable session for mutual 
understanding. At the end of each 
interview, you might be given a chance 
to ask questions. If you are, grab the 
opportunity to clarify issues with regards 
to mutual expectations: know what your 
sponsor expects from you if you get the 
scholarship, and vice versa. 

MAKE YOUR CHOICE
Don’t be too hasty in signing 
the scholarship agreement as 
soon as one is offered. As a 

student with bright prospects, you have 
the right to choose from many other 
scholarships or aid packages. Therefore, 
make full use of the grace period 
and consider the offer—and other 
options—before making up your mind. 

PTPTN – THE LAST RESORT
Perhaps you have heard 
of your seniors who have 
happily spent their years of 

study in private or public colleges using 
money borrowed from the government’s 
Perbadanan Tabung Pendidikan Tinggi 
Nasional (PTPTN) at low interest rates. In 
fact, the PTPTN’s one per cent interest 
rate is to entice students into borrowing 
from it. There are also processing fees, 
administrative fees and other amounts 
payable to consider. 

When it comes to loan approval, it 
can be said that PTPTN’s requirements 
are less rigid; any student who has 
done his or her paperwork in an 
organised manner would be eligible. 
However, considering the amount of 
total payables waiting for you after 
graduation, consider PTPTN as your 
last resort. 

F INANC ING YOUR STUDY 

3.

4.

5.

6.

7. 8.

9.

DO NOT GIVE UP
If you have failed to obtain scholarships, 
you were probably under-qualifi ed, 
unfortunately. But don’t give up hope! Many 
people often believe that once the student 

is enrolled in a college, it is too late to get fi nancial aid. 
Not so. Some corporations prefer to give students aid 
only when they are in their second or third year of study 
because they would want to have these students working 
with them straightaway after graduating.

If you’re faced with this situation, consider starting 
your journey as a college student by applying for 
PTPTN or other study loans. Then, work diligently to 
create an excellent track record in your academic and 
extra-curricular fi elds to be able to qualify for these 
scholarships that would come in the later part of your 
tertiary education. 

10.

START RESEARCHING
You can fi nd scholarship listings on online websites and databases. 
For example, www.easyuni.com has a large database at http://bit.
ly/FinAid123 listing all the public and private companies that offer 
scholarships. However, bear in mind that you may be competing with 

many other students out there for the same aid package. Therefore, be sure that 
you meet all the basic requirements and complete your written essays or submit 
your academic transcripts in an orderly and timely manner to avoid being eliminated 
early in the shortlisting stage. 
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is not just about 
the degree

UNIVERSITY

Many young adults would probably have ideas about university 
life that’s based on the fi lm American Pie. Truth is, it’s mostly 
homework and late-night dates with your textbooks. Many 
students pour countless hours of their lives into their academic 
work, just to obtain a degree. However, universities are not just 
about that piece of paper.

Just “a piece of paper”? How true is that? Does any sort of academic degree defi ne their 
holders and their skill sets? The answer to that is a resounding ‘no’. 

Here are some tips and points that will help explain why university life does not revolve 
around your degree, and how being a well-rounded student will take you further in life. This 
brings an equal emphasis on one’s experience from both educational and social aspects. >>
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Get real, the experience matters
It does. This can range from your learning experiences in college, 
universities, or even at work. Your experiences defi ne who you are; it 
shapes your attitude and alters your personality in many unpredictable 
ways. It prepares you for the ultimate battle: work. 

According to an article by The Huffi ngton Post UK in 2012, author 
Lucy Sheriff brought up results from a YouGov survey. YouGov, an 
international market research company in the United Kingdom, 
concluded that having industrial experience can be tremendously 
helpful in terms of an individual’s employability. This survey also 
discovered that many companies acknowledged the vast difference 
between graduates with experience and the ones without. Also, most 
of the people who were surveyed mentioned better communication 
skills and attributes among the experienced students compared to 
the non-experienced ones. This is because of their prior exposure to 
different working environments, tasks, the people they met, and other 
relevant factors. 

Paper qualification: Is that all there is?
An academic degree is like a leather cover of a really thick book that 
only reveals its perfectly solid exterior but holds absolute ambiguity 
(or uncertainty) on the inside. A degree serves as a stepping stone 
for your career, and only marks the beginning of that journey. That 
said, it is important to a certain extent; a degree is the key to any 
internal and external opportunities in the working environment. 
It opens doors to education, social activities and other purposes. 
However, its real core value lies in the education you gained while 
pursuing that degree. 

The academic certifi cate will not be the sole determinant of your 
earning abilities; your experience will also play a signifi cant part. 
An degree is not as diffi cult to obtain as it was before. Therefore, 
your experience in college matters. This includes the friends you 
will be making and the college activities you will be joining. These 
experiences tend to gather and become a set of useful skills and 
attributes that could contribute to the possible paths in your 
personal development. 

Get involved in clubs
For a start, you can opt for different activities 
to develop your credentials. There are various 
clubs and activities that you can join, such as 
the toastmasters club where you can sharpen 
your public speaking skills, or the photography 
club where you can add photography to your 
set of hard skills. There is so much to do! Start 
by digging into your deepest interests, be it in 
the arts, travel or sports. It is always exciting to 
explore and venture into different fi elds during 
your university life. 

Travel
Travel if you can afford to. It could probably 
be a tremendous relief from all the frustrating 
and exhausting late-night revisions. It 
would certainly be better to travel with new 
acquaintances. This will also give everyone 
a chance to know each other outside the 
university.  Check if there are any travel activities 
organised for students of your course or faculty.

 



 ?
at
y 

t



56 easyuni Guide 2013    Issue 2

ORIENTAT ION

Go mingle!
“The only way to have a friend is be one,” said Ralph Waldo Emerson. 

Think you’re socially awkward? Try to socialise and you might surprise yourself. 
Make the effort to befriend someone. It is crucial to begin making friends 
from the start as they can be helpful. You would be surprised at how some 
of them might actually become life-long friends. Be sure not to miss out on 
the orientations, fi rst-week activities and classes as they can help ease the 
socialisation process, since the students are probably strangers to each other. 

It would be somewhat an advantage to also socialise with the lecturers as 
they will be guiding you throughout the course. When socialising with both 
lecturers and students, remember to always be open to individuals from different 
backgrounds, culture or ethnicity. It is always interesting to mingle with students 
from different countries, where they are brought up differently. Keep that in mind 
and you should have no problem being your college’s social butterfl y. 

Very often, students forget about fun after entering university. You need a little 
colour in your campus life, so go crazy with social activities organised by the 
university or make videos with friends as mementos. As previously mentioned, 
these pursuits can help form relationships and bonds that can be helpful 
throughout your university life and beyond. If it helps, create a ‘to-do’ list, a 
useful tool to keep track of and plan your future social activities. 

A college degree is just not enough!
Along the journey to further studies and beyond, you will soon realise that the 
certifi cate is just a piece of paper approved by the college or university, not 
by your future employers. Your attitude, personality, passion, persistence for 
achievements and success will play a bigger part in shaping who you are. In the 
meantime, enjoy the life of a university student!

Part-time jobs
Why wait till you graduate before 
working? Take up part-time jobs that 
can make your resume even more 
impressive. Websites such as Asia 
Part Time and Part Time Post make it 
easier for enterprising students like 
you to fi nd part-time work that fi ts 
your schedule (and, maybe, future 
career path). However, it is important 
to maintain the balance between 
work and 
studies 
to avoid 
jeopardising 
your grades. 

Be a volunteer
Alternatively, try volunteer work, 
either at home or abroad. Look up 
openings in the newspapers, web 
pages, and bulletin boards. This helps 
to build your character, help you 
get in touch with your internal self, 
and unlock your potential. Being a 
volunteer might even help during job 
interviews as it reveals the person you 
are. Here is also where you can try out 
jobs that might fi t you, based on your 
personality and attitude. 
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Your time in college is when you meet new friends from all walks of life from all 
over the world. The word ‘college’ itself is almost synonymous with fun: thoughts 

of hanging out with friends, many cute guys and girls to look at, late nights out for 
drinks and supper and of course, the assignments and classes you have to attend. 
And then comes the time when you start having a crush on that cute guy or girl, 

start spending time together in a group and then getting to know each other 
better. Before you know it, he or she confesses that he/she feels the same way too!               

So should you become a couple?

The Pros and Cons of Falling In Love At College

ORIENTAT ION

Are You Actually 
Ready for Love?
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Yes, Iet's start dating!
It would be so fun to attend classes 
with someone you care about, then 
spend the breaks together at the library 
doing homework (or chatting) before 
going for lunch or dinner together. 
There are parties too and you already 
have a date for prom night, which takes 
away a big chunk of the burden of 
preparing for THE night. 

Of course, the fun is not limited to the 
weekdays. There will be someone you 
can give a wakeup call to each morning, 
go window shopping or catch a movie 
with on the weekend, and someone 
who will be concerned about you when 
you’re out and about, and care for you 
when you are ill.

Having a student partner also helps if 
you are both motivated towards getting 
good grades. You can spend time 
revise together and encourage each 
other during exams. If your partner 
is attending the same classes as you, 
you can help each other with notes, 
assignments and revisions.

Many marriages also take place 
between couples who have dated 
since their college days. It is said 
that the college days are the most 
‘challenging’ as it is a time when 
youths discover themselves, meet many 
new friends and lose several as well, 
and undergo various obstacles with 
studies, relationships and peer pressure. 
Therefore, if a relationship survives this 
stage, it will likely last for a long time. 

By starting young, you’d also 
get to know more of your 
partner without feeling the 
urgency to settle down. 

No, maybe later
But what if you spend all your time 
with your boyfriend or girlfriend, not 
studying but accompanying each 
other to yumcha sessions with friends 
of both? You will undoubtedly spend 
less time on yourself and your studies 
when you are in a relationship, as a 
relationship is a commitment; you are 
expected to spend time together and it 
is also something you’d want to do too. 
You’d defi nitely want to spend as much 
time as possible with a loved one, every 
second of every day if you are able to!

Sometimes, people tend to shut out 
the rest of the world when they are in 
a relationship, or their partner expects 
them to. They spend time with and 
only with their boyfriend/girlfriend, 
forgetting the rest of their friends. 
There are so many things to learn, see 
and do in life, especially at college. 
Therefore, confi ning yourself only to 
your partner makes you lose out on so 
many experiences.

Then as the 
relationship develops, 

so could physical 
intimacy extend beyond 

hugs, cuddles and kisses. 
Should you decide to get intimate 
with your partner, there are risks of 
contracting a sexually transmitted 
disease or having a baby. Getting 
(your girl) pregnant is defi nitely not 
something you’d want to do at an age 
when you should be focusing on your 
studies, graduating and then looking 
for a fi rst job. You’ve surely heard of a 
so-and-so getting pregnant, so there 
is always a risk despite the precautions 
that you vow you would take.

One practical aspect of not dating while 
you’re still studying is that dating can 
be expensive! You have not started 
earning your own income, yet you’re 
on dates, often at places classier than 
where you’d usually go alone or with 
your buddies. There are also movie 
dates, costs of transportation, and the 
occasional gift or fl owers. Even if you 
both go Dutch or AA (paying for your 
own share), these are expenses that you 
wouldn’t incur if you were not dating.

They spend 
time with and 
only with their 

boyfriend/girlfriend, 
forgetting the rest 

of their friends.
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Working adults often say, “don’t mess where you eat”, 
referring to their stand of not dating someone who works in 
the same offi ce. This is because should the relationship not 
work out, it would be awkward to go to work and face the 
person you’ve had a past with. The same goes at college. If 
you’ve broken up with your partner, you would feel awkward 
or worse, angry or hurt, whenever you spot him or her in 
class. Rumours might spread, people start to gossip and 
your mutual friends may even take sides. If contending with 
the heartache isn’t bad enough, now attending lectures is 
dreadful and needless to say, your grades will slip even further.

Now that you know what is in store for you when being in 
a relationship during your college days, weigh the positive 
aspects against the negative ones before you commit. Being in 
love is defi nitely something sweet and can be pursued, as long 
as balance and moderation are in place.

 – Less focus on studies
 – Exclusion from friends and activities
 – Risk of teenage pregnancy
 – Costly
 – Awkwardness if the relationship doesn’t 

work out

 + Loving company in college
 + The experience of loving and          

being loved
 + Motivation and support for each other 

in studies
 + Understanding each other better

Positive Outcomes Negative Outcomes 



60 easyuni Guide 2013    Issue 2

ORIENTAT IONORIENTAT ION

For some, college is the best time ever in life. In college, people around you 
would advise you to enjoy your student life before you graduate and endure the 
torture of the workplace. However, whether or not you “enjoy your college life” 
depends on your perception. Many enjoy their college lives where they work and 

study at the same time, reaping the benefi ts of both! 

There are some pros and cons of working while studying. Let us look at some of 
the advantages fi rst. 

Working part-time while in college

ORIENTAT ION

Will you get the best 
of both worlds?
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Temptation to go full-time
If you have begun to see success in the job that you are working in while you study, you 
might be tempted to work full-time instead of continuing your degree or diploma. You might 
fi nd yourselves earning more than graduates that are working full-time. 

Remember that your motive for working while studying is to add value to your university life, not to take pay 
home. However, your judgement might be blurred by the short-term benefi ts right in front of you. In this case, would you be 
able to withstand the temptation and be determined enough to complete your studies before thinking of your career?  

While you are concerned that working while studying might distract you from focusing on your studies, be aware that the 
skills that you gain from work might complement your study skills to help you achieve good academic scores! You might also 
be able to develop your soft skills and accumulate valuable experiences that would come in handy when you start your career.

Working and studying are not entirely dichotomous – if you are able to achieve an optimal equilibrium between the two, you 
are one step closer to success. 

Communication skills
Working while you study does not necessarily 
mean having to report to the offi ce consistently. 
Sometimes, you could work freelance as a writer 
or translator for an editorial fi rm. This is when your 
communication skills come into play. Working from 
a distance requires you to communicate closely 
with your co-workers to ensure that work is done 
accordingly. Through this, you could expect to see 
an improvement in your speaking and writing skills – 
communication skills that would help you climb the 
corporate ladder in the future. 

However, you would also have to be ready to accept 
some of the following challenges if you choose to 
work when you study. 

Time issues
If you play the dual role of a working 
adult and a student simultaneously, you 
might face time-management issues. 
Your workload could double or triple 
without you knowing, and it is up to you 
to allocate your 24 hours each day. 

An increased workload could translate 
into insuffi cient rest or poor work-life 
balance. While you see many of your 
peers enjoying their life in college, you 
would be working. In this case, it really 
depends on how you look at this issue. 
No matter what work it is that you are 
doing, make sure it is worth the time 
and effort.  

Putting textbook 
knowledge into 
application
You might have come across Facebook 
shops owned by students that sell 
accessories, clothes, electronic devices 
or computer services. Do not think that 
these student entrepreneurs are doing 
something not related to their studies. 
They may be applying knowledge 
acquired from textbooks. 

While many students ‘study’ things for 
its own sake and complain that they 
are useless, these enterprising students 
strive to use what they have learnt. 
For example, the large spectrum of 
expertise that is applied when a student 
starts his online shop includes fi nancial 
accounting, inventory management, 
e-commerce and entrepreneurship. 

Being able to apply textbook knowledge 
to real life enhances your learning 
capabilities. As you accumulate working 
experience, you would be able to ask 
the right questions when you are taught 
new knowledge to ensure that you 
would be able to apply it in the future. 
This would be benefi cial especially when 
approaching new subject matter. 

Academic performance
Do not forget that your main obligation, 
as a student, is to score good grades. 
Although it is not always the case, 
employers prioritise students who ace 
their exams above average or less-than-
average exam scorers when hiring. 

Shouldering extra commitments such as 
part-time jobs might distract you from 
your studies. If you face this problem, you 
must be able to sort out your priorities. 

Resume-building
You would not want to wait until 
you have graduated to realise 
how competitive the job market is 
nowadays. The fi rst step in securing 
a chance for an interview is to put 
together a resume that portrays a 
professional image of yourself. 

Working in college will equip you with 
industrial skills and experience as you 
accumulate your knowledge from the 
textbooks you study. Not only that, 
these work experiences are going to 
add value to your resume. If you can 
produce a referee who will give positive 
remarks about you, you are another 
step ahead to getting your job. 
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Wake up at 10:00 a.m., attend lectures, play computer games, have dinner and hang 
out with your friends at the mamak stall until wee hours in the morning. Such is the 
life of the typical Malaysian college student.

Here are some ways you can 
avoid that fate. 

Play sports
If your campus is tastefully 
landscaped, make full use of the 
beautiful environment! As doctors 
advise, cardiovascular exercise could 
largely reduce the risks of getting 
heart disease. Make it a habit to 
spend at least three days a week 
jogging in your campus for 45 
minutes to one hour. Not only is 
jogging good for your health, it is a 
good time to think (about anything) 
and for relieving stress. 

You might want to consider going 
to the basketball court or futsal 
court in the evening. Not only are 
team sports fun to play, they can 
also help cultivate your teamwork 
and communication skills, which are 
essential in life. 

Staying fit and healthy 

in College

ORIENTAT ION

While it is 
very easy to 
aim to attain 
something, 
achieving it 
is an entirely 
different story
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Eat healthily
Meetings scheduled, assignments due, 
and commitments in your extra-curricular 
activities – all these can be overwhelming. 
Don’t you wish you had 36 hours in a day?

Such stresses can drive you to steal time 
from somewhere else. You might skip 
meals or take fast food, for instance. Or 
burn midnight oil instead of sleeping. 
But you might end up spending all that 
‘saved-up’ time queuing up at the clinic 
when you fall sick! Think long-term and be 
consistent in your daily routines, especially 
your dietary habits.

Avoid "mamak" stalls
Perhaps the credit of the growth in 
mamak businesses should all go to 
university students (and football fans). 
Watching football or chatting with your 
friends in mamak stalls until late at night 
might seem normal. However, if you 
are serious about staying fi t in college, 
try your best to avoid such sessions. 
If you’ve gotten used to staying up 
at night, you would, sooner or later, 
become sleep-deprived. 

Going to mamak stalls often would 
also mean that you would be skipping 
breakfasts because you would rather 
take the time to sleep. However, not 
only is lost sleeping time irrecoverable, 
but you would also start to have gastric 
pains due to irregular eating habits. 
Nevertheless, socialising with friends at 
mamak stalls once or twice a week is 
still acceptable. 

Learn to say "no"
University is a place where friendships 
are fostered. As your network of friends 
increases, you would spend more time 
socialising. But be wise in who you mix 
with. Avoid the types who would ply you 
with drugs or excessive liquor. In this case, 
it is the best to trust your instincts: If you 
do not feel comfortable mixing around 
with the person, remember that it is 
always fi ne to reject him or her as long as 
you do it courteously. 

Sometimes, you might fi nd yourself 
overwhelmed with invitations to hang 
out with different group of friends. While 
it could mean that you are popular, it 
could also lead you to spend too much 
time hanging out with friends, instead 
of studying. Therefore, you would at 
times need to say ‘’no’’. But do bear in 
mind that nobody likes to be rejected too 
frequently. Do it tactfully and you should 
be able to remain in good terms with 
your friends.   

Stay motivated
Do you know why some of your New Year’s 
resolutions remain as “resolutions” each 
year? It could be partly due to a lack in 
motivation. While it is very easy to aim to 
attain something, achieving it is an entirely 
different story. In this case, it requires 
execution that comes with effort and 
discipline – both originating from motivation. 

To stay motivated, you could join team 
activities where you get to interact with 
people. As you exchange opinions with 
people around you, you could know 
where the rest of your peers are going 
and you would most likely be encouraged 
to move on too! 

Realise that your level of motivation is 
like a business cycle – it has its peaks and 
troughs. When you reach the top of your 
degree of motivation, you could walk the 
extra step by motivating people around 
you to achieve more. Likewise, when you 
are in the bottom of your mood, someone 
else would come and motivate you. Now 
you see how this comes in reciprocally? 
That is what friends are for! 

As you are happily enjoying your life in 
college, remember that staying fi t and 
healthy is equally important. In short, it 
is not diffi cult to achieve your goals as 
long as you are determined to do so. 
Remember, your goals will come true 
if you have given your 100 per cent 
physically, mentally and spiritually. 

Don't you 
wish you  
had 36 hours 
in a day?
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