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There are a number of reasons why we think students make a 

very good choice to study law at the University of Tasmania. 

We have a very fine academic program with a long tradition of 

excellence in legal education, so the quality of the education is 

clearly established. We offer an active research environment 

that includes a strong postgraduate body. In addition to 

academic excellence, we also believe that we can offer the 

students a very special experience.

Firstly, our Law School is much smaller than many other 

faculties on the mainland. We have the great advantage of 

being in a small city with wonderful access to the natural 

environment, with the mountain behind us and the river beside. 

The Faculty is within walking distance of the city. Hobart is a 

very accessible and friendly community.

The second special quality that we have is the staff-student 

relationship. There is a very strong tradition of staff and 

Message from  
the Dean

students working together, taking a view that we are all striving 

for a common goal and the School takes great pride in the 

success of students. This is also borne out by the excellent 

relationship that the Faculty and its staff have with the 

Tasmanian University Law Society (TULS).

The third thing is that we have tried very hard to make sure 

that the facilities are absolutely first class. We have invested 

in our library and resources, and we have good systems of 

communications and computing that help to make sure that 

the students are part of the international community of legal 

education and research. A number of staff have been awarded 

leading teaching excellence awards recognising flexible and 

innovative forms of teaching. 

Another special feature is that here at the University of 

Tasmania Law School we are privileged to have tremendous 

support from the profession and from the judiciary and the 

magistracy. This means that many of the practical skills of the 

degree are taught by legal practitioners. Students also have the 

privilege of using the Supreme Court facilities for Faculty moots 

and may be judged at some time by the practising judiciary.

Another aspect of the UTAS Law School is the opportunitiy  

for a fabulous social life and diversified student experience.

We also have a strong tradition of welcoming international 

students from different parts of the world. Students from the 

Pacific region and Malaysia have been studying law at UTAS 

since the 1950s. In more recent years, the Faculty has welcomed 

students from other countries, including Korea, Singapore  

and China. All of our international students have the benefit  

of a special award-winning program called the International 

Student Support Program (ISSP), which not only looks after  

their academic care, but also their pastoral care.

In short, we have great pride in our Law Faculty and School  

and believe we can offer students an enriching and  

memorable experience. 

        As Australia’s best  
smaller-scale law school we  
offer powerful outcomes  
for our students. 
“ “

Margaret Otlowski
Dean of the Law School



The University of Tasmania (UTAS) was established in 

1890 and is the fourth oldest university in Australia. It is 

highly regarded internationally as a teaching and research 

institution. The University has a total student population 

of over 24,000, including approximately 3,000 international 

students from over 70 countries. A further 2,100 students are 

studying University of Tasmania courses in six countries.

The University offers a beautiful, enjoyable and safe 

environment for study.

CAMPUSES

The University has two major campuses, one in Hobart and 

one in Launceston. There is also a third campus in Burnie.

HOBART

The Hobart campus is in Sandy Bay, about 15 minutes walk 

from the city centre. The campus caters for approximately 

12,500 students. There are shops, sporting facilities, a medical 

centre, a bank and a travel agent on campus.

LAUNCESTON

The Launceston campus is in Newnham, about 10 

minutes drive from the city centre. The campus caters for 

approximately 7,000 students. There are sports areas, cafes 

and a range of other student facilities on campus.

“ When I started work at the firm I am now with, I found  
that graduates from UTAS were more highly regarded than  
many of their peers as a result of a comparatively greater  
breadth and degree of knowledge.

“
The University

           

Graduate student
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Advantages of studying law at UTAS:

SMALL CLASSES 
= more intimate learning experience

TEACHER/STUDENT RATIO 
= better access to academic staff

RENOWNED ACADEMIC STAFF 
= greater depth of knowledge

STRONG RELATIONSHIP WITH 
THE LEGAL PROFESSION 

= access to a variety of external  
legal professionals

HIGH-QUALITY REPUTATION 
= highly regarded graduates

NON-ELITIST 
= an inclusive, supportive environment

FLEXIBLE COURSE STRUCTURE 
= better balanced degree

SENSE OF COMMUNITY 
= positive atmosphere & rich social experience

SMALL FACULTY 
= more opportunities to participate in  

competitions and other activities
EXCELLENT EDUCATION 

= proven graduate success in a wide  
variety of career pathways

           

The Faculty of Law

Tip the balance  
       in your favour

For more reasons to study law at UTAS  

see our Q&A section on page 16.

The Faculty of Law at the University of Tasmania 

was founded in 1893, and is situated on the 

Hobart campus. Since its founding, the Faculty 

of Law has built an enviable reputation for 

excellence in legal teaching. 

Graduates of the University of Tasmania Faculty 

of Law have distinguished themselves and their 

university by achieving eminence not only in 

legal careers, but also at the highest levels in 

state and federal politics and in many other 

areas of public life.

One of the distinctive features of this smaller-

sized faculty is that the graduates and staff form 

a community with many lasting friendships. New 

students also have the opportunity to become 

part of this network. 



CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

Many students study law with the intention of becoming 

legal practitioners. A law degree is the first stage of legal 

education. Before a person can practise as a lawyer, all 

Australian states require a further period of practical legal 

training. In Tasmania, a six-month course is required. 

There are many law graduates who do not seek admission to 

practise. Law is highly valued by all employers as a discipline 

that develops powerful clarity of thought, penetrating 

research techniques and essential problem-solving skills. Law 

graduates are sought after by employers in very diverse areas. 

Some examples are:

WHAT IS LAW?

Law is the study of the legal system; its institutions, doctrines, 

principles and rules. Areas of law studied include the laws 

that regulate commercial matters such as contracts and 

corporations, laws that deals with civil wrongs (torts), legal 

rights in relation to property, criminal law, administrative law, 

international law and environmental law. Legal philosophy is 

also an important area of study.

The study of law is not merely concerned with learning rules 

and principles. It aims to give students an understanding 

of the role of law in society and to appreciate that the law 

operates in many contexts. It also aims to develop intellectual 

qualities and skills of general application, including the ability 

to think independently and critically, to reason logically and 

systematically and to communicate ideas clearly, both orally 

and in writing.

Undergraduate students can study law as part of a combined 

degree with either arts, science, economics, business, 

information systems or computing, or as a single Bachelor  

of Laws degree. 

The University, through the Centre for Legal Studies, offers 

a six-month Tasmanian Legal Practice Course. Successful 

completion of this course is required for admission to practise 

in Tasmania.
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STAFF

The Faculty of Law’s dynamic and highly qualified staff have 

reached the top academic ranks in Australia:

including textbooks and international journals

international, environmental and biotechnology law

University of Tasmania and national teaching bodies

 

on important legal issues

DEAN

Professor Margaret Otlowski, LLB 

(Hons), University of Tasmania; PhD, 

University of Tasmania 

The majority of Professor Otlowski’s 

research has been in the area of 

health law. This has been reinforced 

through a number of her professional 

involvements including her work as 

Chair of the University Human Research Ethics Committee, 

Deputy Director for the Centre of Law and Genetics and 

a member of the Royal Hobart Hospital’s Clinical Ethics 

Committee. She is currently a member of two of the National 

Health and Medical Research Council’s principal committees: 

the Human Genetics Advisory Committee and the Australian 

Health Ethics Committee.

Professor Otlowski provides research supervision of PhD and 

research masters degrees in the areas of Ethical Legal and 

Social Implications of Human Genetics, Family Law and Law 

and Ethics of Health Care/Medical Law.

Further information about the Faculty staff, 
including profiles and information about their areas 
of expertise and academic endeavour, is available 
on the Faculty of Law website www.utas.edu.au/law  



INTERNATIONAL STUDENT SUPPORT PROGRAM (ISSP)

The Faculty of Law warmly welcomes international students 

and offers a unique and innovative support program for 

international students studying law. The International Student 

Support Program has received national recognition for its 

ability to support student learning.

The program aims to help international students improve their 

results and maximise the benefits from their Australian law 

degree by providing proactive academic support as well as 

pastoral care throughout the year. The ISSP consists of:

The ISSP is a formal, fully funded program of support. It 

provides extra tuition for each compulsory unit, in addition to 

normal lectures and tutorials. It also aims to improve students’ 

approaches to study, assessment and examinations. The 

progress of each international student is monitored throughout 

the year and any issues are dealt with as soon as they arise.

The program also helps foster relationships and networks 

between students and staff. It enhances cross-cultural 

exchange and encourages students to experience and enjoy 

the new culture in which they are living and studying.

Course Structures
LAW LIBRARY

The Law Library is situated at the lower end of the Sandy Bay 

campus in the Law Building. 

The Law Library provides law students with an excellent 

collection of legal materials in both print and electronic form, 

newly refurbished study areas with plentiful seating and state-

of-the-art computer laboratories.

Information on services and access to electronic 
resources are readily available from the Library’s  
webpage www.utas.edu.au/library/

TASMANIAN UNIVERSITY LAW SOCIETY (TULS)

The Tasmanian University Law Society (TULS) is the 

representative society for law students at the University of 

Tasmania and caters for both social and academic needs. 

TULS is also the avenue through which the legal profession 

communicates with students.

SERVICES AND ACTIVITIES

For information on the TULS Committee and  
up-coming events see www.tuls.com.au 
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“ I have pride in UTAS and a  
feeling of gratitude towards the  
Law Faculty for providing me with  
such a rich undergraduate  
experience...

“
ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

GENERAL ENTRY

Students must complete LAW121 Introduction to Law and 

LAW122 Legal Systems to be eligible to apply to enter the 

law degree. The entry process after the first year is based 

on quotas and subject to a student’s overall academic 

performance.

DIRECT ENTRY

The Faculty of Law has a limited number of direct entry places 

available into combined law degrees. To be eligible for this 

type of entry, students will need a minimum ATAR score as 

set down by the Faculty. Students will still need to complete 

LAW121 Introduction to Law and LAW122 Legal Systems and 

first year in another faculty.

GRADUATE ENTRY

This is a three-year degree with students given exemption 

from Year 1. Entry is based on quotas and subject to a 

student’s overall academic performance.

A BACHELOR OF LAWS DEGREE STRUCTURE

Course Structures

* Compulsory units    # Students are required to enrol in one Faculty moot

Graduate student

YEAR 1 YEAR 2 YEAR 3 YEAR 4
Introduction to Law* Contract Law A & B* Property Law A & B* Evidence *

Legal Systems* Torts A & B* Constitutional Law 2*
Criminal and Civil  
Procedure*

Plus units from another  
faculty (75%)

Criminal Law A & B* Corporations Law 1* Equity*

Administrative Law* Trusts* Professional Conduct*

Constitutional Law 1*
3 units from the groups 
schedule

4 units from the groups 
schedule

Moot#



YEAR 1 YEAR 2 YEAR 3 YEAR 4 YEAR 5
Introduction to Law* Contract Law A & B* Criminal Law A & B* Property Law A & B* Evidence*

Legal Systems* Torts A & B* Administrative Law * Constitutional Law 2*
Criminal and Civil  
Procedure*

Plus units from  
another faculty (75%)

Plus units from  
another faculty (50%)

Constitutional Law 1* Corporations Law 1* Equity*

Plus units from  
another faculty (50%)

Trusts*
Professional  
Conduct*

2 units from the groups 
schedule and 1unit from 
another faculty

4 units from the  
groups schedule

Moot#

* Compulsory units
# Students are required to enrol in one Faculty moot

A COMBINED BACHELOR OF LAWS DEGREE STRUCTURE

COMBINED DEGREES WITH LAW

There are six degrees combining with law. Each requires five 

years of full-time study or a maximum of 10 years part-time. 

The combined degrees are:

 

 

ELECTIVE UNITS

Students are required to complete seven units from the groups 

schedule in the LLB degree or six units from the groups 

schedule and one extra unit from the other component in a 

combined degree. One elective unit must be chosen from each 

of the three groups of units. Most units in the groups schedule 

are offered once every two years. There is also a diverse range 

of units offered each year through the Summer School.

A complete list of units and their groupings is available on the 
online Course and Unit website http://courses.utas.edu.au

HONOURS

Candidates may be awarded a law degree with honours if 

they accumulate sufficient honours points. Honours points 

are awarded for performance at the distinction and high 

distinction level. A law degree may be awarded with either 

first or second-class honours. 

The specification for honours is outlined on the  
Course and Unit website http://courses.utas.edu.au
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TASMANIAN LEGAL PRACTICE COURSE

This course is a graduate diploma that can be undertaken  

after the successful completion of a law degree. It is required  

for practise as a barrister and solicitor in Tasmania. 

Information about this course is available  
on the Centre for Legal Studies website  
www.utas.edu.au/legalstudies 

POSTGRADUATE STUDY

The Faculty of Law offers Masters of Law (LLM) and Doctor of 

Philosophy (PhD) as research higher degrees. Masters study 

usually takes between one and two years, PhD study between 

two and four years to complete. 

The Faculty of Law encourages postgraduate students to 

consider themselves full members of the Faculty, while 

receiving excellent guidance from the Faculty’s academic staff.

MAIN RESEARCH INTEREST AREAS

For more information visit  
www.utas.edu.au/graduate-research

“ ...a balanced degree and one that  
is not biased in any direction.”Graduate student



TASMANIA LAW REFORM INSTITUTE

The Tasmania Law Reform Institute is situated in the Law 

Faculty. It was established in 2001 by agreement between the 

State Government, the University of Tasmania and the Law 

Society. The functions of the Institute include the review of 

laws with a view to:

 

the Commonwealth.

Further information about the TLRI and copies  
of publications are available on the Institute’s  
website www.law.utas.edu.au/reform/

CENTRE FOR LAW AND GENETICS

The Centre for Law and Genetics is based at the School of 

Law at the University of Tasmania. Research is undertaken in 

collaboration with Australian and international academic and 

research institutions. 

The Centre aims to provide excellence in research for the 

benefit of Australian and international communities into the 

legal, ethical and social issues arising from developments in 

genetic technology.

The research group comprises Professor Donald Chalmers 

 

Postgraduate students are encouraged to participate  

in the Centre’s research programs.

Further information is available on the  
Centre’s website www.lawgenecentre.org

Centres/Institutions
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GRADUATE PROFILE 

S B Seker  
SINGAPORE, 2009 GRADUATE

I graduated from the University of Tasmania with a 

Bachelor of Laws and Economics (first-class honours)  

in 2009. My experience at the University of Tasmania can 

only be described as wonderful. The law program at the 

Faculty of Law was superbly organised. The electives 

are varied and relevant and the core law subjects are 

comprehensively covered by some of the leading experts  

in their respective fields.

2009 and competed against other Australian universities 

in Canberra. In 2008, I competed in the Lexis-Nexis 

Constitutional Law competition. I also took part in the 

ALSA negotiations competition and was placed fourth 

among 30 other universities.

In 2009, I was one of the editors of the University of 

Tasmania Law Review as well as a tutor for the International 

Student Support Program. During that year I also did an 

internship at the New South Wales Aboriginal Land Council 

under the Aurora Native Title Internship Program.

On a more personal note, the people I came across in 

Tasmania were always warm and friendly. This meant that  

I made great friendships during my time there. In some 

ways, the magical beauty and serenity  

of Tasmania seems to have seeped 

into the Tasmanian people. If I had 

another shot at doing my degree, 

I would certainly do it at the 

University of Tasmania.

LANGUAGE REQUIREMENTS

Entry to most undergraduate degree courses at the University 

of Tasmania requires a minimum English language competency 

equivalent to a level of 6.0 in an IELTS test, or 550 TOEFL, 

including a written test in English. Direct entry to the LLB 

degree requires an IELTS score of 6.5.The level required for 

each degree course is subject to periodic review. IELTS or 

TOEFL tests may not be required for applicants who can 

provide evidence that English has been the sole medium of 

instruction and examination in their most recent studies, 

for a minimum of two years and within the past 24 months. 

Applicants who have not achieved the required level may enrol 

in an English language course conducted on the University of 

Tasmania campus. 

The University of Tasmania also accepts the Pearson Test of 

English Academic (PTE Academic). Details, including entry 

scores required to meet UTAS requirements, are available 

through International Student Services.

International students who need to upgrade their academic 

results and/or language skills to meet UTAS entry 

requirements may apply for admission to the Foundation 

Studies program.

LANGUAGE SUPPORT

English Assist provides assistance with English language 

skills and Australian academic culture for international 

students enrolled in degree programs at the University  

of Tasmania.

For further details refer to the relevant sections  
of the International Students website  
www.international.utas.edu.au 

Admission  
Requirements



DOMESTIC STUDENTS

Australian students may apply for admission to the University 

of Tasmania on the basis of meeting one or more of the 

following general entry requirements:

Applications can be made online or by post.  
Please see the Admissions website for further details 
www.studentcentre.utas.edu.au/admissions/index.html 

INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS

International students need to complete an International 

Student Application Form. This can be downloaded from the 

International Students website. 

The website also contains a list of the certified documentation 

that is required in support of an application and information 

on applying for credit/advanced standing.

Application forms and all requested supporting 

documentation can be sent by airmail, courier, fax or emailed 

to the International Admissions & Exchange office.

For further details and information on processing  
time and offers of enrolment, please refer to the  
relevant sections of the International Students  
website www.international.utas.edu.au 

Application Procedure
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INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS

If you have paid your tuition fees and are unable to 

commence study, you should request a refund of program 

fees (Request for Fees Refund Form is available at  

www.international.utas.edu.au/static/refundPolicy.php).

The University will refund all or part of your fees  

on the following basis:

Enrolment or are unsuccessful in obtaining a visa  

a full refund will be made.

courses starts, all tuition fees are refundable less an 

administrative fee.

course starts or withdraw before census date, 50% of 

tuition fees paid are refundable.

no refund  

is payable.

Refund Policy
ALUMNI PROFILE 

Professor Tim McCormack
PROFESSIONAL/ACADEMIC

After graduating from the University of Tasmania Law 

School in the early 1980s and gaining my PhD from Monash 

University, I was the inaugural Australian recipient of the 

Golda Meir Postdoctoral Fellowship to the Hebrew University 

lectureship at the University of Tasmania Law School before 

moving to Melbourne University Law School. I was appointed 

an Adjunct Professor of Law at the University of Tasmania 

Law School in 2008 and I continue to teach summer school 

units and to provide guest lectures, seminars and other 

presentations.

My main areas of research interest are in international 

humanitarian law (IHL), international criminal law and 

arms control and disarmament. From 1996 to 2010, I was the 

Foundation Australian Red Cross Professor of International 

Humanitarian Law at the Melbourne University Law School. 

During this time I also acted as the Foundation Director of 

the Asia Pacific Centre for Military Law (2001-2009), National 

Vice-President of Australian Red Cross (1999-2002) and Chair 

of the Australian Red Cross National Advisory Committee on 

International Humanitarian Law (1994-2002).

My career in IHL has also taken me to many countries.  

I have participated with Australian Government delegations 

in multilateral treaty negotiations in New York, Geneva, 

The Hague and Rome and have acted as amicus curiae on 

international law matters for the judges of the International 

Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia in The Hague 

for the trial of Slobodan Milo!ević       . From 2003-2007  

I also advised Major Michael Mori, defence lawyer for 

David Hicks, on international humanitarian law issues. 

This role saw me travel to Guantanamo Bay to attend 

the US Military Commission proceedings against David 

Hicks in March 2007.

In March 2010 I was appointed Special Adviser 

on International Humanitarian Law to 

the Prosecutor of the International 

Criminal Court in The Hague. 



TASMANIAN INTERNATIONAL SCHOLARSHIP FOR
SISTERS AND BROTHERS

 

coursework students

www.international.utas.edu.au/static/scholarships.php

INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS

TASMANIAN INTERNATIONAL SCHOLARSHIP (TIS)

including an honours year

and psychology) and to Foundation Studies and 

postgraduate coursework programs

 

diploma or degree level courses

All applicants who complete an International Student 

Application Form to study at UTAS are assessed for a TIS  

and are notified in writing if they have been successful.

Scholarships
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DOMESTIC STUDENTS

There are a number of scholarships available to Australian 

students studying law at UTAS. Further information is 

available on the Scholarships and Bursaries webpage  

www.studentcentre.utas.edu.au/scholarships

GRADUATE PROFILE 

Michelle Fernando 
UNDERGRADUATE AND POSTGRADUATE STUDENT  

I completed my undergraduate law degree at the University 

of Tasmania in 2000, and I can’t speak highly enough of the 

undergraduate course. The Law School is a really close-knit 

community. You get to know your lecturers and fellow students 

really well, which is one obvious advantage of studying at UTAS 

over other, larger law schools. The lecturers and librarians are 

always willing to lend assistance, and the environment is really 

supportive. Students are given lots of opportunities to get 

involved with diverse activities, such as social events, sporting 

activities and advocacy competitions. During my undergraduate 

studies, I was heavily involved with mooting (a kind of mock 

hearing), which was challenging and a good diversion from the 

theoretical areas of study.

The high standard of teaching at UTAS, as well as my 

experience in advocacy, proved to be great training for my 

future career.  After graduating, I worked as a family lawyer in 

a large Hobart law firm for four years. I acted for clients in a 

variety of matters, including child protection, family violence, 

property division and arrangements for children after family 

separation. These involved regular appearances in court.  

After taking some time out for travel, I returned to the Law 

School as a full-time postgraduate student. I am currently 

completing a PhD in family law. Aside from undertaking 

research, postgraduate students are also encouraged to take 

on teaching responsibilities, and I have very much enjoyed both 

lecturing and taking tutorials. My supervisors are fantastic 

support. The people who make up the Law School, including 

general and academic staff, postgraduates and students, are 

all really friendly and approachable. It is a great environment 

in which to work and study. I highly recommend the 

postgraduate program to anyone who appreciates 

high standards of research within a supportive 

environment.

I have recently moved to Canberra and hope to 

secure a job as a university lecturer. I am really 

fortunate to have studied at UTAS, as the 

experience I have gained in both research and 

teaching will be greatly advantageous in any 

academic position.



Q)  Can I study law at the Launceston or the Cradle 

Coast campus?

A)  First-year units, Introduction to Law (LAW121) and Legal 

Systems (LAW122), are offered at both the Launceston 

and Cradle Coast campuses; however, international 

students can only study at the Hobart campus. All other 

law units are only offered at the Hobart campus.

Q)  Is the UTAS law degree recognised in other 

Australian states?

A)  Yes. The UTAS law degree is recognised in all  

Australian states.

Q)  Is the UTAS law degree recognised outside 

Australia?

A)  Yes. The UTAS law degree is recognised in Malaysia, 

Singapore, UK, New Zealand, Canada and Fiji (and  

other Pacific countries). Students are advised to check 

the admission requirements of their desired country  

of practice.

Q) Can I go on exchange during my law degree?

A)  Yes. Law students can go on exchange during their 

penultimate year of study. UTAS has exchange programs 

with universities in a number of countries including 

Switzerland, Canada, Denmark, Sweden, UK, Holland, 

Czech Republic, Slovenia, Italy, Germany and Belgium.

Q)  Once I have my law degree, can I work  

as a lawyer?

A)  No. A law degree is the first step towards entering the 

legal profession. After graduating, a law student wishing 

to gain admission to practise in Tasmania is required 

to undertake a Legal Practice Course. The University of 

Tasmania offers a six-month Tasmanian Legal Practice 

Course. Students wishing to practise in other Australian 

states are advised to check the admission requirements 

in that state.

Q and A
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Contact 
Information

FACULTY OF LAW
University of Tasmania 
Private Bag 89, Hobart  
Tasmania 7001, Australia
Ph: +61 3 6226 2066 
Fax: +61 3 6226 7623 
Secretary@law.utas.edu.au 
www.utas.edu.au/law 
www.utas.edu.au 

INTERNATIONAL ADMISSIONS & EXCHANGES
University of Tasmania
Private Bag 38, Hobart
Tasmania 7001, Australia
Ph: +61 3 6226 2706

Course information and application forms can be obtained 
from www.international.utas.edu.au


